130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Create a Commercial Halibut Fishing License
L.D. 1770
An Act To Create a Commercial Halibut Fishing License
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__b6256b03_9681_4494_bfa8_ce][bookmark: _PAGE__1_538e5f74_6c6e_4da1_b50f_35e6abf][bookmark: _PAR__2_e9e19280_d474_4cf2_890f_6f03d58c]L.D. 1770
[bookmark: _PAR__3_d93da494_34e7_4de6_90c4_61112fef]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_631155d0_6e5e_4e56_8482_80badcd3]MARINE RESOURCES 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_c8cbd185_3cb4_4f13_89b3_9a231dc7]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_df671d32_20df_4acd_bd3c_75528ed2]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_9c510a80_4663_441d_8cd3_f27a06d8]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_60a03cfd_377c_4954_b0c7_b7682c05]130TH LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_407bda62_6b86_4b7c_bf12_7e5630b8]SECOND REGULAR SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_eaac9ac6_4e70_4fed_9b57_0c23acb]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 1321, L.D. 1770, “An Act To Create a Commercial Halibut Fishing License”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d2f79dbc_6104_457e_9ba6_5b][bookmark: _PAR__11_8a8c9ade_10f3_4b45_883b_20e773d]Amend the bill by striking out all of section 5 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_91979260_c047_4817_ba06_6b95fd1]'Sec. 5.  12 MRSA §6506 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_dae34ca1_d5b1_436a_8c67_5a9eae0]§6506.  Commercial halibut fishing license
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_64500121_463b_4987_b9e9_b35ea374]The commissioner shall deposit fees collected pursuant to this subsection in the Halibut Fund established under section 6039.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_fb68b7d9_ac6b_4e98_83b5_a7c802aa]5. Halibut tags. The holder of a commercial halibut fishing license issued under subsection 1 must annually purchase halibut tags to fish for or take halibut. A license holder may purchase an allotment of halibut tags only once per year.  A vessel may have only one license holder’s tags assigned to that vessel. The commissioner shall establish by rule the maximum number of halibut tags that may be issued to a license holder per year, and may establish up to 2 options for the number of tags a license holder may purchase.  The commissioner may establish a fee, not to exceed $4 per tag, for each purchase option.  Unless otherwise specified in routine technical rules adopted by the commissioner pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A, the following fees apply to halibut tags: 
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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__f24fa9c7_71fc_4d58_bb51_39][bookmark: _PAR__16_28fe2d88_ea7f_4426_b910_05c8093]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
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[bookmark: _PAR__18_010ef1ae_6616_4191_96a2_d1f0d67][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__86130528_da10_4448_9d49_944][bookmark: _PAGE__3_2c298273_e4d5_4763_994d_e3e6028][bookmark: _PAR__2_69d1a387_296e_45df_b28b_8e29cc7d]This amendment adds a commercial halibut fishing license requirement for an operator with a federal northeast multispecies groundfish permit authorizing halibut fishing for the operator and all crew members and sets the license fee at $2 for such an operator.  It permits the Commissioner of Marine Resources to establish up to 2 options for the number of halibut tags a license holder may purchase and to establish fees for the tag purchase options provided they do not exceed $4 per tag.  The amendment replaces the 5 tag options in the bill with 2 tag options: 10 halibut tags for $10 and 25 halibut tags for $100. The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section.
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