131st Maine Legislature
Resolve, to Create an Advisory Council to Oversee the Review and Technical Revision of the Maine Criminal Code and Other Statutes Establishing Criminal Offenses
L.D. 1903
Resolve, to Create an Advisory Council to Oversee the Review and Revision of the Maine Criminal Code and Other Statutes Establishing Criminal Offenses
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__b92e54d9_51ad_4c36_89aa_32][bookmark: _PAGE__1_462ba034_b603_4971_a977_9968d4e][bookmark: _PAR__2_f2393892_8ef8_4c0d_98a4_ca16137e]L.D. 1903
[bookmark: _PAR__3_cf6f011e_9aeb_401d_930f_48057df0]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_fa4df86e_e8b0_4cf0_a974_c501a334]CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_17245ae1_b094_4bca_b7ca_49eac450]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_83226648_4fc4_414f_b9c3_ea2b0d86]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_5d289abf_dbdc_424d_857a_41c63aba]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_ae207b47_9429_4e9b_b17a_d89f989a]131ST LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_26c114d1_75e9_47ed_a87f_66f5d5b0]SECOND REGULAR SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_efd87e4e_3f31_45d4_bd02_958f4e6]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 1218, L.D. 1903, “Resolve, to Create an Advisory Council to Oversee the Review and Revision of the Maine Criminal Code and Other Statutes Establishing Criminal Offenses”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__7b065c98_d7eb_43cd_87f9_1a][bookmark: _PAR__11_d20d1b26_b5b1_43f8_8610_7b1ac0a]Amend the resolve by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_87266204_49d8_4adf_973d_d20cf07]'Resolve, to Create an Advisory Council to Oversee the Review and Technical Revision of the Maine Criminal Code and Other Statutes Establishing Criminal Offenses'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__38d4d197_15ef_4bfc_b6dc_4a][bookmark: _PAR__13_aecec79f_a319_4a24_bd7b_59de419]Amend the resolve by striking out everything after the title and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_02795b8a_1ea8_4d0c_a3a9_3c2eadb]'Sec. 1. Advisory council to review and revise Maine Criminal Code and other criminal provisions. Resolved: That an advisory council is created to oversee a review and technical revision of the Maine Criminal Code and other statutes establishing criminal offenses.  The advisory council shall select and enter into a contract with an outside consultant under section 2 to conduct the review.  The advisory council shall review the report of the outside consultant, consult with the Criminal Law Advisory Commission, established pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 12004-I, subsection 52, and make recommendations to the Legislature. The advisory council consists of the following 5 members:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_dff1678c_8d4e_4541_94f0_b947b8b]1.  A person who is a prosecuting attorney licensed in the State, appointed by the President of the Senate upon the recommendation of the Maine Prosecutors' Association;
[bookmark: _PAR__16_a6f47b61_80ad_415b_bd9f_5ec5ed7]2.  A person who is a criminal defense attorney licensed in the State, appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives upon the recommendation of the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services, established pursuant to Title 5, section 12004-G, subsection 25-A;
[bookmark: _PAR__17_38802a2f_c876_4e9d_a4ab_d5981e8]3.  A person who is a legal educator with expertise in Maine criminal law, appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives upon the recommendation of the dean of the University of Maine School of Law;
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_789cd95d_427f_4434_b386_28de575][bookmark: _PAR__2_3567525e_cdb9_4f72_964b_18ad96fb]4.  An active retired judge or justice, appointed by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_828b869f_d1b7_4d71_8f84_8a459ca1]5. The Attorney General or the Attorney General's designee, who shall serve as chair of the advisory council.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_b89c638f_0a73_41a9_a01d_3dcf8eab]A majority of the advisory council must be present to conduct business, but all votes and other approvals of advisory council actions require the consensus of all 5 members.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_b2355530_0a51_43c4_8a14_a9b27d27]Sec. 2. Outside consultant; review. Resolved: That the Attorney General shall issue a request for proposals seeking an outside consultant who is a licensed attorney in the State with experience and expertise in criminal law and statutory construction to conduct a review of the Maine Criminal Code and other statutes establishing criminal offenses. Submitted proposals must include a list of staff required to perform the proposed work on behalf of the advisory council under section 1.  The advisory council shall assist the Attorney General in drafting the request for proposals and shall interview the applicants and select the outside consultant from the group of applicants.  The outside consultant shall conduct a review of the Maine Criminal Code and other crimes established in the Maine Revised Statutes to identify unused and obsolete provisions, clarify confusing language, eliminate inconsistencies, consolidate or eliminate redundant provisions and reorganize or restructure the Maine Criminal Code and other statutes establishing criminal offenses. The advisory council shall review the report of the outside consultant and develop recommendations.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_d9be54ef_d99d_436b_bffe_0f54972e]Sec. 3. Departments and agencies.  Resolved: That a department or agency of the State may make recommendations to the advisory council under section 1 concerning a crime under the jurisdiction of the department or agency.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_6ed5cd60_9f14_4645_851b_5fe00b41]Sec. 4. Report.  Resolved: That, by February 1, 2026, the advisory council under section 1 shall submit a report based upon the review under this resolve and any recommended legislation to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over criminal justice and public safety matters, which may report out legislation to the 132nd Legislature in 2026.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_f541e0aa_126b_4c15_a02a_f1fb9ceb]Sec. 5.  Appropriations and allocations.  Resolved:  That the following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_ea255f6b_131a_490f_8508_c489d8ec]ATTORNEY GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF THE
[bookmark: _PAR__10_a0619dd3_9e5b_485a_a784_71aac76]Administration - Attorney General 0310
[bookmark: _PAR__11_e412f2db_04ff_4620_8851_89b67af]Initiative: Provides one-time funding for reimbursement of expenses of 3 public members of the advisory council created to oversee the review and technical revision of the Maine Criminal Code and other statutes establishing criminal offenses.
	[bookmark: _PAR__12_58b37d46_4f22_4212_8d9c_d3aa203][bookmark: _LINE__36_4594c292_37e7_4e0a_9d64_910755]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_6d536e65_5a96_4875_a946_b7ea2f]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_cebd1697_6d82_44b2_a7b2_f70658]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__37_3383325c_b5e3_4a76_8099_71de48]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_1aeb64d4_0f6b_48d4_8524_611716]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_5a66bcce_9c90_47d0_b800_89f087]$2,520

	[bookmark: _LINE__38_562348cd_eef0_4caa_b3f0_d0a7aa] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_4fab686b_9def_4685_92b9_6d472a]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_601c51c8_d653_4901_a64f_b0d389]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__39_fd985e6d_b702_4af9_ad6b_b8e82f]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_b61edaef_0113_4cc8_88d2_13943d]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_860ef390_4c1d_40c4_b645_830d1b]$2,520


[bookmark: _PAR__13_1c9004a5_fd30_4d3d_b33e_9151c0e]Administration - Attorney General 0310
[bookmark: _PAR__14_c03cde30_8b5b_4eef_8d11_053a8f8]Initiative: Provides one-time funding for consulting services to conduct a technical review of the Maine Criminal Code and other statutes establishing criminal offenses.
	[bookmark: _PAGE__3_029d71d8_f059_45ab_bbec_4cb4f91][bookmark: _PAR__2_2a1de831_6b45_4cf1_9fd1_ffa8d833][bookmark: _LINE__1_67fe1140_8bb7_4b03_b04d_dc0676f]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_6ac9c1eb_4fbc_43c9_8239_9a0e249]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_f5bd1d82_9099_4db1_a8a0_2d77edc]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__2_721af230_5ea0_4d9f_afc8_2d687c9]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_dc139c79_bcad_4654_b716_ee79f8a]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_995425c0_8262_4672_aa85_1c60717]$185,200

	[bookmark: _LINE__3_6b2675cd_2551_44c5_a197_68a21d2] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_16612d20_9b6b_48c3_8515_d57f05b]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_bbc902b9_4e02_4c36_bead_675f23c]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__4_41c27762_9319_4de3_9f7e_3d29d65]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_e83d09db_6eb0_4570_9fc0_6ba4aea]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_a24ee6a7_8683_4471_9b54_2c16f84]$185,200


[bookmark: _PAR__3_f6a59c4e_d604_4b02_9462_bb6c079f] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__4_a7aa7149_e7ef_4148_8180_8102ec79][bookmark: _LINE__6_5d1433fe_55b8_4f23_b8f9_5905ac1]ATTORNEY GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF THE
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_533f0601_32cb_4efa_8498_e17758b] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_98f25212_fcfa_4a44_abb9_f7decab] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__7_b9ca5171_b73f_4c4f_8fa5_4590a16]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_6f05bb69_adba_46b4_8861_ad55f65]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_692759f8_6b81_48a4_acbc_9c856bd]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__8_69062c70_77bf_4908_a0d3_a844ac0] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_cccfc35a_81b4_4802_93c4_6804eb3] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_e9898b75_4f58_45c7_b740_a7e223e] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__9_58810fc0_49d9_4b7a_a558_d9569f3]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_ebabbe73_6896_40a8_9999_8eaf72c]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_85d78cfd_75ca_4b0f_892c_da1ae41]$187,720

	[bookmark: _LINE__10_c4c9b534_9eb1_4490_9add_7fab80] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_e3f3c0b5_ee42_49a4_ab6e_fb557c]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_64c0d393_a196_4e4b_baa8_25e24a]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__11_ef430eb0_c484_4e8a_a933_e34837]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_ce06fcb5_52ec_42e1_a706_e86cc3]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_da470f5a_4446_42cb_be82_911775]$187,720


[bookmark: _PAR__5_5d2df8e2_30f6_462b_9a23_96618694]JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT
[bookmark: _PAR__6_2758c9b7_b516_465f_86b7_572f1fec]Courts - Supreme, Superior and District 0063
[bookmark: _PAR__7_6ee5fc32_1772_4591_a10b_069a317a]Initiative: Provides one-time funding for costs associated with an active retired judge or justice serving on the advisory council.
	[bookmark: _PAR__8_6381b9a0_716a_4f2c_9da5_f219f82a][bookmark: _LINE__16_c75b77bb_fad5_4a18_9217_af30b5]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_0bd030ba_a230_43a4_a2f2_ea3603]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_e9907381_e5c1_42ae_b4f6_f5bc46]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__17_e7022657_3eb6_46f5_a82c_eb222a]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_5446b33f_f398_45b2_8cf2_46df04]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_d2c32326_4865_47e2_bac8_86aedb]$3,850

	[bookmark: _LINE__18_aea40eee_0296_4029_9364_96ddbc] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_7e50b6c7_5b40_4ce8_8691_72b88a]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_1e1fb8cc_0e32_4bf2_934c_afb660]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__19_cb2b2e4a_2dfa_43e8_9869_1a8ee6]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_b4df77e7_0a93_4f47_b2e6_324fe5]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_d61e90b4_1a76_4bf1_98ac_01a4ee]$3,850


[bookmark: _PAR__9_87e63f2a_1b7a_4a3c_b702_46102a9d] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__10_aade2a59_8918_447d_a09a_6e27ccb][bookmark: _LINE__21_8631b009_f60e_47bc_b742_063994]JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_d454e877_3883_4f6c_aebd_3e9860] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_27adcddb_421f_49d0_99b9_c92346] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__22_82936e3b_4a78_4d4a_85df_9761e4]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_bcfb3f78_5fed_46bd_a7b8_ccc1a6]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_68813afa_317f_4ff5_821c_307330]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__23_0a2a97b5_eb40_4662_91e7_4f072b] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_b26a2028_65b5_4eaa_90a4_ee4c6d] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_753aa736_a0e8_4838_9811_669029] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__24_37157506_0a45_476b_85b2_2918d2]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_35588b39_c648_4bfb_b32e_72de57]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_b3f55d4c_a0dd_4860_ba10_0333d4]$3,850

	[bookmark: _LINE__25_6c5aa7bf_316d_4cdf_883f_b77590] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_bf749afb_3af5_4fb9_ad25_926b27]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_3efc71a1_994f_4271_afa1_9977b6]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__26_15c34baf_dcba_46c2_a066_106b20]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_3d77e21e_d591_4fa0_a48c_9d6f9f]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_0280f99c_e9e3_4b8e_b1e1_e447da]$3,850


[bookmark: _PAR__11_35cbb20c_f516_4612_a7e3_df2e173] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__12_33178c65_72cc_410f_955b_51e0fd4][bookmark: _LINE__28_c8d51da7_431f_44a8_b97b_8f4942]SECTION TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__28_4167ac32_5044_4ce5_ad8e_607f88]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__28_fa4e3d01_a157_47ed_95e3_79e57b]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__29_9feb7585_7ef0_42fc_ab7f_a89969] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_43a2673b_3106_440a_a8bb_dd928c] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_51e3afd6_d1d0_4ca8_ba0f_3c5aee] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__30_00adb821_1f70_430f_9dfe_95db21]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_b178dcd5_a86f_4e66_9f55_7f41ca]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_b6f8bdae_8e3e_4945_bef6_a063f4]$191,570

	[bookmark: _LINE__31_fd1aa3eb_60c2_492b_8468_4db4f7] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_784485b1_8fe4_42a1_b109_2f7fb2]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_41210637_3377_43c6_8ffd_e0e988]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__32_ab263197_cf70_4b67_b1ae_026f6e]SECTION TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_367b957e_1aeb_41c4_b26e_4ee45c]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_b440f3ec_e01c_4ed9_a8a6_e622b1]$191,570


[bookmark: _PAR__13_1b0e64e4_d3a8_43a4_84d7_0eeeced]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b06abe6c_44f0_44f7_bb19_2d][bookmark: _PAR__14_7d8fae43_4177_47b9_a627_b8c9e36]Amend the resolve by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__6e94f18f_c8b6_4d8c_9408_1b5a02][bookmark: _PAR__15_3f6a5e63_66ee_4f56_8f66_767beee]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__16_8761d059_ebb4_4708_b514_b388977]This amendment, which is one of 2 reports of the committee, does the following.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_dd6df233_8d0b_470a_9e16_5640be8]1. It changes the obligations for issuing and overseeing the request for proposals from the Legislative Council to the Attorney General.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_5de7807f_819e_4549_84e8_152d5ed][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__c47167d8_46b0_49ff_a741_2e4][bookmark: _PAGE__4_698d27ec_3a47_4109_9815_23a725d][bookmark: _PAR__2_651c2b06_0310_4502_a0dd_b715fdba]2. It narrows the scope of the advisory council's and outside consultant's duties to a technical review of the Maine Criminal Code and statutes establishing criminal offenses. This technical review involves identifying unused and obsolete provisions, clarifying confusing language, eliminating inconsistencies, consolidating or eliminating redundant provisions and reorganizing or restructuring as necessary. 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_ab534645_e407_4492_b0cd_d0371cb4]3. It changes provisions concerning advisory council membership in the following ways: adding that the prosecuting attorney on the advisory council is licensed in the State and recommended by the Maine Prosecutors' Association; adding that the defense attorney on the advisory council is licensed in the State and recommended by the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services; removing a representative of a statewide organization with a mission of advancing civil liberties; removing a member of the public; adding that the legal educator must have expertise in Maine criminal law and be recommended by the dean of the University of Maine School of Law; removing a representative of a statewide organization with a mission of advancing racial justice; and adding the Attorney General or the Attorney General's designee, who serves as chair of the advisory council.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_4c4e6005_8628_4a3e_97ad_e0225fdc]4. It stipulates that a majority of advisory council members must be present to conduct council business and that all votes and other approvals of advisory council actions require the consensus of all 5 members.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_2b37af1d_86e5_40bd_8eb6_e7058086]5. It changes the reporting deadline from November 6, 2024 to February 1, 2026.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__6d27db1f_a007_437][bookmark: _PAR__6_ee5aa07f_9338_4f68_8501_9f1fcd96]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__7_3f0f8c1b_2096_48ab_b436_ccc1d738](See attached)
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