131st Maine Legislature
An Act Regarding False Public Alarms or Reports and Aggravated False Public Alarms or Reports
L.D. 405
An Act to Prevent False Reporting Leading to Evacuation, Shutdown or Lockdown
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__9e70a807_bebc_4634_955a_4f][bookmark: _PAGE__1_d207aff8_1111_45aa_8e09_a00872c][bookmark: _PAR__2_ab84cac8_9503_418a_b47e_668250a0]L.D. 405
[bookmark: _PAR__3_84990027_a6f4_49a4_9e05_d0de2fb5]Date:	(Filing No. S-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_b6fcec97_00df_42cd_9eef_9c1345ee]CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_e9e13b7d_6a6d_4d1d_8281_c743b409]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_ebb435a2_28c6_4368_912c_d541966a]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_76e6211f_b96d_40f8_8e5d_a9135ccd]SENATE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_7b0730d7_ec35_4c23_b985_027f2cd2]131ST LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_40935248_f58b_4867_b2e6_ffff440f]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_3ed168f8_3399_4363_ba7d_3aebd32]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 186, L.D. 405, “An Act to Prevent False Reporting Leading to Evacuation, Shutdown or Lockdown”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b294717f_be2c_44d0_acd9_6e][bookmark: _PAR__11_ea1f11a7_3d8f_43e6_a607_e582471]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_d5be7c0b_56a6_4bee_9f5a_8fe438e]'An Act Regarding False Public Alarms or Reports and Aggravated False Public Alarms or Reports'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__5e5bb4f0_dbbe_490a_88f9_79][bookmark: _PAR__13_d4add183_0f3c_4c8a_ba8d_e21b228]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_5aa7ef05_395c_4310_a340_30cb4eb]'Sec. 1.  17-A MRSA §509, as amended by PL 1977, c. 510, §56, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_899e010f_8b31_4773_a332_b06e713]§509.  False public alarm or report; aggravated false public alarm or report
[bookmark: _PAR__16_5f4d7ae7_7690_4a37_a3fa_5d32d37]1.   A person is guilty of false public alarm or report if:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_c4c285a6_5017_4626_a07b_2b762a8]A.  He The person knowingly gives or causes to be given false information to any a law enforcement officer, an emergency communications center or the enhanced 9-1-1 services established in Title 25, chapter 352 with the intent of inducing such the officer, the emergency communications center or any other emergency services personnel to believe that a crime has been committed or that another has committed a crime, knowing the information to be false; or
[bookmark: _PAR__18_d6791c9c_8eb5_45ad_9b8b_e7fa9fc]B.  He The person knowingly gives or causes to be given false information to any a law enforcement officer, a member of a fire fighting firefighting agency, including a volunteer fire department, an emergency communications center, the enhanced 9-1-1 services established in Title 25, chapter 352 or any other person knowing that such the other person is likely to communicate the information to a law enforcement officer or, a member of a fire fighting firefighting agency, an emergency communications center or any other emergency services personnel concerning a fire, explosive or other similar substance which that is capable of endangering the safety of persons, knowing that such the information is false, or knowing that he the person has no information relating to the fire, explosive or other similar substance.; or
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_e0b7a187_0b5d_48c8_8005_bc38170][bookmark: _PAR__2_d25ab58b_b962_4dd5_b595_d6aa4e56]C.  He The person knowingly gives or causes to be given false information concerning an emergency to any an ambulance service, an emergency communications center, the enhanced 9-1-1 services established in Title 25, chapter 352, any other emergency services personnel or to any a government agency or public utility that deals with emergencies involving danger to life or property, with the intent of inducing such the service, personnel, agency, center or utility to respond to the reported emergency, knowing such the information to be false.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_8b311593_b00c_4951_b80a_32984b53]A violation of this subsection is a Class D crime.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_068ca936_edc2_446d_ac3b_f5fb136a]For the purposes of this subsection, "emergency communications center" means a state, county or municipal government entity that receives calls by 9-1-1, business lines, radio or other methods requesting public service or emergency response from public safety agencies and, as appropriate, dispatches requests to public safety agencies and assists in coordinating the response between agencies and other specialized professionals.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_ad96066d_50d8_42d6_b387_b43d623f]2.   False public alarm is a Class D crime.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_41b42c56_46df_4fd1_9ab4_1dd8c789]3.   A person is guilty of aggravated false public alarm or report if the person violates subsection 1 and the violation causes the evacuation, shutdown or lockdown of a building, school, public square or park, place of assembly or public transportation facility.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_a1512e87_21a2_4249_9ed7_aec92266]A violation of this subsection is a Class C crime.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_c3f8041c_3f60_4466_9e2f_81eebc21]Sec. 2.  17-A MRSA §1501, sub-§8, ¶C, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 170, §1, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_5a14c55b_4be5_49f9_95d2_f94dab6d]C.  The discriminatory motive of the person in making a false public alarm or report or an aggravated false public alarm in violation of section 509, subsection 1; and'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__348082e0_7b69_4efe_bc78_15][bookmark: _PAR__10_6ee9f5a7_8051_4d50_b69b_f6d3262]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__b4c579e9_c56b_404e_9e74_0acaa3][bookmark: _PAR__11_a33a360d_63bc_4eb0_b1fc_44d1640]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__12_01b9bc16_16ba_431d_a4b6_b582272]This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, replaces the bill and changes the title.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_b58bdbc4_b428_4d13_b738_18b99cc]It adds emergency communications centers to the list of organizations that may receive false information during the commission of the crimes of false public alarm or report and aggravated false public alarm or report.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_fd3ba906_dc69_4ccc_bc97_161733b]It defines "emergency communications center" to mean a state, county or municipal government entity that receives calls by 9-1-1, business lines, radio or other methods requesting public service or emergency response from public safety agencies and, as appropriate, dispatches requests to public safety agencies and assists in coordinating the response between agencies and other specialized professionals.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_20b7f7ae_0db2_40dc_89bd_4a4b8c0]It removes language in the bill that would trigger the crime of aggravated false public alarm or report if the violation generates an emergency response from a law enforcement officer or agency, firefighter or firefighting agency or any other emergency services personnel.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__37da31c6_017d_408][bookmark: _PAR__16_bd317b17_cb25_4e3a_844c_18cee25]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__17_c8b8cd6e_4eb9_4626_a565_c445840](See attached)
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