132nd Maine Legislature
Resolve, to Establish the Working Group to Review and Update the Laws Governing Harness Racing
L.D. 793
An Act to Modernize Gaming Revenue Allocations and Increase Efforts to Prevent Gambling Addiction
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_d0db7dda_9b85_4406_815e_7b13fff]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 358, L.D. 793, “An Act to Modernize Gaming Revenue Allocations and Increase Efforts to Prevent Gambling Addiction”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__15509ff0_32c4_4fac_8ab6_05][bookmark: _PAR__11_48602e00_f542_4f53_8832_e784947]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_e152d47f_48b0_4903_8739_b2b9ec1]'Resolve, to Establish the Working Group to Review and Update the Laws Governing Harness Racing'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e650fc94_6b46_4c51_b055_2a][bookmark: _PAR__13_5a4bbb3a_e432_42dc_a874_80a08e7]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the title and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_2c83f7c7_9896_4d74_b8a6_0fad131]'Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_64648586_2e51_4326_83d0_85c67b4]Whereas, the effective date for acts and resolves of the Legislature is likely to be in early October; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_9bc074cb_2687_4fbb_b2ec_ee10eb9]Whereas, the report required by this legislation must be submitted by December 3, 2025; and
[bookmark: _PAR__17_bb4733d9_3f9f_403d_a4a7_f0278e9]Whereas, the working group established by this legislation needs sufficient time in which to complete its work; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_8b8f40d3_d6e3_4f39_80ef_6f024ea]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _PAR__19_bae6a2f6_78db_47ea_b4c8_208ccc5]Sec. 1.  Working group established.  Resolved:  That the Working Group to Review and Update the Laws Governing Harness Racing, referred to in this resolve as "the working group," is established.
[bookmark: _PAR__20_53631525_7936_49ec_9401_d8a0cea]Sec. 2.  Working group membership.  Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the working group consists of 12 members appointed as follows:
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_c8c20bb2_67e7_4969_90d4_c96bcbb][bookmark: _PAR__2_ffa94c25_3558_4ca7_8e42_53c1aad2]1.  Two members of the Senate, appointed by the President of the Senate, including a member from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature, one of whom serves on the Joint Standing Committee on Veterans and Legal Affairs;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_249cfe26_5f80_48d2_9775_121f26bd]2.  Two members of the House of Representatives, appointed by the Speaker of the House, including at least one member from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature, one of whom serves on the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_c0356aaf_e9a9_48de_a055_327ae1d8]3.  One member of the State Harness Racing Commission, appointed by the President of the Senate;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_f4c09a39_b92a_4668_bff0_8c5ea22f]4.  One member representing a statewide association of horse owners, trainers and drivers, appointed by the President of the Senate;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_f2c0f62a_8aab_44ec_9e9d_f4d6759e]5.  One member representing a statewide organization of Standardbred breeders, appointed by the President of the Senate;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_cf46be0d_f1b4_47f9_b961_d5cf8aca]6.  One member representing licensed commercial tracks, appointed by the President of the Senate;
[bookmark: _PAR__8_a80714ea_ecea_41c4_99be_ff1b853f]7.  One member representing licensed off-track betting facilities, appointed by the Speaker of the House;
[bookmark: _PAR__9_2b2f30cf_2b8b_4e61_8c8d_fc7e57c6]8.  One member representing agricultural fairs that conduct pari-mutuel wagering, appointed by the Speaker of the House; 
[bookmark: _PAR__10_5da863b5_68ec_4149_8af9_3fe4199]9.  One member who is a veteran of the United States Armed Forces, appointed by the Speaker of the House; and
[bookmark: _PAR__11_b0195686_b4c2_4b91_bf78_0e9bf50]10.  One member of the public with experience in hospitality, tourism or advertising, appointed by the Speaker of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_b1615535_0bd9_4658_bcf9_e629872]Sec. 3.  Chairs.  Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the Senate member who serves on the Joint Standing Committee on Veterans and Legal Affairs is the Senate chair and the House of Representatives member who serves on the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry is the House chair of the working group.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_fe0d781a_1a74_42e5_8c8a_44984ca]Sec. 4.  Appointments; convening of working group.  Resolved:  That all appointments must be made no later than 30 days following the effective date of this resolve.  The appointing authorities shall notify the Executive Director of the Legislative Council once all appointments have been completed.  After appointment of all members, the chairs shall call and convene the first meeting of the working group.  If 30 days or more after the effective date of this resolve a majority of but not all appointments have been made, the chairs may request authority and the Legislative Council may grant authority for the working group to meet and conduct its business.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_002ff3ab_adfd_47e2_be40_0970678]Sec. 5.  Duties.  Resolved:  That the working group shall review the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 8, chapter 11 and prepare a partial or complete revision of that chapter and any other sections of law reasonably related to harness racing in the State as may be necessary to modernize and sustain the sport of harness racing and to provide support for gambling addiction.  The working group shall evaluate, but is not limited to evaluating, the following:
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_64d9c102_65d9_43b6_b3a0_0e47b79][bookmark: _PAR__2_ffe83d9d_bad4_4784_ad7a_6d650053]1.  The availability of suitable facilities to conduct harness racing and how to encourage development or preservation of those facilities;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_1c1a0866_1597_44c1_8c4c_3b0b98c0]2.  Strategies to create a predictable annual schedule of races while maintaining the quality of racing and promoting the health and safety of animal and human participants in the sport;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_9fc1b84b_a940_445a_9ba7_2d532c28]3.  Streamlining rules governing the licensing process and reducing complexity of those rules; 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_09672b59_145b_49bd_b4e3_fd1294d2]4.  The economic impact of the sport and the allocation of existing resources; and
[bookmark: _PAR__6_ed2e9d3e_8c73_453b_99e1_9190cd89]5.  Successful models for the promotion or sustainment of racing as may exist in other jurisdictions.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_37d4b997_89ba_460c_96a6_f24a558b]Sec. 6.  Staff assistance.  Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the Legislative Council shall provide necessary staffing services to the working group, except that Legislative Council staff support is not authorized when the Legislature is in regular or special session.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_2085f975_f011_4c4a_bece_678e8edf]Sec. 7.  Report.  Resolved:  That, no later than December 3, 2025, the working group shall submit a report that includes its findings and recommendations, including suggested legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Veterans and Legal Affairs and the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry.  The Joint Standing Committee on Veterans and Legal Affairs and the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry may each report out legislation related to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_0e1209c3_bb39_45bc_a2b1_2b1d966b]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__7d39fcd8_5a29_44d9_bb14_c2][bookmark: _PAR__10_d154364a_03b2_4252_845d_023f04d]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__3a51baba_697c_4f57_9c2f_db55fd][bookmark: _PAR__11_3827c20d_4cfe_4b38_b628_58cd4d9]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__12_ec42436a_ca61_4b8a_9b2f_b6556af]This amendment replaces the bill, which is a concept draft, with a resolve. The amendment establishes a working group to review the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 8, chapter 11, which governs harness racing, and prepare a partial or complete revision of that chapter and any other sections of law reasonably related to harness racing in the State as may be necessary to modernize and sustain the sport of harness racing and to provide support for gambling addiction. The working group is required to submit a report, including its findings and recommendations, and any suggested legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Veterans and Legal Affairs and the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, both of which are authorized to report out legislation related to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature. The amendment includes an emergency preamble and emergency clause.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__09b1faf6_db74_47c][bookmark: _PAR__13_4efebfdf_68a8_4f19_8930_80dbe89]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__14_1cdfc65a_caf0_4919_bc1f_830f3a9](See attached)
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