132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Provide for Evaluation of the Environmental, Energy and Public Benefits of Hydropower Projects upon Relicensing or License Surrender
L.D. 1210
An Act to Regarding Renewable Electricity Generation by Hydropower Projects
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_fa84e079_fbac_4dc7_8bef_3bc862a]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 499, L.D. 1210, “An Act to Regarding Renewable Electricity Generation by Hydropower Projects”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__cc52f6e2_2fa0_4518_af78_6d][bookmark: _PAR__11_ad432313_cc04_4a66_aae5_47f3ea5]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_0b50bda8_0d35_4f54_a865_0318513]'An Act to Provide for Evaluation of the Environmental, Energy and Public Benefits of Hydropower Projects upon Relicensing or License Surrender'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8fe02920_dca0_4dc3_b26c_0c][bookmark: _PAR__13_97bf2dcb_7fe2_4b15_822b_98043a4]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_3909b4bb_051b_4c53_9534_8738372]'Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §635-C is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_f1340b78_cdd1_4002_9f77_1004212]§635-C.  Procedures regarding licensed hydropower projects; environmental, energy and public benefits considerations
[bookmark: _PAR__16_07999931_0606_4027_9564_d6f2703]For a licensed hydropower project seeking relicensing or license surrender with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, the department, based on information provided by the owner or operator of the project and any other available information, shall review the project to determine the environmental, energy and public benefits of the relicensing or continued operation of the project based on the following considerations:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_4c3af42f_6181_4ce2_ad99_838705e]1.  Environmental and energy benefits.  Whether the relicensing or continued operation of the hydropower project will result in significant environmental and energy benefits to the public, including, but not limited to, public rights of access to and use of the surface waters of the State for navigation, fishing, fowling, recreation and other lawful public uses; flood control benefits or flood hazards; and hydroelectric energy benefits, including the maintenance of or increase in generating capacity and annual energy output resulting from the project; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_ebd8e5a9_b111_4906_b32c_8810cfb]2.  Public benefits.  Whether the relicensing or continued operation of the hydropower project will result in significant economic benefits to the public, including, but not limited to, maintenance or creation of employment opportunities for residents of the State.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_c87cf6aa_b725_4314_8102_0be3f2e][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__d1409ad1_64b0_41a5_b2dd_cde][bookmark: _PAGE__2_5e449cd0_9fc4_4f85_bd75_c8bbd66][bookmark: _PAR__2_06971bd9_ec10_4b34_a6a5_0f08c0b7]The department shall issue a written finding of fact with respect to the nature and magnitude of the benefits of the relicensing or continued operation of a hydropower project that addresses the considerations described in subsections 1 and 2 and shall provide a copy of the written finding of fact to the owner or operator of the project and to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__edc68e8e_6810_410e_a949_bc][bookmark: _PAR__3_32a7a27c_7647_44bc_b6c7_93af8b02]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__ae0b420f_1ff5_40d5_9fcc_976e10][bookmark: _PAR__4_fa2ad36e_5df6_4028_be65_bd1f93e1]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__5_5b70000c_0919_4256_b1ac_16f90573]This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, replaces the bill and changes the title.  It requires the Department of Environmental Protection, for a licensed hydropower project seeking relicensing or license surrender with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, to review the project to determine the environmental, energy and public benefits of the relicensing or continued operation of the project based on certain considerations.  After conducting the review, the department must issue a written finding of fact with respect to the nature and magnitude of the benefits of the relicensing or continued operation of the hydropower project addressing those environmental, energy and public benefits considerations and provide a copy of the written finding of fact to the owner or operator of the project and to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__ee82f954_450a_40c][bookmark: _PAR__6_a5cdc88b_08c5_41a9_bfcf_4febc438]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__7_44aff6ab_8547_40a6_b45d_59bd7722](See attached)
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