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[bookmark: _PAR__10_5422d097_f6e1_42d9_8521_8421d24]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 591, L.D. 1450, “An Act Regarding the Voluntary Municipal Farm Support Program”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__05cc91b4_8518_4392_9531_1a][bookmark: _PAR__11_fab8af7d_5825_42d0_b3b4_5dc4327]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_f1bc5d6c_a1dd_4c9b_a74c_4837aab]'Sec. 1.  7 MRSA §60, sub-§3, ¶B, as enacted by PL 2007, c. 301, §1, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_ff262abd_f489_4464_9f40_c635a87]B.  Is limited to a term of not less than 20 10 years.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_8aa6875e_70d0_4b6f_bd55_3a0e3a1]Sec. 2.  7 MRSA §60-A, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2007, c. 693, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_2926493d_6e45_4ddf_a6ca_6822825]1.  Program.  In The Voluntary Municipal Farm Support Program is established in order to protect and support local farms, preserve farmland and reduce the potential tax burdens from new development fiscal burden for participating municipalities that results from new development in rural areas.  Under this program, a municipality may enter into farm support arrangements with the owners of qualified farmland.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_7e6fc2c3_5c52_4360_965f_7a666a8]A.  A farm support arrangement must be approved by majority vote of the municipality’s legislative body or municipal officers or by a municipal employee appointed by the municipal officers and designated to review and approve farm support arrangements.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_4d4d7b73_6b94_4062_83e1_5bb598f]B.  Unless approved by a 2/3 vote of the municipality’s legislative body, the municipality may not enter into farm support arrangements:
[bookmark: _PAR__18_7397ce34_a331_484f_905c_45e1e20](1)  Affecting more than 3% of the total annual valuation of taxable land in the municipality; and or
[bookmark: _PAR__19_e0edd850_e44e_42fe_b058_aafd9c2](2)  In any calendar year, affecting more than 1% of the total annual valuation of taxable land in the municipality.
[bookmark: _PAR__20_aba57f96_bcf0_4fe8_beef_5d39dbb]Sec. 3.  7 MRSA §60-A, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 2007, c. 301, §1, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_114ff437_0837_401a_9ec4_c3f53cb][bookmark: _PAR__2_c0e2e150_be05_460b_93c9_330c5c18]4.  Rules.  The department shall adopt rules governing farm support arrangements.  Rules adopted under this subsection are major substantive routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__76523dcb_34f2_446f_bd75_3a][bookmark: _PAR__3_b7d8d001_5ab8_4b04_92cf_19b787bf]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__74cd37ce_d151_4a37_934d_4f1d90][bookmark: _PAR__4_cc269124_20a8_4435_8605_05985ad9]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__5_fa8ae890_29db_4be4_b5ca_9ecee2d7]This amendment replaces the bill.  The amendment retains the allocation of the Voluntary Municipal Farm Support Program in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 7, which contains laws governing agriculture, rather than reallocating the program to Title 36, which contains laws governing taxation.  
[bookmark: _PAR__6_4aa49514_9bbc_4efa_af4f_b92e69c6]The amendment retains certain provisions proposed in the bill. First, the amendment reduces the minimum term of a qualified easement from 20 years to 10 years.  Secondly, the amendment allows the municipal officers or a municipal employee appointed by the municipal officers to review and approve farm support arrangements.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_c036b2b6_0edb_4406_9940_c15a3c0b]The amendment provides that rules adopted by the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry under the Voluntary Municipal Farm Support Program statutes are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A, rather than major substantive rules as provided in current law.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__d8d8b642_93d8_423][bookmark: _PAR__8_4ebe5037_0406_4e7c_b0f3_58c15751]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__9_45cd86fe_eba5_4ccd_8ce6_6973db6d](See attached)
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