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[bookmark: _PAR__10_2e06dbad_11c4_4092_867c_0912dfe]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 1286, L.D. 1925, “An Act to Improve Access to Grant Funding for the Maine Farms for the Future Program”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__2ad67307_f44f_4775_90ba_16][bookmark: _PAR__11_8a6e8c72_1a3e_455b_bf2f_e8d7f5f]Amend the bill in section 1 in §318 in subsection 3 in the 3rd and 4th lines (page 1, lines 20 and 21 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "These services must include:" and inserting the following: 'These services must include: The services package must include services provided by outside experts, such as the analysis of production practices and markets or the development of financial data.  These services may include instruction or classroom training in economics and business planning as available and as required by the department for the owner or operator of the farm business.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__f6e2835b_05f3_4d53_b3a3_45][bookmark: _PAR__12_2eb3b1d5_ff7c_41e8_9797_d4040aa]Amend the bill in section 1 in §318 in subsection 3 by striking out all of paragraphs A and B (page 1, lines 22 to 25 in L.D.) and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_ca9bb172_14a6_4d84_87b2_f100e26]'A.  Outside experts to provide services such as analyzing production practices and markets or developing financial data; and
[bookmark: _PAR__14_c766c1bc_91ba_4ef7_86df_efcf69d]B.  Department-approved instruction or classroom training in economics and business planning for the owner or operator of the farm.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d78a3307_b863_4853_b933_24][bookmark: _PAR__15_867583e5_f3e3_40cd_a8ce_6c4c72b]Amend the bill by striking out all of sections 3 and 4.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__f182050c_3e1e_420f_b5a8_25][bookmark: _PAR__16_798f20c3_8cb3_43ff_a78d_685918b]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__d8b609e7_7bb2_49b9_b269_e63872][bookmark: _PAR__17_5b8aa3e6_2008_406a_99e5_93f925c]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__18_0f28ef09_259b_4e92_adad_1049213]Current law provides that once an applicant is selected to participate in the Maine Farms for the Future Program, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry is required to assist the selected farm business in assembling a services package to develop a business plan within 18 months of the selection.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_7c255047_a34d_4706_9928_9d0f061][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__a0d6df0a_e393_4c61_8c4f_f09][bookmark: _PAGE__2_013e7b6a_644c_4176_a28f_d79debc][bookmark: _PAR__2_73b36f61_32ee_459b_b4f2_291b820b]This amendment clarifies that services may include instruction or classroom training in economics and business planning as available and as required by the department for the owner or operator of the farm business.  Current law provides that those services are required.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_db930f69_8dbc_4058_bda6_23a8f4ab]The amendment strikes from the bill increases in the maximum allowable amounts for agricultural marketing loans.
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