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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__028fdb35_b7f2_4f62_8dc0_12][bookmark: _PAR__11_9d948104_a50e_47ca_b74a_378a19f]Amend the bill by inserting after the title and before the enacting clause the following:
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[bookmark: _PAR__13_f5030e5c_0a22_4a40_bb97_5a35351]Whereas, this legislation implements certain recommendations from the Transforming Interpreting Maine needs assessment report issued by the Department of Health and Human Services following the October 2023 Lewiston shooting; and
[bookmark: _PAR__14_9bf90870_3e49_4898_a8cf_c931ddf]Whereas, this legislation would provide more opportunities for persons in need of American Sign Language interpreting to access these services, especially during an emergency; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_cb18cdd2_48df_43a1_8627_ed53192]Whereas, immediate enactment of this legislation is necessary to expand access to American Sign Language interpreting in this State; and
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_f8d034e4_ca6f_46cd_ba78_4441abac]This amendment clarifies that, for the purposes of an exemption to American Sign Language interpreter licensure, the determination of an emergency may be made by the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation at the time an emergency occurs or afterward.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_6fcea5fb_85de_49b9_b14c_9bd1ad22]The amendment also adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill. 
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