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[bookmark: _PAR__7_17d32a1e_1b0d_4913_8027_01cadf8d]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_61d36abe_b4b9_4030_a276_88504fd5]130TH LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_1f014c2b_c953_40f1_9a34_711d45ad]SECOND REGULAR SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_de6a781a_5a8d_41c8_a3d1_8244859]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 1229, L.D. 1658, “An Act To Increase Campaign Finance Transparency and Accountability in Municipal Elections”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__69d27646_675d_493f_bb0b_e8][bookmark: _PAR__11_4842d3ff_d11e_4cc4_b643_2dc3063]Amend the bill by inserting before section 1 the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_ff32ac8e_dded_477a_a9b8_ab572e4]'Sec. 1.  1 MRSA §1002, sub-§5, as amended by PL 2003, c. 381, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_3935b816_a03d_48f1_974d_6177e58]5.  Employees.  The commission shall employ an executive director and such other assistance as may be necessary to carry out its duties, including temporary staff for the biennial elections held in November to support the work of the commission in municipal elections and referenda campaigns.  The commission also shall retain a general counsel or a computer analyst as an employee of the commission, based on the staffing needs of the executive director.  If the commission employs a general counsel, the general counsel may not hold any other state office or otherwise be employed by the State.   The commission shall select the executive director by an affirmative vote of at least 4 commission members.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_edb26fad_03cf_4c97_b622_c9d99d3]Sec. 2.  1 MRSA §1008, sub-§5, as enacted by IB 1995, c. 1, §6, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_5b6bd4ce_a7ef_47a1_a063_3dea793]5.  Maine Clean Election Act and Maine Clean Election Fund.  To administer and ensure the effective implementation of the Maine Clean Election Act and the Maine Clean Election Fund according to Title 21‑A, chapter 14; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_c89bda8b_e812_44db_8779_04f2f2c]Sec. 3.  1 MRSA §1008, sub-§6, as amended by PL 2005, c. 301, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_f8f457d2_b920_4c00_9dfd_6b4bca1]6.  Enhanced monitoring.  To provide for enhanced monitoring and enforcement of election practices and the electronic submission of reports and computerized tracking of campaign, election and lobbying information under the commission's jurisdiction.; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_675cb605_5350_4819_958d_a70a05c]Sec. 4.  1 MRSA §1008, sub-§7 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__19_104f80ab_0aa7_484c_9006_0232490]7.  Training.  To offer training on a biennial basis to municipal clerks on campaign finance and compliance laws and rules.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__ac128f09_86c6_4c44_88a5_40][bookmark: _PAGE__2_39bdc493_464b_45be_8a20_99c3282][bookmark: _PAR__2_b1b3749a_e14c_43bb_814b_eae7427e]Amend the bill in section 1 in subsection 3 in the 2nd line (page 1, line 5 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "50,000" and inserting the following: '30,000'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c73d721f_8ab2_40a3_835a_78][bookmark: _PAR__3_859b229b_314e_4e09_a4ea_0ee68276]Amend the bill in section 1 in subsection 3 in the 4th line (page 1, line 7 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "50,000" and inserting the following: '30,000'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__87dc3c96_1ca2_4fae_b82a_c4][bookmark: _PAR__4_b89920d4_b6b5_4d2a_b5c9_e22a69e9]Amend the bill in section 1 in subsection 3 in the 12th line (page 1, line 15 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "50,000" and inserting the following: '30,000'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__af49d36c_a2bf_4620_9268_fd][bookmark: _PAR__5_2dee2407_a1c0_4170_a885_dd927cfa]Amend the bill in section 3 in subsection 4 in paragraph A in the first line (page 1, line 34 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "50,000" and inserting the following: '30,000'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__9e0a774e_fc96_4c16_bb23_94][bookmark: _PAR__6_5fdd5eda_e631_4de5_8d32_111b567d]Amend the bill in section 3 in subsection 4 in paragraph A in the 5th line (page 1, line 38 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "50,000" and inserting the following: '30,000'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__195fa2f6_c26b_47f5_9df0_87][bookmark: _PAR__7_32b0cd39_bb4b_4408_8612_e0db584c]Amend the bill in section 4 in subsection 3-A in the 2nd line (page 2, line 13 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "50,000" and inserting the following: '30,000'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c2934fea_e765_4170_9eab_ab][bookmark: _PAR__8_4617c9ad_61cb_4548_8004_5c5e08e8]Amend the bill in section 4 in subsection 3-A in the 4th line (page 2, line 15 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "50,000" and inserting the following: '30,000'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__9ede70db_5e29_4c0c_b849_d0][bookmark: _PAR__9_f6a31dc6_f655_42d3_968c_a195ccf4]Amend the bill in section 4 in subsection 3-A in paragraph C in the 4th line (page 2, line 33 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "24 hours" and inserting the following: '24 hours 2 business days'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__ed9f8eb5_f76d_4494_bc1d_c8][bookmark: _PAR__10_fb3f04c6_2fc3_406f_bcf7_8906724]Amend the bill in section 5 in subsection 8 in the last line (page 3, line 22 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "24 hours" and inserting the following: '2 business days'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a3b80627_2e58_47ba_b370_53][bookmark: _PAR__11_d6b97472_8327_4526_8cdd_049533e]Amend the bill in section 6 in subsection 4 in the 4th line (page 3, line 28 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "50,000" and inserting the following: '30,000'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__017366ed_7e81_471b_9b8c_e6][bookmark: _PAR__12_c894ad97_1300_403d_a29e_687081c]Amend the bill in section 6 in subsection 4 in the 6th line (page 3, line 30 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "24 hours" and inserting the following: '2 business days'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__fccb8669_e812_42f0_b285_ec][bookmark: _PAR__13_6f6e0075_c78f_45be_863d_dd656aa]Amend the bill by striking out all of section 8 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_36837254_a842_4cee_8faa_eff1f45]'Sec. 8.  21-A MRSA §1053-A, as amended by PL 2021, c. 217, §5, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_8e50063b_a05a_45c3_83ce_685602e]§1053-A.  Municipal elections
[bookmark: _PAR__16_05076b81_9c2b_452a_ae9f_c1b8805][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__9f26bbf1_7c72_43ae_bc4b_d49][bookmark: _PAGE__3_d3f16cb1_50ca_4b0f_b0b3_cfbb25e][bookmark: _PAR__2_f3898830_235f_4f66_b0b9_722681bc]If an organization qualifies as a committee under section 1052, subsection 2 and that organization receives contributions or makes expenditures to influence a municipal campaign in towns or cities with a population of 15,000 or more, that organization must register and file reports with the municipal clerk as required by Title 30‑A, section 2502.  The reports must be filed in accordance with the reporting schedule in section 1059 and must contain the information listed in section 1060.  A committee registered with the commission and that receives contributions or makes expenditures relating to a municipal election shall file a copy of the report containing such contributions or expenditures with the clerk in the subject municipality.  The commission retains the sole authority to prescribe the content of all reporting forms.  The commission does not have responsibility to oversee is responsible for the oversight of the filing of registrations or campaign finance reports relating to municipal campaigns in a town or city with a population of 30,000 or more.  If a municipal clerk becomes aware of a potential violation of this subchapter that the clerk considers to be substantial, the clerk may shall refer the matter to the commission for enforcement.  The commission may conduct an investigation if the information referred by the municipal clerk shows sufficient grounds for believing that a violation may have occurred.  After conducting the investigation, if the commission determines that a violation of this subchapter has occurred, the commission may assess penalties provided in this subchapter.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b9aa6fd0_b0ea_47c3_a26f_d6][bookmark: _PAR__3_ef07ec81_bf7c_4ac6_92a2_b6bbf47a]Amend the bill in section 9 in subsection 1 in the 3rd line (page 5, line 1 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "50,000" and inserting the following: '30,000'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__aef8d6ee_10fb_4589_acc0_18][bookmark: _PAR__4_d48706d4_4aec_4928_b719_aa23229c]Amend the bill in section 9 in subsection 1 in the 5th line (page 5, line 3 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "50,000" and inserting the following: '30,000'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__317e6d1f_67dd_41c8_8efd_be][bookmark: _PAR__5_bd16e19d_9f48_46fa_b41c_6ae019eb]Amend the bill in section 10 in subsection 2 in the 2nd line (page 5, line 14 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "50,000" and inserting the following: '30,000'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e38203cd_ca46_461a_a453_38][bookmark: _PAR__6_81f118a0_4af5_49fc_8221_23a018b5]Amend the bill in section 10 in subsection 2 in the 6th line (page 5, line 18 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "50,000" and inserting the following: '30,000'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__f478bb98_7a21_4432_a3ac_45][bookmark: _PAR__7_3fcdd164_9df6_4990_a3c7_d88b3a8b]Amend the bill in section 11 in subsection 4 in the 2nd line (page 5, line 27 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "50,000" and inserting the following: '30,000'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__dfd5291f_2ff8_4da9_8110_38][bookmark: _PAR__8_fc7536a6_4c16_4cf4_b607_37a3ae75]Amend the bill in section 11 in subsection 4 in the 3rd line (page 5, line 28 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "24 hours" and inserting the following: '2 business days'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__0e692d24_49c1_4538_927e_11][bookmark: _PAR__9_db778c25_df8a_47cb_851d_1f9627d6]Amend the bill by inserting after section 11 the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__10_8a2a8d5c_0437_4dfb_b997_f4243ae]'Sec. 12.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_4f93971c_7ab0_45f4_8327_45b89cb]ETHICS AND ELECTION PRACTICES, COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL
[bookmark: _PAR__12_6c15d785_e720_4d33_ba35_4481477]Governmental Ethics and Election Practices - Commission on 0414
[bookmark: _PAR__13_bfc17fea_9d18_456a_81e3_fab5409]Initiative: Provides funding for software upgrades to the campaign finance reporting system to include reporting from municipal candidates and political action committees.
	[bookmark: _PAR__14_afc98bbc_eb5d_449a_92bf_f931aaf][bookmark: _LINE__24_c026fd1e_de22_4cbc_8bb8_38a9bc]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_820ba597_ecf9_494e_9bbc_531b65]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_dfd432e3_5de4_42d9_a2a9_37b317]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__25_b9bac815_e1c3_4e0a_abb5_90532a]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_1c3154c9_6fe3_411f_bb2a_3f2921]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_eb2869bf_2522_41de_8cc6_ab1dfd]$1,000,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__26_6a10fa28_234e_42d3_8386_1f1412] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_3714b560_3e67_4642_8cf3_1ee033]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_1e43814a_ad1f_4931_8ea4_a17361]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__27_4dae821e_1f94_4ca9_abbb_faafc0]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_8b006e88_937d_4b7b_94d5_393f0a]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_bc1b059a_e342_4d89_acce_f4b304]$1,000,000


[bookmark: _PAR__15_01839cdc_50b6_43a4_a068_527705c]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__2f68d57e_0a06_407d_adaa_54][bookmark: _PAR__16_d85ab232_824d_495c_bae5_fab1de4]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__7f1cf5b7_762b_4fc2_8d3f_45f5ed][bookmark: _PAR__17_399b9d24_17e6_4ecd_b4f2_1d17ba0]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__18_dc958617_5f99_4e9b_b082_e66f518]This amendment lowers the threshold for the involvement of the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices in municipal elections and referenda campaigns from towns with 50,000 or more residents to towns with 30,000 or more residents.  It increases the time frame for posting of campaign finance reports by a municipality from 24 hours to 2 business days.  It requires the commission to offer a training for municipal clerks every other year and to hire temporary staff during the biennial elections in November.
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_1f2345c3_a9fd_4215_bb35_44bade9][bookmark: _PAR__2_44fa1a92_cf91_452a_b98c_d5f9895a]The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__365e6573_e8f7_4ba][bookmark: _PAR__3_cd467564_d3a0_4865_a303_eceada0d]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__4_14a1ccf2_f812_49a8_84bd_caa8f5e5](See attached)
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