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An Act to Clarify Procedures for When a Candidate Withdraws from an Election Determined by Ranked-choice Voting or When a Candidate Dies or Becomes Disqualified in an Election Determined by Ranked-choice Voting
L.D. 911
An Act to Modify Ranked-choice Voting with Regard to Candidates Who Withdraw from an Election
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_e9cdf5c8_d495_46b2_b535_6fb83c5]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 401, L.D. 911, “An Act to Modify Ranked-choice Voting with Regard to Candidates Who Withdraw from an Election”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__3148f12c_a676_45c6_b1c9_f2][bookmark: _PAR__11_a937f280_7b32_4fcf_a778_d30d390]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_55a3cf14_6f43_49e4_8778_241ab49]'An Act to Clarify Procedures for When a Candidate Withdraws from an Election Determined by Ranked-choice Voting or When a Candidate Dies or Becomes Disqualified in an Election Determined by Ranked-choice Voting'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__7fb22108_828b_4c07_b69d_63][bookmark: _PAR__13_ddd79cec_d300_4686_8ce0_e82b22c]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_be0934f4_6715_4ad5_93e8_64c6898]'Sec. 1.  21-A MRSA §371, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 636, §6, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_3f860ecc_2e14_440f_9109_1ef6b94][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__8fd762a4_09d3_4641_b493_674][bookmark: _PAGE__2_a5d063df_88ba_4fbf_aca3_98eab6b][bookmark: _PAR__2_11cbee41_2291_48cc_905d_38f440fa]5.  Death or disqualification of candidates less than 70 days before primary election in contested races.  The Secretary of State is not required to remove the name of a candidate from the primary election ballot or declare a vacancy if a candidate dies or becomes disqualified less than 70 days before the primary election and another candidate from the same political party will appear on the ballot for that office.  Upon receipt of information that the candidate has died or become disqualified, the Secretary of State shall immediately prepare and distribute to the local election officials in the candidate's electoral district a notice informing voters that the candidate has died or become disqualified and that a vote for that candidate will not be counted.  The notice must be distributed with all absentee ballots requested after the notice is received by the local election officials and, on election day, must be posted outside the guardrail enclosure in accordance with section 651, subsection 2 and in each voting booth.  Notice that the candidate has died or become disqualified must also be posted on the Secretary of State's publicly accessible website.  Notwithstanding the provision of section 1, subsection 27-C that describes the minimum number of qualified candidates for an election to be an election determined by ranked-choice voting, if a candidate dies or becomes disqualified less than 70 days before the primary election, the election remains an election determined by ranked-choice voting regardless of the number of remaining qualified candidates.  A ranking for a candidate who has died or become disqualified is considered a ranking only for the purpose of determining whether the ballot is exhausted under section 723-A.  A candidate who has died or been disqualified cannot be determined the winner.  For the purposes of this subsection, "ranking" has the same meaning as in section 723-A, subsection 1, paragraph I.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_c64f5028_d970_4445_a039_cac6c972]Sec. 2.  21-A MRSA §371, sub-§6, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 636, §6, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_5eb33094_84c5_44bb_84f2_a851105b]6.  Withdrawal of candidates less than 70 days before primary election in contested and uncontested races.  When a candidate for nomination withdraws less than 70 days before the primary election, the candidate's name may not be removed from the primary election ballot and a vacancy may not be declared.  Upon receipt of the notice of withdrawal, the Secretary of State shall immediately prepare and distribute to the local election officials in the candidate's electoral district a notice informing voters that the candidate has withdrawn and that a vote for that candidate will not be counted.  The notice must be distributed with all absentee ballots requested after the notice is received by the local election officials and, on election day, must be posted outside the guardrail enclosure in accordance with section 651, subsection 2 and in each voting booth.  Notice of the late withdrawal must also be posted on the Secretary of State's publicly accessible website.  Notwithstanding the provision of section 1, subsection 27-C that describes the minimum number of qualified candidates for an election to be an election determined by ranked-choice voting, if a candidate withdraws less than 70 days before the primary election, the election remains an election determined by ranked-choice voting regardless of the number of remaining qualified candidates.  A ranking for a candidate who has withdrawn is considered a ranking only for the purpose of determining whether the ballot is exhausted under section 723-A.  A candidate who has withdrawn cannot be determined the winner.  For the purposes of this subsection, "ranking" has the same meaning as in section 723-A, subsection 1, paragraph I.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_b16833e3_0c8b_4692_9504_d9d12f6d]Sec. 3.  21-A MRSA §374-A, sub-§3, as amended by PL 2019, c. 636, §9, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_3769732b_4fc7_4e00_bfb8_c95baa6a]3.  Deadline for removal of candidate's name from general election ballot.  Removal of a candidate's name from the general election ballot is determined in accordance with this subsection.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_26f3886d_cc2a_459e_81cf_f30a90c0]A.  The name of a candidate for an office on the general election ballot who withdraws for any reason 70 days or more before the general election must be removed from the ballot.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_acbb55ae_86ff_4908_82ac_b9f381d8]B.  If a candidate for an office on the general election ballot withdraws less than 70 days before the general election and meets the criteria of subsection 1, paragraph B or C, the candidate's name must be removed from the general election ballot in accordance with section 376, subsection 1-A or the general election ballot must be amended or supplemented in accordance with section 604.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_df939555_e514_4dd7_be32_349fdd0a][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__9b851b86_b714_400d_a9a0_00a][bookmark: _PAGE__3_55fe15d7_c3e2_4441_b618_9507942][bookmark: _PAR__2_9c53723a_85f9_455d_88b4_3e162714]C.  If a candidate for an office on the general election ballot withdraws less than 70 days before the general election and does not meet the criteria of subsection 1, paragraph B or C, the candidate's name will not be removed from the ballot, but upon receipt of the notice of withdrawal required by section 367, the Secretary of State shall immediately prepare and distribute to the local election officials in the candidate's electoral district a notice informing voters that the candidate has withdrawn and that a vote for that candidate will not be counted.  The notice must be distributed with all absentee ballots requested after the notice is received by the local election officials and, on election day, must be posted outside the guardrail enclosure in accordance with section 651, subsection 2 and in each voting booth.  Notice of a candidate's withdrawal less than 70 days before the general election must also be posted on the Secretary of State's publicly accessible website.  Notwithstanding the provision of section 1, subsection 27-C that describes the minimum number of qualified candidates for an election to be an election determined by ranked-choice voting, if a candidate withdraws pursuant to this paragraph, the election remains an election determined by ranked-choice voting regardless of the number of remaining qualified candidates.  A ranking for a candidate who has withdrawn is considered a ranking only for the purpose of determining whether the ballot is exhausted under section 723-A.  A candidate who has withdrawn cannot be determined the winner.  For the purposes of this subsection, "ranking" has the same meaning as in section 723-A, subsection 1, paragraph I.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__72deb5c5_f394_4e5d_82dc_41][bookmark: _PAR__3_505f7b53_d084_4858_adc5_bd77db99]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__837c7650_837c_4780_91c2_bb9a7f][bookmark: _PAR__4_b6c5d52f_37f8_4808_aeee_7ebd7604]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__5_2d0931d6_7bf6_4372_b513_b5debceb]This amendment replaces the bill and changes the title.  The amendment provides that if a candidate dies or becomes disqualified less than 70 days before a primary election determined by ranked-choice voting or withdraws less than 70 days before a primary or general election determined by ranked-choice voting, the election remains an election determined by ranked-choice voting regardless of the number of remaining qualified candidates.  The amendment also specifies that a ranking, which means the number assigned on a ballot by a voter to a candidate to express the voter's preference for that candidate, will only be considered a ranking for the purpose of determining whether the ballot is exhausted for the purposes of the ranked-choice voting count.  A candidate who has withdrawn, died or become disqualified cannot be determined the winner of the election.
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