132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Authorize the Public Utilities Commission to Approve Rate Adjustments for Low-income Water Utility Ratepayers
L.D. 241
An Act to Authorize the Public Utilities Commission to Approve Rate Adjustments for Low-income Water Utility Ratepayers
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__3352d9ce_0d46_4b4b_b396_ad][bookmark: _PAGE__1_2d57a81c_5931_431e_b8a2_72952e4][bookmark: _PAR__2_9e2492ba_5e7d_444d_9893_0931bc83]L.D. 241
[bookmark: _PAR__3_b23b576c_e2f7_4528_825a_1782aee6]Date:	(Filing No. S-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_b81c12ab_f0de_406b_8bd0_087bc246]ENERGY, UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_e8067b6f_2a63_4633_b48a_1bbbfb2c]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_5d9d1392_4393_4cfb_90f9_5b373947]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_6f3c2f59_faab_4c41_8a36_2ac10b52]SENATE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_5b01a571_ebaf_491e_91f8_390d46fa]132ND LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_9a0ba620_55d4_4a8c_97e9_909106cc]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_5446ce94_7a0b_49b1_ac6b_52aff1c]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 107, L.D. 241, “An Act to Authorize the Public Utilities Commission to Approve Rate Adjustments for Low-income Water Utility Ratepayers”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__71b10613_ffe0_4ec4_955c_1d][bookmark: _PAR__11_cfed3b61_bf2b_4356_818a_cb4c030]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_afef569a_5577_485a_9a2f_0ea9258]'Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §6115 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_9c2bffba_d59c_40c7_8dd8_6e6c27b]§6115.  Low-income assistance
[bookmark: _PAR__14_d809c46d_dbb4_4371_be9b_094f5f9]Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, a water utility or group of water utilities may petition the commission for approval of a low-income assistance program to allow a qualifying low-income residential ratepayer to receive a discount or credit applying to the amount the residential ratepayer would otherwise owe to the water utility.  The commission may approve the proposed discount or credit if it determines that the proposal is a cost-effective means of keeping water affordable for low-income residential ratepayers.  The commission may not require a water utility to initiate a low-income assistance program pursuant to this section.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_7ec7676a_ac4a_4714_ac37_adfaed0]For the purposes of this section, "residential ratepayer" means a customer who is considered residential under the terms and conditions of the water utility.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8dd8f69e_168b_4169_8648_37][bookmark: _PAR__16_faf704cc_dc6b_4a5f_a312_350cfa3]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__1ff6358e_2934_49f6_92a7_26ed82][bookmark: _PAR__17_54c2f4c5_efaa_46b5_b20e_c9b4270]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__18_ead7c74b_685c_4831_83c5_1665a2b][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__8f77ab2c_83c8_4e2d_951a_a7c][bookmark: _PAGE__2_24f92c04_e0ca_44b2_a35a_3db0582][bookmark: _PAR__2_3bfd6e89_4339_49e7_9731_1f717577]This amendment replaces the bill.  The amendment allows, instead of requires as in the bill, the Public Utilities Commission to approve the rate change if it determines that the proposal is a cost-effective way to keep water affordable for low-income residential ratepayers.  This amendment prohibits the commission from requiring a water utility to initiate a low-income assistance program.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__b986ba54_66f2_4f7][bookmark: _PAR__3_0acf0d8d_6448_445b_a0e1_d4a3103f]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__4_df6d5a40_fcb9_41da_9b9a_9ad011e9](See attached)
LR0540, item 2 - 132nd Maine Legislature, page 2
