132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Exempt from Sales Tax the Sale and Delivery of All Residential Electricity
L.D. 2078
An Act to Establish the Electricity Cost Fairness Refundable Tax Credit
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_00c1c48c_1185_4781_90a1_99f37a5]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 1393, L.D. 2078, “An Act to Establish the Electricity Cost Fairness Refundable Tax Credit”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__5a20b5be_6f06_4d88_b2c2_c8][bookmark: _PAR__11_6bd897f1_b822_44c6_99d7_fbde743]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_05a33659_061e_4442_85e8_20b8aa6]'An Act to Exempt from Sales Tax the Sale and Delivery of All Residential Electricity'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__05e61575_223a_4036_85f6_ea][bookmark: _PAR__13_806b890c_ad62_4afb_b78c_1958ff7]Amend the bill by inserting after the title and before the enacting clause the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_fc15e9d2_2d0c_4a0d_9212_4a96af2]'Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_09a4e9c6_2063_496b_8be2_fa8692d]Whereas, current law provides a sales tax exemption for the sale and delivery of only some residential electricity, and this legislation expands that exemption to all residential electricity; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_6bf27634_c189_4a98_93d2_e529df3]Whereas, immediate relief from the high cost of residential electricity is necessary for customers in Maine; and
[bookmark: _PAR__17_9126f9ae_c0ef_4e70_96e8_c525ab0]Whereas, to make the expanded exemption available for the sale and delivery of all residential electricity as early as possible in 2026, this legislation must take effect prior to the expiration of the 90-day period after adjournment; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_0f135ede_31fc_40fc_aa8d_f70e724]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6c202cae_672b_4024_9370_95][bookmark: _PAR__19_ee581483_03d7_4685_a89c_4f4e584]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__20_d9b8babb_e130_40bc_941f_9b22105]'Sec. 1.  36 MRSA §1760, sub-§9-B, as amended by PL 2021, c. 713, §§1 to 3 and affected by §4, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__21_98cc48fd_2db6_4016_8ee0_87acede]9-B.  Residential electricity.  Sale and delivery of residential electricity as follows:
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_cb692afc_fe55_44f4_b915_27dee6e][bookmark: _PAR__2_84a30028_121d_412a_aba3_82697d07]A.  The Before July 1, 2026, the first 750 kilowatt hours of residential electricity per month;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_1a323e45_0fa0_49da_a91c_8fa614d8]B.  Off-peak Before July 1, 2026, off-peak residential electricity used for space heating or water heating by means of an electric thermal storage device.  For the purpose of this paragraph, "off-peak residential electricity" means the off-peak delivery of residential electricity pursuant to tariffs on file with the Public Utilities Commission and the electricity supplied; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_4488cfa2_795d_4e71_b87e_2711a32d]C.  Residential Before July 1, 2026, residential electricity consumed by eligible customers enrolled in a low-income assistance program implemented pursuant to Title 35‑A, section 3214, subsection 2 or an arrearage management program implemented pursuant to Title 35‑A, section 3214, subsection 2‑A.; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_9cfbba3d_8390_43ea_985c_33379475]D.  Beginning July 1, 2026, the sale and delivery of all residential electricity.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_1d49aa38_c482_4d74_a612_e4fe3877]For the purpose of this subsection, "residential electricity" means electricity furnished to buildings designed and used for both human habitation and sleeping, with the exception of hotels.  When residential electricity is furnished through one meter to more than one residential unit and when the transmission and distribution utility applies its tariff on a per unit basis, the furnishing of electricity is considered a separate sale for each unit to which the tariff applies.  For the purpose of this subsection, "delivery" means transmission and distribution.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__f7e6235d_c924_4789_8937_4e][bookmark: _PAR__7_65dda52c_a237_4437_89f8_768080c0]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__f379b0e3_a421_4e48_a56d_0d][bookmark: _PAR__8_6ab31102_fcae_4a22_ba33_6211b89d]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__89aa18ec_9392_41ac_bb41_3594c7][bookmark: _PAR__9_e5568194_441c_4ffb_b704_3b3a5434]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__10_84d5f617_09db_477c_9741_4e5105e]This amendment replaces the bill, changes the title and expands the sales tax exemption for the sale and delivery of residential electricity to cover all sales of residential electricity beginning July 1, 2026.  This amendment adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the bill to allow the expanded exemption to take effect prior to the expiration of the 90-day period after adjournment.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__95469bf0_0d3d_4bc][bookmark: _PAR__11_305dd246_e409_4dfe_b838_522beaf]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
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