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[bookmark: _PAR__10_a7f9f698_9607_4b27_bf6b_9a411c3]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 1456, L.D. 2266, “An Act Regarding Offshore Wind Terminals Located in Coastal Sand Dune Systems”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__befb49f7_ec08_4b1b_aed2_51][bookmark: _PAR__11_abefd241_b0bb_414a_bfa3_e255e94]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_8b0aca1e_aefa_43a6_ae0b_3506415]'An Act Regarding Restoration and Protection of Coastal Sand Dune Systems and Permitting of an Offshore Wind Terminal on Sears Island'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d318e6e0_5e09_47eb_a852_c5][bookmark: _PAR__13_893f7b51_9518_4ddb_85da_d593fff]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_f56ca7d3_ace5_4b13_8cae_c4a45df]'Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §480-KK is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_9e46381a_06ce_4f27_a384_4806dc2]§480-KK.  Coastal Sand Dune Restoration and Protection Fund
[bookmark: _PAR__16_a33258ff_26a4_43ac_a0cb_8ffe191]1.  Fund established; purposes and administration.  The Coastal Sand Dune Restoration and Protection Fund, referred to in this section as "the fund," is established as a nonlapsing fund within the department from which the department may pay up to 50% of the eligible costs incurred in a project to restore, protect, conserve, nourish or revegetate a coastal sand dune system, except that eligible costs for projects relating to coastal sand dune systems and addressing technical assistance and public education may be paid up to 100%.  The department may prioritize funding of projects that use nature-based or ecologically enhanced techniques for restoring, protecting, conserving, nourishing or revegetating a coastal sand dune system.  Any balance remaining in the fund must continue without lapse from year to year and remain available only for the purposes for which the fund is established.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_b8166ba2_9a98_4417_8ff4_5bddc24]2.  Prohibited expenditures.  The department may not use money in the fund to fund projects in a coastal sand dune system where public access is not provided to the beach or waterfront area adjacent to the coastal sand dune system.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_cf57bc51_a788_4941_b55d_aa10a39]3.  Staffing support.  The department may use money in the fund for staffing to support administration and implementation of activities authorized under this section.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_683b4747_d41b_4530_b5a2_caaaaf8]4.  Public education program.  The department may use money in the fund to develop a coordinated public education program related to coastal sand dune systems.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_2dbeae3e_3387_42e6_bcb2_bc31c0c][bookmark: _PAR__2_d5e1a401_a8f3_4738_90cc_e5c9c8b6]5.  Funding sources.  The fund may receive money from any source, public or private.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_bcbb1f36_a1aa_4036_83bb_a73197c0]Sec. 2. Permitting of offshore wind terminal on Sears Island.  Notwithstanding any provision of law or Department of Environmental Protection rule prohibiting the construction of new structures in a coastal sand dune system, the Department of Environmental Protection is authorized to grant a permit under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 480-D for construction of an offshore wind terminal on Sears Island in the Town of Searsport to be located on or that will otherwise impact the Sears Island jetty dune, as long as the project satisfies all other applicable permitting and licensing criteria under Title 35-A, chapter 34 and Title 38, chapter 3.  The department is not authorized to grant more than one permit under Title 38, section 480-D for construction of an offshore wind terminal on Sears Island in accordance with this section.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_7d6a0ebb_ac6c_4594_85bb_77681395]For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_8255b4b2_233b_42a8_9435_aecbf69b]1.  "Coastal sand dune system" has the same meaning as in Title 38, section 480-B, subsection 1.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_8c11ff41_5b7c_4f66_a1b8_eb33a8e9]2. "Offshore wind terminal" has the same meaning as in Title 35-A, section 3410, subsection 1, paragraph D.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_e71d0fdc_7725_41c3_8953_b0f09735]3.  "Sears Island jetty dune" means a coastal sand dune system on Sears Island in the Town of Searsport that is approximately 4/10 of an acre in size and located south of and abutting the jetty on the western side of the island on the parcel of land reserved for port development, also known as "the Transportation Parcel," with the dune's southerly corner located at or near Longitude -68.8916 and Latitude 44.4438 and the dune's westerly corner located at or near Longitude -68.8923 and Latitude 44.4444.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_3d47964d_d301_41f6_b004_e3829612]Sec. 3. Sears Island dune conservation.  The Department of Transportation, in collaboration with the Maine Coast Heritage Trust, shall take all reasonable steps to ensure the conservation and protection of a parcel of land in the northwest portion of Sears Island in the Town of Searsport that is approximately 10 acres in size and that includes the Sears Island northwest dune, consistent with the Buffer Conservation Easement, and to provide pedestrian access to that parcel and the Sears Island northwest dune from the causeway to Sears Island through the intertidal zone.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_47acaa85_376f_426d_8d81_542aeedb]For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_8fae6ff7_e95d_4ebf_bbb8_9eb8608]1.  "Buffer Conservation Easement" means the easement between the State of Maine and the Maine Coast Heritage Trust dated January 22, 2009 and recorded in the Waldo County Registry of Deeds, Book 3289, Page 300.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_a88c124f_3a75_4184_8cbc_0e535bc]2.  "Coastal sand dune system" has the same meaning as in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 480-B, subsection 1.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_bb4c4b99_e1e0_4323_90f6_e7ed81a]3.  "Sears Island northwest dune" means a coastal sand dune system on the northwestern side of Sears Island in the Town of Searsport that is approximately one and one-half acres in size, approximately 1,200 feet long and 30 to 65 feet wide and located north of the jetty and southwest of the causeway to Sears Island, on the parcel of land reserved for port development, also known as "the Transportation Parcel," with the dune's southerly end located at or near Longitude -68.8877 and Latitude 44.4517 and the dune's northerly end located at or near Longitude -68.885 and Latitude 44.4545.
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_93a25436_9b4b_4306_b4e2_a4931c3][bookmark: _PAR__2_2e3d1e69_255d_45f3_a250_80d36af0]Sec. 4. Transfer from General Fund unappropriated surplus.  On or before September 1, 2024, the State Controller shall transfer $1,000,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Department of Environmental Protection, Coastal Sand Dune Restoration and Protection Fund, Other Special Revenue Funds account to provide payments to help fund costs related to eligible projects in the State to restore, protect, conserve, nourish or revegetate coastal sand dune systems in the State and for other authorized purposes in accordance with the provisions of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 480-KK.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_5fe834f9_a5a3_4229_8dcb_c539a8b3]Sec. 5.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_8507fc7c_4c8e_4880_b829_3d175ff1]ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__5_0633c460_8ff5_4bdb_ae1f_55b7dc64]Coastal Sand Dune Restoration and Protection Fund N964
[bookmark: _PAR__6_26265274_47f2_4428_b4d8_5a7674c8]Initiative: Provides an allocation to allow for expenditures regarding projects that meet specific criteria and restore, protect, conserve, nourish or revegetate coastal sand dune systems in the State.
	[bookmark: _PAR__7_3458fd87_3512_4929_a85f_f1ec7436][bookmark: _LINE__16_20d7834d_0c5e_4d09_b7ba_83dd50]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_0c001bbf_3e6d_4c3d_addf_94dfd8]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_ef164f54_7933_49af_aa70_5dbfb6]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__17_725973a1_b8ad_45b4_b8f1_a08e0b]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_464cf197_0d00_4e47_bb38_5b04bd]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_1ee8b45e_4a56_4563_8fda_82564a]$1,000,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__18_ea642cf6_544e_4f89_a833_307c4c] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_89887ff9_cf48_4b0a_a839_1736e0]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_bd356ca9_2d16_4f10_bc03_cdeee8]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__19_aeb523eb_aad7_47de_91fa_7b492b]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_6131274b_f79e_404f_b281_8a35e4]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_e42dbb6c_d415_42c4_96a9_5cbbd9]$1,000,000


[bookmark: _PAR__8_42de010c_783e_4ae8_986a_83f1d648]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__028e7d99_8ed0_4cc0_ae41_7c][bookmark: _PAR__9_fbdff669_4804_4f08_ad62_d15c597a]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__4f38000d_6483_4641_9be1_b65fee][bookmark: _PAR__10_4ce71c56_b393_44c7_85b6_3640c30]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__11_c9025050_958f_45e7_abea_310be4a]This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, replaces the bill and changes the title.  It establishes within the Department of Environmental Protection the Coastal Sand Dune Restoration and Protection Fund, from which the department may pay up to 50% of the eligible costs incurred in a project to restore, protect, conserve, nourish or revegetate a coastal sand dune system and up to 100% of eligible costs for projects relating to coastal sand dune systems and addressing technical assistance and public education.  The amendment directs the State Controller, on or before September 1, 2024, to transfer $1,000,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Coastal Sand Dune Restoration and Protection Fund to fund eligible sand dune projects and provides a corresponding allocation for that amount.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_7e302f7e_db37_4a44_bf9e_4666896][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__4fea5a6f_32f3_45af_9d80_7a9][bookmark: _PAGE__4_a74a5084_acbf_436b_91e6_3603e76][bookmark: _PAR__2_fca276e8_361b_4174_b1f6_fc994d1d]The amendment also authorizes the Department of Environmental Protection, notwithstanding any provision of law or department rule prohibiting the construction of new structures in a coastal sand dune system, to consider and potentially grant a permit under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 480-D for construction of an offshore wind terminal on Sears Island in the Town of Searsport to be located on or that will otherwise impact a coastal sand dune system on the island, as long as the project satisfies all other applicable permitting and licensing criteria under Title 35-A, chapter 34 and Title 38, chapter 3.  The coastal sand dune system on Sears Island that would potentially be impacted through the construction of an offshore wind terminal is approximately 4/10 of an acre in size and located south of and abutting the jetty on the western side of the island on the parcel of land reserved for port development, also known as "the Transportation Parcel."
[bookmark: _PAR__3_6854c2d5_2895_4cf8_bc51_a7c15505]The amendment also directs the Department of Transportation, in collaboration with the Maine Coast Heritage Trust, to take all reasonable steps to ensure the conservation and protection of a parcel of land in the northwest portion of Sears Island that is approximately 10 acres in size and that includes a different coastal sand dune system on the island and to provide pedestrian access to that parcel and dune from the causeway to Sears Island through the intertidal zone.  The coastal sand dune system on Sears Island to be conserved and protected is approximately one and one-half acres in size, approximately 1,200 feet long and 30 to 65 feet wide and located on the northwestern side of the island, north of the jetty and southwest of the causeway to Sears Island, on the parcel of land reserved for port development, also known as "the Transportation Parcel."
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__d82ae57f_b61c_413][bookmark: _PAR__4_6b1440af_ce4a_42a6_899f_291931da]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__5_836739b4_57c0_403b_81df_e7035500](See attached)
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