131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Allow Municipalities to Adopt Ordinances Governing Temporary Signs
L.D. 866
An Act to Improve Visibility and Restore the Beauty of Maine's Roadways by Limiting Signs in the Public Right-of-way
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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a81d1414_282e_4ba6_9e66_f4][bookmark: _PAR__11_ec7006e4_a267_4a0f_b487_0a508c1]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_8b239f82_9476_47ae_be50_291c934]'An Act to Allow Municipalities to Adopt Ordinances Governing Temporary Signs'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e67d9688_2bd2_4ab7_ac0e_9d][bookmark: _PAR__13_82f2c8bb_086a_4333_8d5d_f4e259e]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_73e67943_bd48_4674_8515_ab03247]'Sec. 1.  23 MRSA §1903, sub-§15-A, as enacted by PL 2015, c. 403, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_7d0ff25d_379c_4b34_b38d_5913827]15-A.  Temporary sign.  "Temporary sign" means a sign bearing a noncommercial message that has been placed within the public right-of-way for a limited period of time and is less than 4 feet by 8 feet in size.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_1061d3c4_9b01_459c_8ae9_0c5c61d]Sec. 2.  23 MRSA §1913-A, sub-§1, ¶G, as amended by PL 2015, c. 403, §4, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_e28fe551_399e_4c10_9715_65fae6b]G.  Hand-held signs not affixed to the ground or buildings; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_ea6d4cee_e5c5_43a6_a671_71ff985]Sec. 3.  23 MRSA §1913-A, sub-§1, ¶I, as amended by PL 2015, c. 403, §4, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__19_e4e20092_7690_4570_ae09_a55fcc9]I.  Adopt-A-Highway Program signs allowed under section 1117; and.
[bookmark: _PAR__20_5498bb98_5eed_4a24_a772_9b3de97]Sec. 4.  23 MRSA §1913-A, sub-§1, ¶L, as amended by PL 2019, c. 594, §1, is repealed.
[bookmark: _PAR__21_989dfa6f_7e89_482b_9aad_850552a]Sec. 5.  23 MRSA §1913-A, sub-§7 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__22_462d4f47_fc39_4383_afca_f71f429]7.  Temporary signs.  A temporary sign may not be placed in any municipality unless allowed by municipal ordinance. If a municipality adopts an ordinance allowing temporary signs, the municipality shall provide notice of the adopted ordinance to the Department of Transportation.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_8b6a4654_83cc_40a3_b62b_64943d8][bookmark: _PAR__2_ae87c83d_b41b_4fa6_8ace_0a7a4926]Sec. 6.  23 MRSA §1917-B, as enacted by PL 2015, c. 403, §6, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_a5c629e5_09e3_43de_8b7a_9dc9ff15]§1917-B.  Unlawful removal of temporary signs
[bookmark: _PAR__4_d87b1337_f733_4788_a555_9398355e]A person who takes, defaces or disturbs a sign placed within the public right-of-way in accordance with section 1913‑A,  subsection 1, paragraph L subsection 7 commits a civil violation for which a fine of up to $250 may be adjudged.  This section does not apply to a person authorized to remove signs placed within the public right-of-way in accordance with section 1913‑A, subsection 1, paragraph L by municipal ordinance.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_5c7a8355_2c57_4d19_b3e8_999f7023]Sec. 7.  Effective date. This Act takes effect May 1, 2024.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__5834ce48_7ce5_4efd_b81e_df][bookmark: _PAR__6_0ecfbab6_57f6_4a68_a653_23add498]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__ed5f47dc_6cfe_450b_b5a3_f48555][bookmark: _PAR__7_fda5ff5f_f596_44c7_9030_0ef27461]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__8_775a874b_4206_482c_a468_6c05a772]This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, replaces the bill. The amendment retains the requirement in current law that limits the size of temporary signs to less than 4 feet by 8 feet but bans the placement of temporary signs in municipalities unless allowed by municipal ordinance and requires municipalities that allow temporary signs to notify the Department of Transportation. The amendment adds an effective date of May 1, 2024.
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