132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Create the Net Energy Billing Cost Stabilization Fund
L.D. 839
An Act to Lower Consumer Electricity Costs by Prohibiting the Recovery Through Rates of Costs Attributable to Net Energy Billing
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__88612975_9795_4867_be7c_e5][bookmark: _PAGE__1_99a0b62c_2dc4_4a60_a681_cf52b22][bookmark: _PAR__2_9347f567_7f14_4e07_bf30_a5d92edc]L.D. 839
[bookmark: _PAR__3_677a98c0_6c61_4cde_a509_5ec8eab6]Date:	(Filing No. S-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_b6ccefcc_e971_429c_8aef_d6bf55eb]ENERGY, UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_8d22b0e0_6e2f_4702_a924_232c2297]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_ec4b5c88_9efc_4f00_818d_eefb5e1f]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_ed0bd76e_5b49_491e_8b8e_b9ab86fe]SENATE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_897a9e3b_c00e_4110_ba97_90ea9f3a]132ND LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_421f816f_d7e5_401e_b9e5_e4c0b028]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_39fddd91_9a53_44f9_8341_0e181bd]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 372, L.D. 839, “An Act to Lower Consumer Electricity Costs by Prohibiting the Recovery Through Rates of Costs Attributable to Net Energy Billing”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__994f471f_6add_464c_8503_f5][bookmark: _PAR__11_0a2b12e1_e0d1_4b4e_a9df_635efea]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_fbee702c_cae4_4b4a_a795_752038c]'An Act to Create the Net Energy Billing Cost Stabilization Fund'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a720d8ac_c5b9_4ff3_9ff2_b1][bookmark: _PAR__13_76063d7e_0465_433f_b792_41894e5]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_5fef3ecb_5c8b_4ee5_9107_a7fe418]'Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §3209-F is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_b0ac4ca4_422a_4eb9_87b3_bcff37e]§3209-F.  Net Energy Billing Cost Stabilization Fund
[bookmark: _PAR__16_90e9b78f_e507_48f4_b244_0be9f56]1.  Fund established.  There is established the Net Energy Billing Cost Stabilization Fund, referred to in this section as "the fund," as an account within the commission. The fund is a nonlapsing, revolving fund administered by the commission for the purpose of offsetting the costs to ratepayers associated with the net energy billing program under section 3209-A and section 3209-B.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_85df972f_10ef_4556_8a9b_5a6316a]2.  Sources for fund.  The commission may receive and deposit in the fund funds from the following sources:
[bookmark: _PAR__18_0720103b_aa06_4169_a3c9_214f388]A. Federal funds and awards that may be used for the purposes specified in this section;
[bookmark: _PAR__19_378c96ef_2720_482a_80ae_1667f5c]B. Appropriations and transfers authorized by the Legislature; and
[bookmark: _PAR__20_4d09a52f_e979_4722_a43c_07a68f5]C. Any other funds from public or private sources received for the purposes of this section.
[bookmark: _PAR__21_a76a8512_44e2_43fe_87fa_ac53e86]3. Use of funds. To the extent that funds are available, the commission shall use the fund exclusively to make payments to reimburse transmission and distribution utilities for any costs incurred as a result of the net energy billing program under section 3209-A and section 3209-B that would have otherwise been paid by ratepayers.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_dfcb47c7_9a67_443e_865e_1685ce4][bookmark: _PAR__2_8e5ed2b7_74c0_475a_a11a_a214c2bd]4. Rules. The commission may adopt rules to implement this section. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_21214d99_986d_487f_8b96_5da0d06b]5. Report. By February 1st of any year in which the commission has paid a reimbursement from the fund to a transmission and distribution utility in the prior calendar year, the commission shall provide a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over electricity matters that includes the amount of the reimbursement paid in the prior calendar year, the source of any funds received by the fund in the prior calendar year and any other relevant information as determined by the commission. The committee may report out a bill related to the commission's report.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_39f441ab_1a00_4137_a456_d042640c]Sec. 2.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_e71530aa_fb9e_4065_ae9a_fc9c8007]PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
[bookmark: _PAR__6_5f420528_dfd3_47da_8259_926eb420]Net Energy Billing Cost Stabilization Fund N540
[bookmark: _PAR__7_f7ec4543_648f_495d_a0c3_2901ba5c]Initiative: Provides one-time funding for the purpose of making payments to transmission and distribution utilities that would have otherwise been paid by ratepayers.
	[bookmark: _PAR__8_bac381ae_9e12_458c_9004_bf0232b2][bookmark: _LINE__17_dead6246_a434_41c1_bd74_81e6ee]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_dbc8efc5_89cf_4189_a2fe_224855]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_1c95a018_e5c4_44b6_8d32_1d0d68]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__18_1c6fe40b_adda_42d5_b440_86284e]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_a0e679b9_6be7_423e_8390_14a3a0]$500
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_c4ce5aa4_6295_4d08_8e04_9756b4]$0

	[bookmark: _LINE__19_9a8a5f8c_be6e_467e_bf07_c49ca9] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_105e53f6_c4cb_48d0_b4bd_93dca3]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_f40be299_616c_4f21_87e2_df8243]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__20_eb4d6ba0_7f04_4fdd_bc3d_20287f]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_55c4fb81_6eee_4e9d_ab55_c78cd4]$500
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_a056075d_7f86_4079_a697_e37c9e]$0


[bookmark: _PAR__9_e15e15ea_4620_4fda_92ad_1f8fe978]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__994ebf05_84c1_4f36_8177_85][bookmark: _PAR__10_ec2cf60f_44d1_4637_a78b_5381f74]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__265bd847_0193_4125_97ea_0d0ae3][bookmark: _PAR__11_cbe2280f_c9c5_47ed_8276_f49078b]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__12_c540c37e_23ca_4825_b4ef_07dbadd]This amendment replaces the bill and changes the title. It establishes the Net Energy Billing Cost Stabilization Fund within the Public Utilities Commission. It provides that the fund must be used to reimburse a transmission and distribution utility for any costs incurred as a result of the State's net energy billing programs that would have otherwise been paid by ratepayers. It requires the commission to submit to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over electricity matters a report that includes information about funds received by the fund and used for reimbursements for any year in which the commission pays reimbursements through the fund. It authorizes the commission to adopt rules to implement the requirements of the legislation. It includes a $500 appropriation for the Net Energy Billing Cost Stabilization Fund.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__f6860201_d2c0_43e][bookmark: _PAR__13_f71ddd48_5ece_49cb_aa93_ed273a3]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__14_2dd4ff79_fda4_49db_82c1_7c83e24](See attached)
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