130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Commission To Create a Plan To Incorporate the Probate Courts into the Judicial Branch
L.D. 1950
An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Commission To Create a Plan To Incorporate the Probate Courts into the Judicial Branch
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__ed26c019_0d1d_43f4_8892_53][bookmark: _PAGE__1_2998b03f_3c3b_44eb_b291_f73fce7][bookmark: _PAR__2_0e4a1214_ca27_4327_aa7f_799727b5]L.D. 1950
[bookmark: _PAR__3_5981e59e_db95_49b1_afef_505fdc63]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_1046b84d_b084_44d6_8081_761f2936]JUDICIARY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_168d0186_6ae9_4657_980b_957d2429]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_a972c259_d172_4540_82fa_91633e33]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_75b4e2fe_2414_472d_998f_9bd84395]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_21b8f6bd_300f_4c66_b66c_1833b86e]130TH LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_65ea8041_c040_44a4_b3e6_95baf445]SECOND REGULAR SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_9fec9e19_73e8_4255_a536_5dc1a70]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 1453, L.D. 1950, “An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Commission To Create a Plan To Incorporate the Probate Courts into the Judicial Branch”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__35053ad2_00ae_40a6_8a2e_87][bookmark: _PAR__11_82cc3cfe_d0b6_49cb_bb80_c081868]Amend the bill by striking out all of the emergency preamble.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__826118f8_d3b9_4524_9803_6b][bookmark: _PAR__12_0e4fa64b_850e_4b1f_b792_a103b7b]Amend the bill in Part B in section 41 in paragraph B in the in the last blocked paragraph in the last line (page 15, line 32 in L.D.) by inserting after the following: "2025;" the following: 'or'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6bb1e461_98d8_4107_bc84_f4][bookmark: _PAR__13_67c60002_0596_4068_8123_e243ddf]Amend the bill in Part C in section 29 in c. 39 in §1902 in subsection 2 in paragraph B in the first line (page 25, line 17 in L.D.) by inserting after the following: "training" the following: 'including training on financial exploitation, domestic abuse and violence'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__052a5d94_5f17_4199_bdd6_e6][bookmark: _PAR__14_56d2f194_2698_4199_bd41_55be5f4]Amend the bill in Part C in section 29 in c. 39 in §1902 in subsection 3 in the first line (page 25, line 19 in L.D.) by inserting after the following: "requirements" the following: 'including no less than 2 hours of training annually on financial exploitation, domestic abuse and violence'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__05559258_4a8d_425f_a866_22][bookmark: _PAR__15_fc24dbb3_c078_4222_949d_143e453]Amend the bill in Part C in section 43 in paragraph A by striking out all of the 2nd blocked paragraph (page 31, lines 3 to 5 in L.D.).
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__65d81582_a136_48f1_83bb_45][bookmark: _PAR__16_d10447e2_b388_4457_a2b9_2a3e169]Amend the bill in Part D by inserting after section 4 the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_d270f742_6b47_4fe8_a764_11eb47c]'Sec. D-5.  18-C MRSA §1-305, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 and affected by PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__18_75cdb09e_4f69_4cce_865a_ccf922b]§1-305.  Records and certified copies; judicial supervision
[bookmark: _PAR__19_b879b737_aa19_4bfc_98bf_4f0d2e6]The register shall maintain records and files and provide copies of documents as provided in sections 1-501 to 1-511 and further records and copies as the Supreme Judicial Court may by rule provide.  The register is subject to the supervision and authority of the judge of the court assigned by the Chief Judge of the Probate Court under Title 4, section 413, subsection 2 as the primary Probate Court Judge in the region in which the register serves.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__fa0d51f3_b97b_479c_9841_26][bookmark: _PAGE__2_ee88d036_a185_4fc2_9a94_ffc3895][bookmark: _PAR__2_c1d53c3d_4a20_4e57_8033_3e3b2586]Amend the bill in Part D by inserting after section 5 the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_7e25f5c4_6eda_4364_af0d_04678cfb]'Sec. D-6.  18-C MRSA §1-506, 2nd ¶, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 and affected by PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_07ac14de_4c56_4a6e_8616_2be967ff]In the case of an absence of the register in a county where a deputy register has not been appointed or in the case of a vacancy in the office of register due to death, resignation or any other cause, the judge assigned by the Chief Judge of the Probate Court under Title 4, section 413, subsection 2 as the primary Probate Court Judge in the region shall appoint a suitable person to act as register pro tempore until the register resumes the duties of office or another person is qualified as register.  A register pro tempore must be sworn and, if the judge requires it, shall give bond as in the case of the register.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_ae493a54_96b3_43f5_854a_178b85fa]Sec. D-7.  18-C MRSA §1-507, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 and affected by PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_eca0717c_ebb9_4f0e_93a1_0614052b]§1-507.  Inspection of register's conduct of office
[bookmark: _PAR__7_5ee40959_5b90_424c_81e9_e712604e]A The judge assigned by the Chief Judge of the Probate Court under Title 4, section 413, subsection 2 as the primary Probate Court Judge in the region shall constantly inspect the conduct of the register with respect to the register's records and duties and give information in writing of any breach of the register's bond to the treasurer of the county, who shall bring a civil action.  Any funds recovered in the civil action must be applied toward the expenses of completing the records of the register under the direction of the judge and the surplus, if any, must inure to the county.  If the funds are insufficient, the treasurer may recover the deficiency from the register in a civil action.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__82028ba0_8f52_4f70_94e9_86][bookmark: _PAR__8_7e4ff176_0090_437e_8488_d1f3b338]Amend the bill by inserting after Part D the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_c3466d19_2933_4aa1_9ffc_d72d1e21]'PART E
[bookmark: _PAR__10_ef70ae66_d882_4006_b95a_c216a87]Sec. E-1.  5 MRSA §1591, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 213, Pt. QQ, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_4c05063f_aab5_4b83_b15f_b138329]3.  Judicial branch.  The judicial branch must apply:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_914d8fc1_0aa5_41c3_a7f6_d418298]A.  Any balance remaining in the debt service program of the judicial branch at the end of any fiscal year to be carried forward for use by the judicial branch in the next fiscal year.; and
[bookmark: _PAR__13_2a79c957_0b5a_4125_9266_ba4495b]B.  Any balance remaining in the Courts - Probate program, General Fund account at the end of any fiscal year to be carried forward for use by this program in the next fiscal year.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_93eb0248_74a4_470d_88d7_21af8ac]Sec. E-2.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_36c74c21_41ca_4100_adc0_328e81b]INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES, MAINE COMMISSION ON
[bookmark: _PAR__16_c13041f7_bcba_44ca_ab00_655b31a]Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services Z112
[bookmark: _PAR__17_361e994e_af22_4236_af99_ff435b8]Initiative: Appropriates funds for the costs beginning January 1, 2023, of counsel to be provided for probate court cases for indigent parties entitled to court-appointed counsel under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 18-C.
	[bookmark: _PAR__18_07e14bab_7aff_4420_b191_ba1b466][bookmark: _LINE__40_4c1963f8_d90a_48fc_8135_4c038a]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_bb496584_2a44_4f79_9fcc_8354f3]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_074a7226_66a7_4b5f_b296_f90244]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__41_8f32b7f7_622a_4fad_9d72_d0266d]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_8d4c47fa_0ece_4f3c_9f80_179a16]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_3176966f_105b_4028_835b_4b58a0]$1,062,500

	[bookmark: _PAGE__3_c4098a65_1372_4215_917d_2d8857f][bookmark: _PAR__2_d65818fa_2113_4b2c_8036_1797c82f][bookmark: _LINE__1_4724a657_4890_4090_a433_2dceb8c] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_8e51eb2a_6dac_416a_a77a_84e4516]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_2fb13f8e_6392_4263_a54d_b7c5f33]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__2_f69a4955_9354_4f5b_a9fb_357b9c1]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_377f5e8b_9927_47d4_b5cc_f84594a]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_e2a6c5c1_e6e9_4e30_99fc_699c3ce]$1,062,500


[bookmark: _PAR__3_8e0b36d2_54b0_4371_b9da_e202599c] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__4_8b32ef28_4c39_415f_b6d6_b587412b][bookmark: _LINE__4_d15fc19a_a66c_4a71_a2db_d071a89][bookmark: _LINE__5_43fe55b0_47ca_4435_8544_c66ec1f]INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES, MAINE COMMISSION ON
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_90776ab9_4242_42b4_baef_84e203a] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_8fb9334b_9b60_4e22_895a_c710271] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__6_264cc165_1d12_4cc3_8e67_7df8a64]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_85885e60_4811_483e_a663_c569b68]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_d2b6d855_4959_443a_9a7e_2fc1534]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__7_6845a43d_2440_41dc_9934_31c3628] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_61c8ff72_840d_4619_8e86_e6ea78e] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_501975f5_bc88_47e5_9b3a_cfccab5] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__8_ac1f8ff3_aeb4_4231_88aa_6c603ee]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_ad4b3e07_6dfe_4292_92ef_395e142]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_4ebc592b_feda_4c84_9ae1_9485361]$1,062,500

	[bookmark: _LINE__9_0a2871b5_6005_4ca2_ac67_c2fac66] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_6a1c8808_f538_45ce_aac2_8634ab3]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_6e5e6c6a_61e7_4ee8_aec4_2c01e1f]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__10_b353634a_38ee_4081_94e5_5756c6]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_3c2629bd_4e38_4761_b520_4bcd84]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_78066140_0e10_42f9_8931_554f02]$1,062,500


[bookmark: _PAR__5_74990962_0962_4ce3_8ed0_310aa0e1]JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT
[bookmark: _PAR__6_6c186f16_0a08_4351_a5a8_0b06245d]Courts - Probate N955
[bookmark: _PAR__7_943be1c7_5e12_4c93_8651_560d94b7]Initiative: Establishes one Chief Judge position, 8 Judge positions, 9 Deputy Marshal positions, 2 Law Clerk positions, 2 Judicial Administrative Assistant positions, one Information Technology Field Technician position, one Facility Engineer position, one Process Planning Manager position and one Help Desk Technician position and provides funding for related All Other costs. Also includes funding for Judicial Department professional services provided in probate court cases including guardian ad litem, visitor, interpreter, court reporter and mediator services. Also includes funding for Judicial Department probate court facility costs, general operations, technology costs and supplies.
	[bookmark: _PAR__8_b3f9c989_9420_446f_91cf_7535f543][bookmark: _LINE__21_8adc6b79_ef34_4f28_872d_6c4e69]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_5859058f_c4f3_430f_83e3_2ac869]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_977bb778_3dc2_468b_882b_fc0c31]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__22_af4b43d9_aab5_49b0_90c6_e61274]POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_87f4e8a7_3fa8_48ec_b4ca_8cf9cd]0.000
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_f9bde34f_23ea_4a67_a85b_7e8aea]26.000

	[bookmark: _LINE__23_25a63bb4_d38c_468c_bb62_17e1aa]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_fca1d942_2165_4620_a354_4172f0]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_89099a9c_d212_4286_bbc4_3bdede]$1,474,366

	[bookmark: _LINE__24_7212baca_947d_4aef_937d_885f08]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_2b14880f_9efe_4f58_9db7_cefedd]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_be7ab251_3a58_497d_8d4e_7e8e87]$1,299,906

	[bookmark: _LINE__25_9b9e5c73_47a3_4216_91fc_7f91e4] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_f9aded9e_ea19_4914_9109_b0cb76]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_0219fd45_ac19_42d3_8f2d_f97e1f]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__26_0eba64f6_4043_46d0_9e02_7f1382]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_6c1d1cd9_b356_4455_ac43_b74f2a]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_efbf882c_2201_4ebc_b4c6_eadc29]$2,774,272


[bookmark: _PAR__9_91bd9ff5_b0d0_47a4_9563_09711e83] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__10_9a112bf6_aaab_48e0_b897_856b893][bookmark: _LINE__28_c7b98c6b_075a_40d9_86dd_87b751]JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT
	[bookmark: _LINE__28_5fbfe463_2fcf_4fc0_8a07_84a5e1] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__28_1b43eb25_5166_4a72_88a0_cd9cf7] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__29_13c33de6_ecab_452e_bf75_5874b1]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_be98f847_1aa6_4e58_a2b4_10118b]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_8fcef83e_f7ec_42a9_b6b2_43a7a0]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__30_2df645a4_b2d0_4a73_805f_cddd6a] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_d1b91977_8818_42dd_a2a7_db74a5] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_0c2d94c4_3eca_4ee5_8e37_0eb8e3] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__31_3aa32ad0_9373_4755_8219_044030]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_6472175f_c826_47b3_965f_138f2e]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_b44b2a68_5eaa_42ae_ae4c_659dff]$2,774,272

	[bookmark: _LINE__32_8022ff23_e379_4b74_8362_69879b] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_ba3bc023_aa6d_435e_b9b6_87a69c]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_fcd3fc48_74b2_4afd_bfa0_9f751c]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__33_0d206342_4086_4b1d_913b_83e542]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_c2889f14_5e70_4f10_9df5_2df6bd]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_3836374a_d7e4_4f18_83e1_8c567d]$2,774,272


[bookmark: _PAR__11_0bd53437_35c8_4793_b9c9_7189fe7] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__12_3467b33a_c80c_46ad_b2b9_f4ffdda][bookmark: _LINE__35_3e08ac8b_9781_44f7_810d_c55671]SECTION TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_62e63b72_e7d9_433a_8ffb_f9601f]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_63c59140_82f0_455a_94ac_f3e927]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__36_ffc6b7f4_2d9f_426e_8c9b_0eeee2] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_2a361a95_98c4_4cde_a998_4286b5] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_26d6e08b_1d33_461c_9bd1_1e337a] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__37_3e708d7c_9402_4624_bf33_88347b]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_84da2443_9fb2_4f69_b0a9_009aff]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_7f732b6a_d12a_4242_8935_82efb3]$3,836,772

	[bookmark: _LINE__38_892447bf_69e8_4ec9_91c7_4b9f5e] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_9308d017_2ff7_4d51_84cb_5d212d]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_1da17d97_8c4d_45f8_acda_4f1b9e]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__39_d2fda21b_f86c_4bbc_83dc_69cb44]SECTION TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_04be1523_2d17_4440_a1b7_aa4188]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_e52269d0_2134_46e3_b939_25413f]$3,836,772


[bookmark: _PAR__13_dd1d9ad4_66a7_4149_8958_20b4cf5]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b0c39a70_6cce_4237_859c_e1][bookmark: _PAR__14_665d5997_43ee_4e8d_9e02_c01183c]Amend the bill by striking out all of the emergency clause.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__f2f53c07_ab09_48d1_b4b0_25][bookmark: _PAGE__4_cb35d01a_8f2c_49b5_813b_4708818][bookmark: _PAR__2_3458c49d_8ef2_47b4_869c_1a783ec3]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__fb71ec0d_cace_4ef4_b668_2dfa45][bookmark: _PAR__3_d84c12a5_550d_466c_b846_74695d45]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__4_d499b021_be24_4d84_aba7_7f96f1fb]This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, adds appropriations and allocations sections and makes the following changes to the bill:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_fe9a1581_0c74_4374_b877_aa4eb138]1. It makes a minor technical correction to the bill;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_324ea948_047a_4d56_8bbe_31dfba92]2. It requires court-appointed visitors to receive training on financial exploitation, domestic abuse and violence;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_628caa77_3049_4332_b532_bb22b542]3. It removes a redundant provision of the bill requiring the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services to pay the fees of an attorney appointed to represent the minor adoptee or a party in a proceeding to annul an adoption decree;
[bookmark: _PAR__8_5a0738bf_00d0_4ed2_b3cc_17d527c4]4. It specifies that, beginning January 1, 2025, the Probate Court Judge assigned by the Chief Judge of the Probate Court to serve as the primary Probate Court Judge in the region must oversee the duties of the register of probate in the counties within that region; and
[bookmark: _PAR__9_4fa7d341_8971_45b8_9e3e_857f6360]5. It removes the emergency preamble and emergency clause.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__d9309c4b_f435_40e][bookmark: _PAR__10_501cffe1_eb6b_43bd_911b_1dc955c]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__11_224576b1_8ede_44cc_ba66_40e3736](See attached)
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