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[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__b3ceed26_cbd0_4e36_bd20_db][bookmark: _PAGE__1_073c6d9c_688a_4e87_8041_f515a52][bookmark: _PAR__2_fc670ba7_85c5_4c53_ab4f_dc14fa11]L.D. 1458
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_281147b4_c31b_47aa_96fb_ce6a6fe]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 599, L.D. 1458, “An Act Regarding Compensation Fees and Related Conservation Efforts for Solar and Wind Energy Development and High-impact Electric Transmission Lines Under the Site Location of Development Laws”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__70914d96_26ce_44c9_9879_c6][bookmark: _PAR__11_b395c38e_0c59_4a9d_a603_035960f]Amend the bill by striking out all of sections 2 and 3 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__eaa2f4e2_6342_45f9_bdba_0b][bookmark: _PAR__12_af0c9369_264a_4224_92f1_378beb5]'Sec. 2.  38 MRSA §484-D, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 448, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_236540dd_6287_4c82_bfd4_580752d]1.  Compensation fee program.  The department shall establish a compensation fee program to fund a compensation project as an alternative means of satisfying requirements related to off-site habitat improvement or preservation that the department determines necessary to mitigate the adverse effects of a renewable energy development on wildlife and fisheries habitats, as defined by the department, to comply with section 484, subsection 3 conservation projects to compensate for the conversion of undeveloped areas of land for renewable energy development. Compensation fees pursuant to this section must be designed to satisfy all requirements related to off-site habitat improvements or habitat preservation for a renewable energy development, except for any compensation requirements relating to habitat for rare, threatened or endangered species; high and moderate value deer wintering areas; significant vernal pool habitat; high and moderate value waterfowl and wading bird habitat; or any other habitat defined as significant wildlife habitat under section 480-B, subsection 10. For purposes of this section, "renewable energy development" means a development subject to the requirements of this article that is:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_672247bb_613d_4cd2_aa60_404f030]A.  A solar energy development and associated facilities;
[bookmark: _PAR__15_92124c52_a03b_40ae_bdbd_1592cae]B.  A wind energy development as defined in Title 35‑A, section 3451, subsection 11 and associated facilities; or
[bookmark: _PAR__16_b119a595_30e4_4b62_89cb_18b2d37]C.  A high-impact electric transmission line as defined in Title 35‑A, section 3131, subsection 4‑A.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_64a9b428_0011_4ba4_9074_2f1c3b7]A compensation conservation project funded in whole or in part from compensation fees under this section must be approved by the department.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__4ebd86bd_9aa0_4877_a93e_f1][bookmark: _PAGE__2_9092a964_a625_41f8_b7c4_5ff67c2][bookmark: _PAR__2_4aa71d38_4e94_4eb8_a767_148b6d14]Amend the bill by inserting after section 5 the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_91c5b836_fc30_45be_a934_6bb8b160]'Sec. 6.  38 MRSA §484-D, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 448, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_a7da76fc_ac3e_4271_89da_76e6db55]4.  Location and type of projects.  A compensation conservation project funded by a compensation fee under this section must be located in the same biophysical region as the renewable energy development unless otherwise approved by the department and must consist of habitat comparable to the habitat affected by the renewable energy development. The department shall base approval of a compensation conservation project on the management priorities for the biophysical region in which the project is located.  For purposes of this subsection, "biophysical region" has the same meaning as in section 480‑Z.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__174c0d3f_b8cf_4dce_840c_10][bookmark: _PAR__5_73859d8b_d14f_47d2_9a0a_2479fc01]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__84db051f_17b0_465a_8c9c_22d910][bookmark: _PAR__6_f4505442_c438_4a8f_b797_df91d14a]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__7_907e390e_86f6_4a85_a93f_352e2fb8]This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, amends the bill by removing the provision defining "undeveloped land" and the provision specifying which wildlife habitats the Department of Environmental Protection may consider for purposes of determining an adverse effect of a renewable energy development.  
[bookmark: _PAR__8_d2f3d6a3_8ac7_442f_bdef_b464dc13]It also amends current law regarding the compensation fee program to offset the adverse effects of a renewable energy development to provide that the program must fund conservation projects to compensate for the conversion of undeveloped areas of land for renewable energy development and that compensation fees under that program must be designed to satisfy all requirements related to off-site habitat improvements or habitat preservation for a renewable energy development, except for any compensation requirements relating to habitat for rare, threatened or endangered species; high and moderate value deer wintering areas; significant vernal pool habitat; high and moderate value waterfowl and wading bird habitat; or any other habitat defined as significant wildlife habitat.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__50db5a56_1689_4b2][bookmark: _PAR__9_2c3921e3_551b_4c29_8d2c_fbc9b485]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__10_47e78542_cf20_47b3_8975_091289e](See attached)
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