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[bookmark: _PAR__10_64b0d695_f0ce_44da_b9e9_9aec6c8]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 613, L.D. 1529, “An Act to Enhance the Protection of High-value Natural Resources Statewide”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__32b805e3_600c_4045_80d6_fa][bookmark: _PAR__11_c31942fa_d234_46d8_8493_e511be0]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_439b6f89_eba2_48e3_a7b9_3f3b3b8]'Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §685-C, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2021, c. 676, Pt. A, §§23 and 24, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_ecd1f0dd_8a53_4f7e_b9ce_00bea03]1.  Comprehensive land use plan.  The commission shall prepare an official comprehensive land use plan, referred to in this subsection as "the plan," for the unorganized and deorganized areas of the State.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_9240c947_14c6_4fef_8a30_15d3fde]The commission must use the plan as a guide in developing specific land use standards and delineating district boundaries and guiding development and generally fulfilling the purposes of this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_47898a97_71b0_471d_adc6_edb4ed4]The plan may consist of maps, data and statements of present and prospective resource uses that generally delineate the proper use of resources, and recommendations for its implementation.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_27d98c8c_df7e_4e82_a60b_ba52189]The commission shall hold public hearings to collect information to be used in establishing the plan. The public hearings must be conducted according to commission rules adopted in accordance with procedures for the establishment of rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_2a921715_05b5_4479_80e7_00cb7a6]The commission may, on its own motion or petition of any state agency or regional planning commission, hold such other hearings as the commission considers necessary from time to time for the purpose of obtaining information helpful in the determination of its policies, the carrying out of its duties or the formulation of its land use standards or rules.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_64144c92_71e0_4fff_ba2f_3b54719]A.  The commission may not finalize a plan or a portion of a plan without:
[bookmark: _PAR__19_6bfe49d2_d7af_4ed7_9290_ea1c0d2][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__b8881c7c_1c0c_4b0f_ba7f_fe5][bookmark: _PAGE__2_f6f827fd_b631_4cc1_9be8_530242f][bookmark: _PAR__2_e6e37ccb_0f5e_474c_b31c_bed78ccf](1)  Submitting a draft copy of the tentative plan to each regional planning commission and other appropriate planning or state resource agencies, which shall forward their comments and recommendations, if any, to the commission within 30 days;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_2da8e3f3_6ddf_40e3_8a8c_352c8433](2)  Submitting a draft copy of the tentative plan to the Director of the Bureau of Resource Information and Land Use Planning within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Resource Information and Land Use Planning, as described in Title 7‑A, section 206, subsection 4, or its the director's successor, which who shall forward its the director's comments and recommendations, if any, to the commission within 30 days; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_595637bf_1f1e_4697_ae61_a32a4625](3)  Considering all comments and recommendations submitted under paragraphs A and B‑1; and subparagraphs (1) and (2).
[bookmark: _PAR__5_e7753636_5971_4590_9235_f2fa34aa](4)  Submitting the tentative plan to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over conservation matters and the committee reviewing the plan at a public meeting.  The commission shall brief the committee on any anticipated changes to land use districts and subdistricts based on revisions in the comprehensive land use plan and a projected timetable for rulemaking to adopt these changes.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_77d381c8_f85f_4a2f_a03c_03dfbc6b]B-1.  After the commission has finalized provisionally adopted a plan or a portion of a plan, but prior to final adoption, the commission shall provide a copy to the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, who shall submit the finalized provisionally adopted plan or a portion of the plan to the Governor for comments. The commissioner shall submit the finalized provisionally adopted plan or a portion of the plan, including the Governor's comments, to the Legislature within 30 days after the convening of for approval during the next regular legislative session for approval.  The Legislature shall, by act or resolve, approve, disapprove or require changes to the provisionally adopted plan or any portion of the plan prior to adjournment. If the provisionally adopted plan or a portion of the plan is approved or the Legislature fails to act on the provisionally adopted plan or a portion of the plan before adjournment, the provisionally adopted plan or a portion of the plan may be finally adopted by the commission.  If the provisionally adopted plan or a portion of the plan is disapproved or revisions are required, the provisionally adopted plan or a portion of the plan must be revised by the commission and resubmitted to the Legislature for approval by act or resolve.  The joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over conservation matters may submit legislation to implement the provisions of this paragraph.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_104337fb_b85c_40e0_bea4_f7146720]This subsection also applies to any material alteration in the plan.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_7c27bae8_c929_4563_9e66_834ee85d]Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §8879, sub-§1-B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_b65542ef_c889_4d80_9467_c9963a3f]1-B.  Report on conservation of late-successional forests and old-growth forests.  Beginning with the report due on January 1, 2031, the report must include information regarding the status of late-successional forests and old-growth forests in the State and actions that have been taken since the previous report under this section to enhance the conservation of late-successional forests and old-growth forests on public and private land statewide.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_4bd010f7_8851_4bb6_9827_d1f7a38][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__7c25a7c2_92d7_4304_a0d4_7ac][bookmark: _PAGE__3_1ee6b19a_3695_4b10_be5c_7611a60][bookmark: _PAR__2_ff3c6746_da70_444b_b59d_844e1162]Sec. 3.  Maine Land Use Planning Commission; comprehensive land use plan.  The Maine Land Use Planning Commission, referred to in this section as "the commission," shall, as part of the next update to the comprehensive land use plan under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 685-C, subsection 1, consider the effectiveness of its lake management program and whether changing circumstances and new trends warrant an update to the program, including an evaluation as to whether all lakes or a subset of lakes should be reclassified, what methods should be used to revise lake classifications if needed, the cost of the reclassifications, possible funding sources and the priority for implementation.  The evaluation must consider whether additional measures are required to protect the character and natural resource values of the commission's current Management Class 7 lakes that are undeveloped and have one or more natural resources classified as outstanding by the Department of Conservation, Land Use Regulation Commission's Maine Wildlands Lake Assessment published in 1987 in accordance with the commission's goal of maintaining an appropriate balance between conservation and development.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_10593f60_5069_4a2d_9311_4e9717ce]Sec. 4.  Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to develop comprehensive report on statewide strategies to enhance conservation of late-successional forests and old-growth forests.  The Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, referred to in this section as "the department," shall develop a comprehensive report on statewide strategies to enhance the conservation of late-successional forests and old-growth forests, including the management of transitioning late-successional forests. In developing the strategies, the department shall incorporate ecological values, carbon sequestration methods and economic considerations from a broad range of perspectives to include forest landowners, forest industry representatives, logging contractors, conservation interests and local economies. By November 4, 2026, the department shall submit the report, including any recommendations, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and forestry matters, which may report out legislation related to the report to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.  In completing the report required by this subsection, the department may solicit and use resources from other state agencies and outside sources.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_8c573d3b_1dcc_4a94_b580_19fcd6b8]Sec. 5.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_7b37b46f_c794_4a84_8448_d2ba7224]AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__6_a11d0a48_9dfe_40db_8c1c_370fcd99]Forest Resource Management Z233
[bookmark: _PAR__7_720b5d1d_85f5_4edc_bd8b_7a058bba]Initiative: Provides one-time funding for contractual services to assist with research, data compilation, statistical analysis and report writing.
	[bookmark: _PAR__8_f83f8ea7_400b_45fd_b1f0_ca765aa7][bookmark: _LINE__35_678c26c2_2071_4b49_99f1_a73c33]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_0777398f_96af_41cd_85e0_2bb96e]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_2a8ec2d6_de5f_490b_9eb1_2f6eee]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__36_be169038_8532_4e08_8cd6_fa0aaa]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_5f09affe_86fe_40a5_844f_c19354]$75,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_7cfb6784_308f_4272_9d2d_ffefb8]$0

	[bookmark: _LINE__37_60d3d6ed_4253_439c_8668_54c0b8] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_48365f7f_e4b0_4cb7_be58_e1b964]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_6c666598_b1a9_4b2d_a316_12b383]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__38_ee4242d2_310a_4e57_a9ac_3a62b7]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_e7e95126_d309_413c_8731_59948a]$75,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_8bad1340_c6a7_4ac8_b40b_d4527e]$0


[bookmark: _PAR__9_2a780d26_8a05_4a55_8b09_830af4c3]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__0a533ff3_8555_4b0d_a83a_79][bookmark: _PAR__10_4ed81090_0372_44cf_9b28_bb5261b]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__883fa86e_97ce_4e36_8dfe_d108f7][bookmark: _PAGE__4_d501346c_5806_43e3_be51_3917b67][bookmark: _PAR__2_8c6f9866_280c_43b4_a3f0_117fc7b7]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__3_d7e60087_de75_4ed5_a94b_24330fb9]This amendment replaces the bill.  The amendment provides that the Maine Land Use Planning Commission may not finalize a comprehensive land use plan under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 685-C, subsection 1 or portion of a plan without:  submitting a draft copy of the plan to each regional planning commission and other appropriate planning or state resource agencies; submitting a draft copy of the plan to the Director of the Bureau of Resource Information and Land Use Planning within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry; and consider all comments and recommendations submitted.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_f9444a95_a41f_40f7_b079_8686bc14]The amendment changes the date that the Director of the Bureau of Forestry within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry is required to include information regarding late-successional forests and old-growth forests in the director’s report on the state of the State’s forests from January 1, 2026 in the bill to January 1, 2031.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_0c84d20c_6e64_4931_baf1_e91a0ee1]The amendment directs the Maine Land Use Planning Commission, as part of the next update to the comprehensive land use plan, to consider the effectiveness of its lake management program and whether changing circumstances and new trends warrant an update to the program.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_38e6eaa5_5d93_4295_9ec6_79b576ad]The amendment also directs the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to develop a comprehensive report on statewide strategies to enhance the conservation of late-successional forests and old-growth forests, including the management of transitioning late-successional forests.  The department is required to submit a report by November 4, 2026 to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and forestry matters, which may report out legislation related to the report to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__2292e5d3_d0cc_4ea][bookmark: _PAR__7_c67440ce_b4bd_475c_9db3_f0b5fd7c]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__8_380c679e_090f_497c_91ee_bc989e7a](See attached)
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