132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Direct the Department of Environmental Protection to Provide Funding to Public Wastewater Systems for the Repayment of Loans
L.D. 832
An Act to Provide Funds to Reduce the Debt of the Vassalboro Sanitary District
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_fede39cb_94a4_4e8a_9500_8ef23b10]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_2054867f_bc6f_4b16_8525_d82540b0]SENATE
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_9d804528_63b4_4cc3_921a_ec61baf]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 364, L.D. 832, “An Act to Provide Funds to Reduce the Debt of the Vassalboro Sanitary District”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__14c99813_b76d_4b60_ab9e_71][bookmark: _PAR__11_b44fc8d8_6233_4cfb_be55_a40611f]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_935e9bd8_abbd_4fdb_acd8_c66076d]'An Act to Direct the Department of Environmental Protection to Provide Funding to Public Wastewater Systems for the Repayment of Loans'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__dad3f7cb_71d4_4f4a_90fb_b0][bookmark: _PAR__13_011ba9d4_03ae_4bc2_aa42_6695afc]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_ac01934e_9d7c_43eb_8992_aeafb36]'Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §411-C, sub-§2, ¶B, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 377, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_ba192b6f_65c8_4bf2_81b9_8594a03]B.  To forgive or provide funding for the repayment of loans held by public wastewater systems for the acquisition, planning, design, construction, reconstruction, enlargement, repair, protection or improvement of public wastewater systems and treatment facilities and water pollution abatement systems;
[bookmark: _PAR__16_189c577f_ad3a_42d0_a4ab_195023d]Sec. 2.  Maine Clean Water Fund; loan repayment competitive process.  The Department of Environmental Protection shall use the funds transferred in accordance with section 3 and deposited into the Maine Clean Water Fund established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 411-C to provide funding for the repayment of loans held by public wastewater systems in accordance with Title 38, section 411-C, subsection 2, paragraph B. The department shall establish a competitive process by which public wastewater systems, including sanitary districts established in accordance with Title 38, chapter 11 and sewer districts as defined in Title 38, section 1032, subsection 3, may apply to the department for funds for loan repayment. In evaluating applications for loan repayment and awarding funds under the competitive process, the department shall seek to provide funding to public wastewater systems most at risk of defaulting on their debt by considering the amount of debt held by the public wastewater system, the necessary rate increases to repay that debt, the number of customers of the public wastewater system and any other factors as determined by the department. The department shall make the first award of funds in accordance with this section by July 1, 2026.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_c1dadfa2_3008_4f6e_b0bf_585af0d][bookmark: _PAR__2_4a91dcdd_821c_444e_b57f_58c774ca]Sec. 3.  Transfer.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, on or before January 1, 2026, the State Controller shall transfer $3,000,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Department of Environmental Protection, Maine Clean Water Fund for funding to support the uses described in section 2 and authorized in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 411-C, subsection 2, paragraph B.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_40ff991a_d84d_4a92_8775_20ede407]Sec. 4.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_423c0795_4bc7_44ec_a1c4_74acf0cd]ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__5_7e06400e_ab35_41c5_9c48_b169c16d]Water Quality 0248
[bookmark: _PAR__6_d8c33121_68ca_4911_afdb_eb095733]Initiative: Provides funding for expenditures authorized in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 411-C, subsection 2, paragraph B.
	[bookmark: _PAR__7_ac2e71af_caf2_49e4_8c4f_e2574fd2][bookmark: _LINE__12_b60d1915_c36f_46e8_9fc8_806597]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_9e3a4ad6_ee53_47d2_8b79_86fead]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_a62fcebd_e671_4e93_9af3_db080e]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__13_4c84c4f2_f219_45c5_a873_58d2c3]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_3927d83e_bacc_4a9e_8d90_50a830]$3,000,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_5e705af1_c74f_47da_8cae_ea3167]$0

	[bookmark: _LINE__14_4247ebf5_dafb_4d6c_91ba_142491] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__14_58f83610_3157_42ce_941f_754e1e]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__14_b2c687dd_f0b3_4ad5_9973_bd20e7]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__15_a5df4ddb_aa1e_4ec9_8563_b6f503]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_ce6b0693_978f_499b_a549_39e3ce]$3,000,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_f67ff914_2a39_431f_b387_9a626a]$0


[bookmark: _PAR__8_7d542fdc_8bd9_47cb_9471_019ec139]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__5157b9bb_29f7_4488_91b8_fa][bookmark: _PAR__9_c5c4bbd7_5b97_4163_972c_e696c8a6]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__7be194e7_e1e8_436f_a8f3_68c744][bookmark: _PAR__10_fecf7964_be96_4f0b_8e5a_a8aefac]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__11_11f078bf_0850_4352_9b99_1b3a298]This amendment replaces the bill and changes the title.  It authorizes the Maine Clean Water Fund to be used for repayment of loans held by public wastewater systems.  It requires the Department of Environmental Protection to establish a competitive process to use $3,000,000 in funds from the Maine Clean Water Fund to provide funding for the repayment of loans held by public wastewater systems. It requires the department, in evaluating applications for loan repayment and awarding funds under the competitive process, to seek to provide funding to public wastewater systems most at risk of defaulting on their debt. The department is required to make an initial award of funds by July 1, 2026.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__b46a0d8d_73af_41d][bookmark: _PAR__12_dde40004_4932_472a_b312_e662160]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__13_daaf943d_b537_4075_b3f7_55847c8](See attached)
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