132nd Maine Legislature
Resolve, to Study Food Insecurity Measures in Maine
L.D. 2040
An Act to Survey Food Insecurity in Maine
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_22eb47ae_0be7_4ad5_a0ce_7134ed8]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 1370, L.D. 2040, “An Act to Survey Food Insecurity in Maine”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__75fafbc8_e64f_43c2_a28b_f8][bookmark: _PAR__11_a6524fb9_d8bc_485d_b0f6_e9bc2b3]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_6d351e0e_b73d_4a2a_bd6b_a627be0]'Resolve, to Study Food Insecurity Measures in Maine'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b9fa4565_d794_4ef1_8911_95][bookmark: _PAR__13_db12734b_6932_4705_9298_8ff8b63]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the title and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_9706c598_3d1c_48bf_8660_7e30154]'Sec. 1.  Assessment and evaluation of food insecurity measures in State.  Resolved:  That, in view of the fact that the United States Department of Agriculture terminated its annual Household Food Security report, the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry shall study opportunities to assess and evaluate food insecurity measures in the State and the State’s progress in its strategic plan to end hunger by 2030 under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 7, section 2, subsection 6.  The commissioner shall seek input from the advisory committee established in Title 7, section 2, subsection 6, outside organizations and other state agencies as necessary in conducting the study. The commissioner may contract with external agencies to study feasible methods to measure and track food insecurity in the State over time, if sufficient funding has been provided for this purpose.  This study may include reviewing existing measurements of disparities of food insecurity in target populations, including, but not limited to, those defined by age, geography, income, race and veteran status, as defined by federal and state policy.  The study may include a gap analysis to identify missing or incomplete data sets.  Results of the study must be published and made available on a publicly accessible website.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_28954323_972f_486f_8871_53fc30f]Sec. 2.  Acceptance of funds for study.  Resolved:  That the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry may accept funds from any public or private source for the purposes of the study under section 1.  Funds must be transferred into a separate, nonlapsing account, administered by the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, for the purposes of this resolve and may not be used for any other purpose.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_2b16bd85_1c9d_4407_87cb_af50941][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__168c2168_68ef_4071_8c5d_bcb][bookmark: _PAGE__2_5073f9c1_a74d_4d24_9b37_bb6fb90][bookmark: _PAR__2_d8ca51f1_5c66_448c_8d9f_129d141f]Sec. 3.  Report.  Resolved:  That, no later than January 15, 2027, the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry shall submit a report to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and forestry matters; health and human services matters; and education and cultural affairs.  The report must include the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_d67ec027_0b8b_42ae_9cd1_b8976c6c]1.  A summary of issues or challenges encountered in conducting the study under section 1;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_affc87c1_d97e_4fec_a19c_549895f4]2.  Data and metrics measuring the outcomes and impacts of the study; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_a14d0172_7afc_4457_9484_b548767a]3.  Recommendations regarding further study or courses of action relative to the report findings.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_ed56a70d_0ffe_42a5_a51f_0adfabae]Each joint standing committee receiving a report under this section may submit legislation based on the subject matter of the report to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__9d8811b8_8060_4768_b585_19][bookmark: _PAR__7_c48eeca3_a347_4e8b_b739_4f1e466b]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__8181d588_d6f4_4fdb_af56_6f5d3a][bookmark: _PAR__8_a855296d_6398_46da_a1c2_805bebd5]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__9_fdf99341_c533_4624_966e_e49adbd0]This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve.  The amendment directs the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to study opportunities to assess and evaluate food insecurity measures in the State and the State’s progress in its strategic plan to end hunger by 2030.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_b2400f3f_a9d7_4180_9a89_53bc314]The amendment requires the commissioner to seek input from the advisory committee for the strategic plan, outside organizations and other state agencies as necessary in conducting the study and authorizes the commissioner to contract with external agencies to conduct the study.  Results of the study must be published and made available on a publicly accessible website.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_d5eb53e0_47d7_4003_84a9_9d6819e]The amendment requires the commissioner to submit a report with findings and recommendations as a result of the study to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and forestry matters; health and human services matters; and education and cultural affairs.  Each joint standing committee may submit legislation based on the subject matter of the report to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.
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[bookmark: _PAR__13_8d38930e_606f_45e5_80ab_b2362dc](See attached)
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