132nd Maine Legislature
Resolve, to Establish the Commission to Study the Impact of Blockchain Technology and Cryptocurrency on Maine's Economy and the Risks of Fraud and Theft to Maine Consumers
L.D. 1286
Resolve, to Establish the Commission to Study Fostering a Positive Economic Environment for Blockchain Technology and Cryptocurrency
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_ea4c73ed_292e_4eb8_9a47_ba88d84]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 515, L.D. 1286, “Resolve, to Establish the Commission to Study Fostering a Positive Economic Environment for Blockchain Technology and Cryptocurrency”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__903712d4_09b5_457e_ba33_5f][bookmark: _PAR__11_eb8c414d_a90d_4116_8068_42a6189]Amend the resolve by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_2bed60ab_d753_4f61_b8ab_9f8b0ac]'Resolve, to Establish the Commission to Study the Impact of Blockchain Technology and Cryptocurrency on Maine's Economy and the Risks of Fraud and Theft to Maine Consumers'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__576cfce4_0a58_4f6d_a563_0f][bookmark: _PAR__13_d00edea3_9464_43f1_bf11_d44828a]Amend the resolve by inserting before section 1 the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_3dcb5b05_6af3_4f93_a6c2_ee4c169]'Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_3862fab9_ef56_40d9_9cfe_4b79a13]Whereas, this resolve establishes the Commission to Study the Impact of Blockchain Technology and Cryptocurrency on Maine's Economy and the Risks of Fraud and Theft to Maine Consumers; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_0cfe1439_a40c_43f2_b6a6_787aa72]Whereas, it is important to consider the current status of the use of blockchain technology and cryptocurrency in the State and whether legislation is needed to provide a regulatory framework for the use of blockchain technology and cryptocurrency; and
[bookmark: _PAR__17_0bacb4b0_abf9_4e7e_adbe_7c6202f]Whereas, this legislation must take effect as soon as possible in order to provide adequate time for the commission to complete its work in a timely manner before submitting its report; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_d2259a75_4f15_492b_b134_f62cd53]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, be it'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c2197fca_eda4_436b_ae73_eb][bookmark: _PAR__19_102dd243_b0a5_4b41_b694_f197367][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__fc4bdc14_f00c_42ef_9c69_e7b][bookmark: _PAGE__2_cc9ed64a_ae24_4717_b305_2c0a512][bookmark: _PAR__2_0bbdc325_92d3_421c_b54d_3f997793]Amend the resolve in section 1 in the last 2 lines (page 1, lines 2 and 3 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "Fostering a Positive Economic Environment for Blockchain Technology and Cryptocurrency" and inserting the following: 'the Impact of Blockchain Technology and Cryptocurrency on Maine's Economy and the Risks of Fraud and Theft to Maine Consumers'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__1748aa5a_b481_4c57_85a6_f2][bookmark: _PAR__3_ee260632_4076_4467_92aa_2c932205]Amend the resolve by striking out all of section 2 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_01feda96_0b3b_47ca_9361_ff655eb2]'Sec. 2.  Commission membership.  Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the commission consists of 14 members as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_daf30639_a701_4878_a296_c202d0b6]1.  Two members of the Senate, including one member of the party holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature and one member of the party holding the 2nd largest number of seats in the Legislature, appointed by the President of the Senate;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_0a629453_b687_4693_9815_26576cc4]2.  Two members of the House of Representatives, including one member of the party holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature and one member of the party holding the 2nd largest number of seats in the Legislature, appointed by the Speaker of the House;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_efe16fba_a40e_4bc7_aa8a_ac7f4fcd]3.  One member of the public who is a representative of an academic institution with experience or knowledge in blockchain technology, appointed by the President of the Senate;
[bookmark: _PAR__8_15db6a43_7714_436a_bd77_ea30c5ef]4.  One member of the public who is a representative of a company in the State that directly deals with cryptocurrency, appointed by the President of the Senate;
[bookmark: _PAR__9_9e176bd9_e208_48f0_ae6c_ffde9978]5.  One member of the public who is a representative of a financial institution, appointed by the Speaker of the House;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_596a468c_3a5d_46c4_af96_5bab023]6.  One member of the public who is a national expert in blockchain technology and cryptocurrency, appointed by the Speaker of the House;
[bookmark: _PAR__11_6fbd844a_5aef_4d81_98b6_f1b1c16]7.  One member of the public representing consumers with particular expertise in issues related to financial exploitation of adults, appointed by the Speaker of the House;
[bookmark: _PAR__12_a45be746_161d_4cd0_9c55_897ff76]8.  One member representing the Department of Economic and Community Development, appointed by the Governor;
[bookmark: _PAR__13_d0bc3ce2_535a_47f4_b38c_df39bbe]9.  One member of the public who has experience in federal securities law, appointed by the Governor;
[bookmark: _PAR__14_485aa379_d17c_4b68_917a_8d7be46]10.  The Superintendent of Consumer Credit Protection within the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation or the superintendent's designee;
[bookmark: _PAR__15_4792114f_2880_41ab_8277_3fdbfd9]11.  The Securities Administrator of the Office of Securities within the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation or the administrator's designee; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_245d5de5_c05b_4dbc_b199_4698189]12.  The State Tax Assessor or the assessor's designee.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__0ab4b87d_38ad_4e70_ba48_94][bookmark: _PAR__17_575a4259_df87_4679_a9ca_e1395d4]Amend the resolve by striking out all of section 5 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__18_70d6722b_c9a7_471c_af49_6150345]'Sec. 5.  Duties.  Resolved:  That the commission shall:
[bookmark: _PAR__19_11b399c3_3c65_44b3_9fe6_7300804]1.  Review data and information on the scope of the use of blockchain technology and cryptocurrency throughout the country;
[bookmark: _PAR__20_4e936ace_1964_49f9_96da_447da96]2.  Determine the current status of the use of blockchain technology and cryptocurrency in relation to related laws in this State and the occurrences of theft and fraud associated with blockchain technology and cryptocurrency in this State;
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_ff632375_94ca_4813_be1c_9230038][bookmark: _PAR__2_a12238dd_18d5_4f58_aa8c_393f4f77]3.  Study nonfungible tokens, including their use, prevalence and function; current federal and state regulation and taxation of nonfungible tokens; and the risks of fraud and theft associated with blockchain technology and cryptocurrency;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_e01426aa_beed_41e7_94e2_c0bd88eb]4.  Solicit ideas and opinions from blockchain technology and cryptocurrency industry experts and federal and state regulators; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_1859d200_7340_45d6_ac0b_a3d5f024]5.  Compile an overview of potential legislation with recommendations on which legislation will help develop a regulatory and taxation framework for blockchain technology and cryptocurrency in this State that will balance economic interests and consumer protection interests.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__f3d02102_e340_4386_8fa1_86][bookmark: _PAR__5_de3b8422_7232_4759_bb4b_d07e9686]Amend the resolve in section 8 in the first line (page 2, line 14 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "no later than December 3, 2025" and inserting the following: 'notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, no later than January 1, 2026'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__ea78e9cf_c1ef_4e74_a3c3_5e][bookmark: _PAR__6_7fb83cff_6fa0_43e1_8e80_8a50a90a]Amend the resolve by adding before the summary the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_b307d121_c061_484e_a766_f542010b]'Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d5e2a6a5_f625_406b_b461_97][bookmark: _PAR__8_954adccd_f022_4e32_9e7c_a03b1bca]Amend the resolve by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__d3817385_03b3_4855_a55a_986d5c][bookmark: _PAR__9_3a78a34f_1ea0_454c_8f36_c09b82f3]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__10_60808815_55a8_44e6_911c_cc98db1]This amendment changes the title of the resolve. The amendment makes the following changes.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_44f583be_ef63_4dc0_b00e_18df8c0]1. It adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_68dd8e02_9c10_4aa2_b831_03c7e98]2. It renames the commission as the Commission to Study the Impact of Blockchain Technology and Cryptocurrency on Maine's Economy and the Risks of Fraud and Theft to Maine Consumers.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_9bf8a39c_c0b1_470c_a7a4_2efc3c3]3. It adds the State Tax Assessor and the Superintendent of Consumer Credit Protection and the Securities Administrator of the Office of Securities within the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation as members.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_dea19f47_59ec_432d_adb6_31ba4ca]4. It adds a member representing consumers with particular expertise in issues related to financial exploitation of adults.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_ff6ad722_22f2_49cd_b2ad_8445120]5. It expands the duties of the commission to evaluate the risks of fraud and theft associated with blockchain technology and cryptocurrency and to compile legislative recommendations that will help develop a regulatory and taxation framework that balances economic and consumer protection interests.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_41e51743_d251_4166_ab07_e2d0f57]6. It extends the reporting deadline for the commission's report from December 3, 2025 to January 1, 2026.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__1397f086_5be8_4ff][bookmark: _PAR__17_9f34f893_b897_4359_abce_6e78f41]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__18_ba233b15_f743_42d8_9937_5a0ecdc](See attached)
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