131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Amend the Laws Regarding the Use of Licensed Professional Engineers on Certain Public Works Projects
L.D. 354
An Act to Amend the Laws Regarding the Use of Engineers on Public Works Projects over $100,000
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_6fad49d7_7816_4776_8fed_6c639de]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 161, L.D. 354, “An Act to Amend the Laws Regarding the Use of Engineers on Public Works Projects over $100,000”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__713f41a8_00b9_4c2d_b82b_73][bookmark: _PAR__11_fa67c2d7_84ef_4122_9907_cbd7666]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_db04c8ff_2105_402e_b782_c35520c]'An Act to Amend the Laws Regarding the Use of Licensed Professional Engineers on Certain Public Works Projects'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__2fb31eeb_1c39_4f95_b3af_62][bookmark: _PAR__13_c828051e_b2ed_499c_afb8_1d7f618]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_a24c8edd_0aae_427d_8f25_90a8149]'Sec. 1.  32 MRSA §1254, as amended by PL 2019, c. 375, §3, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_d23d2331_776b_418c_94f6_10bab0a]§1254.  Public works
[bookmark: _PAR__16_f2b5d320_aa42_4449_b700_dea71b8]1.  Requirement for licensed professional engineer; exception.  When any department of this State or any of this State's political subdivisions or any county, city, town, township or plantation engages in construction of a public works project that involves professional engineering, the services of a licensed professional engineer must be used in the public works project unless:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_e9b9d19d_f6a7_4b8a_a853_72d5057]A.  An authorized representative of the department of this State or any of this State's political subdivisions or any county, city, town, township or plantation engaged in the construction of a public works project issues a written determination that the life, health and property of the public will be adequately protected without the services of a licensed professional engineer; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_282863be_3a48_4ed3_ac31_647389e]B.  The contemplated expenditure for the completed project does not exceed $250,000.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_5a20ea21_1643_4254_96b6_77a5b5e]For purposes of this subsection, the Director of the Bureau of General Services within the Department of Administrative and Financial Services is the authorized representative of a department of this State engaged in public works projects that constitute public improvements under Title 5, chapter 153.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_72042a46_3023_42ad_8755_2fae398][bookmark: _PAR__2_13d8457b_eb60_4685_b01a_e6680a57]2.  Continuing authority to require licensed professional engineer.  Subsection 1 may not be construed to limit the authority of a department of this State or any of this State's political subdivisions or any county, city, town, township or plantation to require the services of a licensed professional engineer for any public works project.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__eb315604_cd04_4e2d_9c31_61][bookmark: _PAR__3_584d3a65_3bf2_4ad3_9762_065f3c21]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__4118b409_446b_44a5_b780_5f5cb2][bookmark: _PAR__4_e9e0fbd0_b3a2_4ac8_a0da_624fb60d]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__5_81756bf6_66d0_42a2_9139_05705e1e]This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, replaces the bill, which is a concept draft, and changes the title.  It repeals and replaces the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 32, section 1254.  It exempts certain public works construction projects that would otherwise require the services of a licensed professional engineer if: an authorized representative of a department of this State or any of this State's political subdivisions or any county, city, town, township or plantation engaged in the construction of a public works project issues a written determination that the life, health and property of the public will be adequately protected without the services of a licensed professional engineer; and the contemplated expenditure for the completed project does not exceed $250,000.  For purposes of issuing the written determination, the Director of the Bureau of General Services within the Department of Administrative and Financial Services is the authorized representative of a department of this State engaged in public works that constitute public improvements under Title 5, chapter 153. The amendment also clarifies that a department of this State or any of this State's political subdivisions or any county, city, town, township or plantation may still require the services of a licensed professional engineer for any public works project that meets both conditions.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__cd6d5b4a_0e14_466][bookmark: _PAR__6_0d58745e_9370_40ca_96d9_7ac926fa]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
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