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[bookmark: _PAR__13_3d78c7ff_eb71_4e03_8d8f_648b0ab]6.  Benefits not considered income.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary unless enacted in express limitation of this subsection, the amount of any home energy assistance payments or allowances provided directly to, or indirectly for the benefit of, a household under this section may not be considered income or resources of that household or any member of that household for any purpose under any state law, including any law relating to taxation, to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits administered under Title 22, section 3104 and to public assistance or welfare programs.'
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_23644f4c_7679_412f_84c1_50d07ece]This amendment clarifies a provision in the bill that states that payments and assistance distributed from the Low-income Home Energy Assistance Program are not considered income for any purpose under state law, including any law relating to taxation, to Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits and to public assistance or welfare programs, by incorporating the provision into the section of statute that directs the Maine State Housing Authority to administer the program.  The amendment also reduces the appropriation to the Low-income Home Energy Assistance Program Administrative Efficiency Fund from $2,000,000 to $1,000,000 and specifies that balances remaining in the fund on June 30, 2023 must be returned to the General Fund.
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