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[bookmark: _PAR__6_fc5ec4c8_c131_4431_a0c1_08aea71a]STATE OF MAINE
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_379a1a29_d24a_4dbf_bbaa_d4d41c6]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 296, L.D. 681, “An Act Regarding Public Higher Education Funding in the State”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e1703eb3_2005_426a_95a6_6b][bookmark: _PAR__11_6043b833_0a7b_4d7f_a79e_4a1d13c]Amend the bill in section 1 in §10018 in the first indented paragraph in the first line (page 1, line 4 in L.D.) by inserting after the following: "thereafter," the following: 'in addition to any adjustment for inflation,'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e2bc7fc1_bf15_454c_b990_d4][bookmark: _PAR__12_c31969f8_a506_4028_9647_5505fbb]Amend the bill in section 1 in §10018 in the first indented paragraph in the 3rd line (page 1, line 6 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "5%" and inserting the following: '2% above the baseline budget'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__bbcac959_828c_4280_96ce_09][bookmark: _PAR__13_f6cd2849_56b6_4227_a0c8_5e97d63]Amend the bill by striking out all of section 2 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_6797d9e3_e202_4ca6_acd3_8709850]'Sec. 2.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
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[bookmark: _PAR__17_89368733_2f68_4725_8201_e6ab787]Initiative: Provides ongoing funds to increase the percentage of the Maine Maritime Academy's total state appropriation as a share of its total operating costs by 2% until the percentage of the total state appropriation as a share of the Maine Maritime Academy's total operating costs equals at least the lesser of the percentage of the University of Maine System's and the Maine Community College System's total state appropriation compared to each respective system's total operating costs.
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	[bookmark: _LINE__29_b566917d_1268_4318_b06e_c90f04]$1,161,107
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	[bookmark: _LINE__31_10980de8_2013_4c2d_852b_cfe11b]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__90152fa1_2824_479f_b4d8_9b][bookmark: _PAR__20_a8ec59a1_6f26_4d63_9f50_60a6769]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_4861f819_f84a_4820_9bdc_e3a2af73]This amendment provides that beginning in fiscal year 2025-26, and each fiscal year thereafter, in addition to any adjustment for inflation, the Legislature must increase the percentage of the Maine Maritime Academy's total state appropriation as a share of its total operating cost by 2% above the baseline budget until the percentage of the Maine Maritime Academy's total state appropriation as a share of the academy's total operating costs equals at least the lesser of the percentages of the University of Maine System's and the Maine Community College System's total state appropriation as a share of each respective system's total operating costs. The amendment changes the percentage increase provided under the bill, which requires an annual increase by 5%.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_9e85e286_74e3_4c75_93ba_9b8cbc1a]The amendment also removes the provisions of the bill that establish the Commission to Study the Funding of Public Institutions of Higher Education.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_29c54f4e_863c_4004_828b_599f63d9]The amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section.
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