130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Reclassify Certain Offenses under the Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Laws and Motor Vehicle Laws and Increase the Efficiency of the Criminal Justice System
L.D. 1604
An Act To Reclassify Certain Offenses under the Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Laws and Motor Vehicle Laws and Increase the Efficiency of the Criminal Justice System
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_c1740db0_c67a_49ef_99e7_520b012]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 1193, L.D. 1604, “An Act To Reclassify Certain Offenses under the Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Laws and Motor Vehicle Laws and Increase the Efficiency of the Criminal Justice System”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c0cfddf7_3f7b_4612_9420_98][bookmark: _PAR__11_3f2448d0_17f2_4fbf_b86f_f794850]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_ec07878b_4a28_4022_a1f7_ce75503]'PART A
[bookmark: _PAR__13_4569d9eb_d079_4a52_b317_0180244]Sec. A-1.  12 MRSA §10605, sub-§1, as affected by PL 2003, c. 614, §9 and amended by c. 655, Pt. B, §64 and affected by §422, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_f3e88004_f6f6_4078_ae13_4a0e409]1.  Habitual violator defined.  For purposes of this section, "habitual violator" means a person whose record, as maintained by the department, shows that:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_70e354c0_fef7_415d_a3a2_f41641e]A.  The person has been convicted of 3 or more criminal violations under this Part, adjudicated of 3 or more civil violations under this Part or convicted of at least one criminal violation under this Part and adjudicated of at least one civil violation under this Part for a combined total of 3 or more times within the previous 5-year period, except that, whenever more than one criminal violation is or more than one civil violation or multiple violations of which at least one is a criminal violation and at least one is a civil violation are committed at the same time, multiple convictions or adjudications are deemed to be one offense; or.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_9cfbbe60_891d_4adb_848e_3efa36a]B.  The person has been adjudicated as having committed 3 or more civil violations under this Part and convicted of 2 or more Class E crimes as a result of such prior adjudications within the previous 5-year period.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_fe78b88d_7bfb_429f_a6e3_853f833]Sec. A-2.  12 MRSA §11109, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2015, c. 281, Pt. A, §4, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__18_26a1f878_2225_423c_b11f_6895578][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__917aa910_eede_45ad_9815_bd0][bookmark: _PAGE__2_6b620dc6_a859_40a4_a6cf_1ca36e4][bookmark: _PAR__2_9d1a7dc7_5b02_4c46_bd66_12f778ec]1.  License required.  Except as otherwise authorized pursuant to this Part, a person may not engage in an activity for which a license may be issued under this section unless that person has a valid license issued under this section.  An electronic license or permit fulfills the requirement under this subsection that a person must have a physical paper license or permit if the electronic license or permit can be displayed upon request to a game warden or other law enforcement officer, an employee of the department, a registered Maine guide or the owner of the land on which the licensed activity is taking place.  Each Except as otherwise provided in this section, each day a person violates this subsection that person commits a Class E crime for which a minimum fine of $50 and an amount equal to twice the applicable license fee must be imposed a fine may be imposed and a term of imprisonment may not be imposed.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_1182c13e_e1d9_4857_a100_5888d78e]Sec. A-3.  12 MRSA §11109, sub-§3, ¶A, as amended by PL 2017, c. 164, §8, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_22943254_88a2_4d4f_b68b_13c94ef8]A.  A resident junior hunting license, for a person under 16 years of age, is $8 and permits hunting of all legal species, subject to the permit requirements in subchapter 3.  Notwithstanding the permit fees established in subchapter 3, a resident junior hunting license includes all permits, stamps and other permissions needed to hunt at no additional cost.  A license holder under this paragraph who qualifies to hunt during the special season on deer under section 11153 and who meets the eligibility requirements of section 11106 must have included in that person's license one antlerless deer permit and one either-sex permit.  A resident junior hunting license does not exempt the holder of the license from lottery-related application requirements under this Part. A resident under 16 years of age who hunts without a resident junior hunting license commits a civil violation.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_a6fe2cf4_6656_4099_9236_99bd1c1f]Sec. A-4.  12 MRSA §11109, sub-§3, ¶F, as amended by PL 2019, c. 501, §8, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_81caee2d_6318_4861_8688_67acd2ac]F.  A nonresident junior hunting license, for a person under 16 years of age, is $35 and permits hunting of all legal species, subject to the permit requirements in subchapter 3.  Notwithstanding the permit fees established in subchapter 3, a nonresident junior hunting license includes all permits, stamps and other permissions needed to hunt at no additional cost.  A license holder under this paragraph who qualifies to hunt during the special season on deer under section 11153 and who meets the eligibility requirements of section 11106 must have included in that person's license one antlerless deer permit and one either-sex permit.  A nonresident junior hunting license does not exempt the holder of the license from lottery-related application requirements under this Part. A nonresident under 16 years of age who hunts without a nonresident junior hunting license commits a civil violation.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_6d0610d2_32a0_428f_854a_bd0120ff]Sec. A-5.  12 MRSA §11159, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 and affected by c. 614, §9, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_1251ac67_b417_4d41_a8aa_a5194714]1.  Permit required.  Except as otherwise authorized in this Part, a person may not engage in the practice of falconry unless that person has a valid permit issued under this section.  Each day a person violates this subsection that person commits a Class E crime for which a minimum fine of $50 and an amount equal to twice the applicable license fee must be imposed civil violation.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_d4664339_0742_4e72_8861_d114f380]Sec. A-6.  12 MRSA §11214, sub-§1, ¶F, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 and affected by c. 614, §9, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__10_94fe0d39_7688_4e25_975f_9ec5491][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__b14de0b6_a581_4026_9880_fec][bookmark: _PAGE__3_7ca30b8c_33b1_4ec8_a9b9_679737f][bookmark: _PAR__2_4c17ea7f_d25a_4a47_a188_0c9cb877]F.  Hunt migratory game birds with a shotgun of any description originally capable of holding more than 3 shells, unless the shotgun's magazine has been cut off, altered or plugged with a one-piece filler incapable of removal without disassembling the gun so as to reduce the capacity of the gun to not more than 3 shells in the magazine and chamber combined.  A person who violates this paragraph commits a civil violation.  This paragraph does not apply to:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_4994f32d_0310_4c82_b0d5_04c257ba](1)  Military organizations authorized by law to bear arms or to the National Guard in the performance of its duty;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_2ef4910e_e105_4c98_8a29_f27b6d47]Sec. A-7.  12 MRSA §11214, sub-§1, ¶I, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 and affected by c. 614, §9, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_c6c42f5b_36f5_4ad9_a661_e3e663e9]I.  Allow duck decoys to remain in waters of Merrymeeting Bay at any time during the period from one hour after legal shooting time until one hour before legal shooting time the next day.  A person who violates this paragraph commits a civil violation;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_5d5d092c_b077_4a4d_8a6a_aa7ca342]Sec. A-8.  12 MRSA §11214, sub-§1, ¶J, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 and affected by c. 614, §9, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_45f5f075_a7e5_4efd_9706_7cf01752]J.  Leave or allow to remain in waters of Merrymeeting Bay an artificial cover, that is, a "stationary blind," or parts of an artificial cover used for hunting purposes between one hour after legal shooting time and one hour before legal shooting time the next day.  A person who violates this paragraph commits a civil violation;
[bookmark: _PAR__8_ef4b6a01_074e_4e8b_82a9_26377c12]Sec. A-9.  12 MRSA §11214, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 655, Pt. B, §146 and affected by §422, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_20bb8de4_6406_4b1c_a53d_6d3fd7c4]2.  Penalty.  A Except as provided in subsection 1, paragraphs F, I and J, a person who violates subsection 1 commits a Class E crime for which a fine may be imposed and a term of imprisonment may not be imposed.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_879a81f1_d63e_4908_afa7_8cc5e8e]Sec. A-10.  12 MRSA §11301, as amended by PL 2021, c. 100, §6 and affected by §13, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_c748054d_f632_4a54_b8e5_8fd43d2]§11301.  Placing of bear bait
[bookmark: _PAR__12_93ddb988_4cb0_43e2_b57d_60786a7]1.  Bear baiting; penalty.  A person may not place bait to entice, hunt or trap black bear, unless:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_9b0fce9f_7970_44dc_86f5_e7ed447]A.  The bait is placed at least 50 yards from a travel way that is accessible by a conventional 2-wheel-drive or 4-wheel-drive vehicle;
[bookmark: _PAR__14_6ca28b0a_3c90_46a8_95b7_0fe7834]B.  The stand, blind or bait area is plainly labeled with a 2-inch-by-4-inch tag with the name and address of the baiter;
[bookmark: _PAR__15_c8550a3b_f9fa_466e_884c_180d3d9]C.  The bait is placed more than 500 yards from a site permitted or licensed for the disposal of solid waste or a campground;
[bookmark: _PAR__16_8352903d_7b86_417f_a72d_e040418]D.  The bait is placed more than 500 yards from an occupied dwelling, unless written permission is granted by the owner or lessee;
[bookmark: _PAR__17_a13f610d_ea30_4a81_bfdd_4811eba]E.  The bait is placed not more than 30 days before the opening day of the season, and not more than 30 days before the first Monday preceding September 1st and not after October 31st;
[bookmark: _PAR__18_f01f1090_44f4_4d46_96b2_b8a018e]F.  The bait areas will be cleaned up by November 10th, as defined by the state litter laws; and
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_be42a562_ecf6_40c2_a15f_7681776][bookmark: _PAR__2_fb70e0d0_175f_4a61_a619_9a65818f]G.  The person hunting from a stand or blind of another person has permission of the owner of that stand or blind.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_37be75a0_4b79_4796_9baf_f867bc32]A person may not use bait to hunt or trap black bear without the oral or written permission of the landowner.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_052d63b4_2941_4df4_9b08_775cfeaf]A person who violates this subsection commits a civil violation.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_738455a5_29c2_42a1_a1ed_f054585c]1-A.  Prohibition Prohibitions; penalty.  During the open season on hunting bear, a person may not within 50 yards of a bait site established by another person in accordance with section 11227 without the written permission of the person who established the bait site:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_362418d3_12b8_4216_83ba_a444e251]A.  Hunt, trap, molest or harass bear or release a dog or dogs for the purpose of hunting bear or training dogs to hunt bear; or.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_38094fef_bd09_4868_ab9e_fa24c6c4]A person who violates this paragraph commits a Class E crime for which a fine may be imposed and a term of imprisonment may not be imposed; or
[bookmark: _PAR__8_ee79d900_ebe1_478f_a6ea_a55bb018]B.  Disturb the bait site through the use of chemicals or take other action intended to interfere with the hunting of bear at the bait site by the person who established the bait site.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_a869adb1_5d77_489d_b8ac_475e03fc]A person who violates this paragraph commits a Class E crime for which a fine may be imposed and a term of imprisonment may not be imposed.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_d253497d_c904_420d_b0a9_afd78ea]2.  Penalty.  A person who violates this section commits a Class E crime.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_907714a0_b196_4bb8_b56e_9f8ef09]Sec. A-11.  12 MRSA §11302, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 655, Pt. B, §158 and affected by §422, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_33e59e9c_bdfd_4e65_a183_8e02865]3.  Penalty.  A person who violates this section commits a Class E crime civil violation.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_285db364_737d_4eb2_9c1c_43ebadf]Sec. A-12.  12 MRSA §12051, sub-§1, as repealed and replaced by PL 2013, c. 588, Pt. A, §16, is amended by amending the 2nd blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_32f6eedb_3a64_4382_8369_d709f4f]A person who violates this subsection commits a Class E crime civil violation.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_cba282f8_6420_4e0e_a00e_ca038bd]Sec. A-13.  12 MRSA §12054, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 and affected by c. 614, §9, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_d859a148_81cd_4d6f_922e_d55ea9a]2.  Rabbit hound field trials.  A person may not hold field trials for beagles and other rabbit hounds except from September 1st through the following April 10th.  A person who violates this subsection commits a Class E crime civil violation.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_1e475adf_bdc8_455f_ae96_1734955]Sec. A-14.  12 MRSA §12055, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 and affected by c. 614, §9, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__18_3d2af4a3_df72_47ea_ac14_dcb7484]1.  License required.  A club or organization may not hold field trials as provided under this section unless the club or organization has a valid license issued under this section.  Each day a person violates this subsection that person commits a Class E crime for which a minimum fine of $50 and an amount equal to twice the applicable license fee must be imposed civil violation.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_02c58314_8ac4_4552_bc54_e241def]Sec. A-15.  12 MRSA §12101, sub-§1-A, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 655, Pt. B, §199 and affected by §422, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAGE__5_9fe5399a_fc8e_4542_b5a2_a9dfbf6][bookmark: _PAR__2_e4613482_8195_437d_960c_d7b2cccf]1-A.  License required.  A person may not charge others for the opportunity to hunt mallard ducks, pheasants, quail, Chukar partridge and Hungarian partridge in an area or establish a commercial shooting area for such purposes unless that person has a valid license issued under this section.  Each day a person violates this subsection that person commits a Class E crime for which a minimum fine of $50 and an amount equal to twice the applicable license fee must be imposed civil violation.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_2cae7d04_a6e4_436b_a7d0_2776381e]A.  Nothing in this subsection prohibits the operator of a commercial shooting area from authorizing a person to hunt other wild birds or wild animals in the commercial shooting area during the regular open season on those species, in accordance with this Part, as long as the person possesses a valid state hunting license that allows the hunting of those wild birds and wild animals.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_18aa1b0a_1d1c_481d_9b26_b1decd6b]Sec. A-16.  12 MRSA §12508, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 and affected by c. 614, §9, is amended by amending the first blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_457b4c08_16b3_4885_84c3_c3175fa8]Each day a person violates this subsection, that person commits a Class E crime for which a minimum fine of $50 and an amount equal to twice the applicable license fee must be imposed civil violation.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_d59594d4_c4dd_4281_b4ff_4353f8c6]Sec. A-17.  12 MRSA §12551-A, sub-§5, ¶B, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 655, Pt. B, §259 and affected by §422, is amended by amending subparagraph (2) to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_ac2ab2ff_2b7f_403c_86fa_7dcccfcc](2)  Shall present a receipted invoice, bill of lading, bill of sale or other satisfactory evidence of the lawful possession of live baitfish or smelts for retail sale to any agent of the commissioner upon request.  A person who violates this subparagraph commits a civil violation; or
[bookmark: _PAR__8_e23aabef_1b06_4a41_a074_f6233ca1]Sec. A-18.  12 MRSA §12551-A, sub-§5, ¶B, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 655, Pt. B, §259 and affected by §422, is amended by amending the first blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_614771ff_87bd_42ca_9545_5ba89ea4]Each Except for a violation of subparagraph (2), each day a person violates this paragraph that person commits a class Class E crime for which a fine may be imposed and a term of imprisonment may not be imposed.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_781d6c02_f4ad_4e13_b27e_49dc331]Sec. A-19.  12 MRSA §12551-A, sub-§6, ¶B, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 655, Pt. B, §259 and affected by §422, is amended by amending subparagraph (1) to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_1fe64510_b214_416a_b885_13e2b49](1)  When engaged in taking, or assisting in taking, live baitfish for resale from inland waters, fail to exhibit a baitfish wholesaler's license to any agent of the commissioner upon request.  A person who violates this subparagraph commits a civil violation;
[bookmark: _PAR__12_d1ed428c_0b40_4b32_b199_d4f97e7]Sec. A-20.  12 MRSA §12551-A, sub-§6, ¶B, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 655, Pt. B, §259 and affected by §422, is amended by amending the first blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_804a24f7_2436_484f_ac7c_3959cf9]Each Except for a violation of subparagraph (1), each day a person violates this paragraph that person commits a class Class E crime for which a fine may be imposed and a term of imprisonment may not be imposed.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_c52d3b13_ae56_4841_a24c_59cdb92]Sec. A-21.  12 MRSA §12551-A, sub-§7, ¶B, as amended by PL 2005, c. 237, §3, is further amended by amending subparagraph (1) to read:
[bookmark: _PAGE__6_7edc358d_3ef0_4b15_a763_37b277a][bookmark: _PAR__2_92cafc89_f6af_4f6d_96d0_d0e8831a](1)  When engaged in taking, or assisting in taking, live smelts for resale from inland waters, fail to exhibit the license to any agent of the commissioner upon request.  A person who violates this subparagraph commits a civil violation;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_cd72a576_7fc4_49dc_a228_15406fa5]Sec. A-22.  12 MRSA §12551-A, sub-§7, ¶B, as amended by PL 2005, c. 237, §3, is further amended by amending the first blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_5c60af20_d457_4676_bd7d_432dc76e]Each Except for a violation of subparagraph (1), each day a person violates this paragraph that person commits a Class E crime for which a fine may be imposed and a term of imprisonment may not be imposed.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_d41e00ce_3a5e_49dd_abd0_ae1aa3d9]PART B
[bookmark: _PAR__6_294d808b_3e6c_4532_a7ff_351b0e61]Sec. B-1.  29-A MRSA §1603, sub-§9, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_2a669ddb_1ce1_46f2_a900_7fe98253]9.  Return license, certificates and plates.  A person whose license or registration has been suspended shall immediately return every license, registration certificate and registration plate issued to that person to the Secretary of State.  A person commits a Class E crime traffic infraction if that person, after notice of suspension, fails or refuses to return every license, registration certificate and registration plate.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_5b1fe3ab_a7ca_49bf_9ba4_8e23a491]Sec. B-2.  29-A MRSA §1859, as amended by PL 1995, c. 65, Pt. A, §104 and affected by §153 and Pt. C, §15, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_06066eca_26d9_4cbd_9f4a_f2d574bc]§1859.  Removal of vehicle
[bookmark: _PAR__10_85c2701d_4dd2_4258_bc3e_f62818a]Removal of a vehicle described in section 1851 or of any part or accessory from the vehicle without the written consent of the person in charge or the owner of the premises or property where the vehicle is located is a Class E crime traffic infraction.  This section applies to all persons, including the owner of the vehicle.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_ac591742_e3c0_494f_8aac_352310a]Sec. B-3.  29-A MRSA §2069, sub-§3, ¶B, as enacted by PL 2015, c. 159, §4, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_8366308a_3531_4025_bb65_e4455b5]B.  The issuance of a summons for a traffic infraction as described in section 351, 2104 or 2412‑A, subsection 8;
[bookmark: _PAR__13_d8f06513_9afd_4d94_bb83_c42aed5]Sec. B-4.  29-A MRSA §2102, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2009, c. 493, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_8ede6c7c_862d_44cd_94c5_45279da]1.  Display revoked, mutilated, fictitious or fraudulently altered driver's license or identification card.  A person commits a Class E crime traffic infraction if that person displays a revoked, mutilated, fictitious or fraudulently altered driver's license or identification card issued or represented to be issued by this State or any other state or province.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_e230d6d1_3a23_4ba2_9195_401c556]Sec. B-5.  29-A MRSA §2102, sub-§1-A, as amended by PL 2009, c. 493, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_0d9edcd4_619c_4330_a20f_63ec201]1-A.  Possess revoked, mutilated, fictitious or fraudulently altered driver's license or identification card.  A person commits a Class E crime traffic infraction if that person possesses a revoked, mutilated, fictitious or fraudulently altered driver's license or identification card issued or represented to be issued by this State or any other state or province.
[bookmark: _PAGE__7_3f4381bd_f230_459d_a041_720c87b][bookmark: _PAR__2_fc3f123b_e573_4a56_9f84_0ebd7304]Sec. B-6.  29-A MRSA §2102, last ¶, as amended by PL 2009, c. 493, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_ba269830_45ad_4376_87ef_94221844]Violation of subsection 1, 1-A, 1-B, 1-D or 3 is a strict liability crime as defined in Title 17‑A, section 34, subsection 4‑A.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_30c9ec7c_33f5_4ef1_89c2_202f85e3]Sec. B-7.  29-A MRSA §2104, as amended by PL 2015, c. 176, §5, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_79968eb6_483e_49d4_9ad5_6d7ae650]§2104.  Improper plates
[bookmark: _PAR__6_99238f2a_3d08_40bd_9c30_1a0eab7a]1.  Attaching false plates.  A person commits a Class E crime traffic infraction if that person attaches to a vehicle a registration plate assigned to another vehicle or not currently assigned to that vehicle.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_f99ebba5_f114_4ea8_9771_8fc09c37]1-A.  Permitting attachment of false plates.  A person commits a Class E crime traffic infraction if that person permits to be attached to a vehicle a registration plate assigned to another vehicle or not currently assigned to that vehicle.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_4abf52f7_0b28_4104_b68a_9ebabcca]1-B.  Permitting display of false registration validation device.  A person commits a Class E crime traffic infraction if that person permits to be attached or displayed on a vehicle registration plate a registration validation device issued for another vehicle.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_5f776d45_927e_447e_a5da_664b4305]2.  False identification.  A person commits a Class E crime traffic infraction if that person obscures identification numbers, identification letters, the state name, validation sticker or mark distinguishing the type of plate attached to a vehicle.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_927537c3_4944_454a_bc2d_b627b00]3.  Manufacturing or reproduction of plates.  A person commits a Class D crime for which a fine may be imposed and a term of imprisonment may not be imposed if that person manufactures or reproduces registration plates without the consent of the Secretary of State.  Violation of this subsection is a strict liability crime as defined in Title 17-A, section 34, subsection 4-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_541e8853_1909_4de4_9d2f_53034f8]4.  Alterations to registration plates.  Except when a greater penalty is applicable, a person commits a traffic infraction if that person adds or attaches to a registration plate a decal, symbol, slogan, mark, letter or number not authorized by law or by the Secretary of State.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_9d85e999_4c8b_4a7d_918b_3f31388]5.  Strict liability.  Violation of subsection 1, 2 or 3 is a strict liability crime as defined in Title 17‑A, section 34, subsection 4‑A.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_1b513b6e_73a5_4b18_aff4_84f5d4d]Sec. B-8.  29-A MRSA §2412-A, sub-§1-A, ¶A, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 452, Pt. Q, §85 and affected by Pt. X, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_9f8226b0_b1a0_4bad_9640_bfb7649]A.  Operates a motor vehicle on a public way or in a parking area when that person's license has been suspended or revoked, and that person:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_32a731ef_f40d_47a5_ada9_5a8bc16](1)  Has received written notice of a suspension or revocation from the Secretary of State or a court;
[bookmark: _PAR__16_ed34c9d9_9848_4595_b29d_e0c2d13](2)  Has been orally informed of the suspension or revocation by a law enforcement officer or a court;
[bookmark: _PAR__17_14b6da25_cdc1_4fdd_9078_fc509fe](3)  Has actual knowledge of the suspension or revocation;
[bookmark: _PAR__18_42172734_182d_4f20_a603_636e63c](4)  Has been sent written notice in accordance with section 2482 or former Title 29, section 2241, subsection 4; or
[bookmark: _PAGE__8_ce7f9017_d206_444c_8b82_eb765bc][bookmark: _PAR__2_0de58a8f_744a_4081_ac23_4ea6844e](5)  Has failed to answer or to appear in court pursuant to a notice or order specified in section 2605 or 2608;.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_7e0580f7_fcbc_4707_bf78_a6e04be6]A violation of this paragraph is a traffic infraction;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_f16eb42e_e90d_4407_98f2_ebc7cd2b]Sec. B-9.  29-A MRSA §2412-A, sub-§1-A, as amended by PL 2009, c. 297, §1, is further amended by amending the first blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_f3bb6d93_4c17_41ec_a58d_9bcf35e1]Except for an offense under subsection 8 or as otherwise provided a violation of paragraph A, operating while license suspended or revoked is a Class E crime, which is a strict liability crime as defined in Title 17‑A, section 34, subsection 4‑A, and is punishable pursuant to subsection 3.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_0301cdf1_7390_4c23_8629_b15db5f6]Sec. B-10.  29-A MRSA §2412-A, sub-§8, as amended by PL 2009, c. 493, §3, is repealed.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_e699bf60_fb28_40c7_85e9_14563db8]Sec. B-11.  29-A MRSA §2417, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_d6a1c2ed_caaf_48bf_93b6_ed8ae75b]§2417.  Suspended registration
[bookmark: _PAR__9_be240f87_ac6a_40f3_87bb_95e9560c]A person commits a Class E offense traffic infraction if that person operates or permits another to operate a vehicle when the registration of that vehicle is suspended or revoked.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_ad17939b_d499_4e6c_af78_af8a623]Sec. B-12.  29-A MRSA §2551-A, sub-§1, ¶A, as amended by PL 2013, c. 381, Pt. B, §30, is further amended by amending subparagraph (4) to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_ab42b1e8_0a03_4497_b84e_2a1bcc7](4)  Operating after suspension or revocation, in violation of section 2412‑A, subsection 1-A, paragraph B, C or D;
[bookmark: _PAR__12_383b1ea3_3d4a_45e8_bfe4_7dbcb92]Sec. B-13.  29-A MRSA §2551-A, sub-§3, ¶D, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 297, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_7d0dcc6b_5d02_4d90_844e_1d48eca]D.  An adjudication for the traffic infraction of operating after suspension under section 2412‑A, subsection 8 1-A, paragraph A.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_1b0a3cf5_17bb_4483_a497_a29a71f]PART C
[bookmark: _PAR__15_326841a4_e143_4ca0_bfac_e058bc6]Sec. C-1.  17-A MRSA §4-B, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 282, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_d2749529_7032_4eee_a835_cdef168]4.   Evidence obtained pursuant to an unlawful search and seizure shall is not be admissible in a civil violation proceeding arising under Title 22, section 2383.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_9a28d6ba_7f23_4f03_9553_51a1232]Sec. C-2.  17-A MRSA §4-B, sub-§5 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__18_ac870653_3807_4d9c_bc47_2be304c]5.  A law enforcement officer who has probable cause to believe that a violation of law has taken place or is taking place may make application for a search warrant in accordance with the applicable Maine Rules of Civil Procedure or Maine Rules of Unified Criminal Procedure.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_9d2c3976_6284_4d95_b235_db65893]PART D
[bookmark: _PAR__20_a482978e_a7e5_4e6e_991a_98e404b]Sec. D-1.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__21_e247af8c_ee72_4715_ac73_d27ce27]JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT
[bookmark: _PAR__22_05775a8a_d78f_43c6_8db9_b82903f]Courts - Supreme, Superior and District 0063
[bookmark: _PAGE__9_a8b23e40_58ed_4a8f_9cbc_3095da5][bookmark: _PAR__2_69b755a4_8d2c_4b1f_b117_6abb2c86]Initiative: Provides one-time funding for programming changes to 2 existing case management systems.
	[bookmark: _PAR__3_9f225f02_b2dc_4d27_a2c1_28f6c029][bookmark: _LINE__3_fdccefdc_fac7_403b_8e72_656e8be]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_a25a8c6c_e58f_4da6_810a_a820aca]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_bdce959b_a416_4d04_b2a8_87f9e7a]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__4_c6d01f36_46f3_4ba7_91bd_3af766b]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_ce2e5879_d4e9_4999_b085_6d174db]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_b1cb11b1_1a1b_45fc_836b_6ebcfba]$3,500

	[bookmark: _LINE__5_26ea1e6f_be95_4e25_a042_2c29274] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_331d5495_49bb_49a0_b08c_ef9a463]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_7e23c647_957c_4988_be80_7201f88]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__6_004ffca9_0c63_46c3_9544_6a31f93]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_7ef1185d_a44a_4e1e_937c_e57dd6b]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_d7fb9f69_029b_4fba_80e6_5f80bf3]$3,500


[bookmark: _PAR__4_5dfac578_549c_47e6_903d_4ada7f98]PART E
[bookmark: _PAR__5_ee3cf921_41d9_4d07_86f3_47c356ff]Sec. E-1.  Effective date. Parts A, B and C of this Act take effect January 1, 2023.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__93605af8_ce96_43f8_a006_13][bookmark: _PAR__6_9edf8689_8ea1_41d5_9dd0_61c5fabb]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__6cbcaf88_3948_4261_b411_45d2ba][bookmark: _PAR__7_49f8c890_c206_4ae1_bf9a_5fa3e041]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__8_ff8f7761_1dd9_4cdd_b1b5_6cc5ecaa]This amendment is the majority report of the committee.  The amendment replaces the bill.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_284d0636_4ae7_4914_bbd5_d1af0cf8]Part A amends certain laws regarding inland fisheries and wildlife in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, Part 13, limiting the sentences for certain crimes to fines and changing some crimes to civil violations.  Crimes reduced to civil violations include junior hunting without a license, unlawful practice of falconry, unlawful hunting of migratory birds with a shotgun, allowing duck decoys or a stationary blind to remain in the water in Merrymeeting Bay or beyond the legal hours, unlawful hunting of bear with dogs or with bait, certain violations of field trial, training dogs and opportunity to hunt laws and certain violations of live smelt and baitfish laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_59a2ea45_0873_40dc_9ebe_7d681e0]Part B amends certain Maine motor vehicle laws in Title 29-A, limiting the sentence for the crime of manufacturing or producing registration plates without the consent of the Secretary of State to a fine and changing some crimes to traffic infractions.  Other crimes reduced to traffic infractions include certain violations of laws related to:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_28ef9745_df6b_4fe2_9194_fb5201c]1.  Motor vehicle registration certificates and plates and driver's licenses;
[bookmark: _PAR__12_ca8a9d74_daf3_4d3a_95b8_b1ae828]2.  Removal of a vehicle without the consent of the owner or person in charge of the property;
[bookmark: _PAR__13_fc68ba90_0134_4362_b8e3_ef2ca3f]3.  Unlawful ownership or display of a revoked, fictitious or fraudulently altered driver's license or identification card;
[bookmark: _PAR__14_9c57d55a_cfda_46b7_a8ca_c44e92a]4.  Unlawful use of a driver's license or an identification card;
[bookmark: _PAR__15_28ebf998_1925_41c7_994a_78d6f09]5.  Improper use of registration plates; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_45ccf656_9068_4a1c_80a9_c14e924]6.  Operating a motor vehicle while license or registration is suspended.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_7f83eb74_4d17_40bf_8844_adebddb]Part C amends the Maine Criminal Code provision governing civil violations to explicitly provide that evidence obtained pursuant to an unlawful search and seizure is not admissible in any civil violation proceeding, not just those arising from marijuana possession by a person under 21 years of age or possession of butyl nitrite or isobutyl nitrite, and to permit a law enforcement officer who has probable cause to believe that a violation of the law has taken place or is taking place to make application for a search warrant.
[bookmark: _PAGE__10_ffc21d4d_dd39_4a97_8926_660096][bookmark: _PAR__2_ffbc85ab_784e_4c6f_b5cb_fe817522]Part D adds an appropriations and allocations section.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_0a52284e_2a53_400f_999b_2f37706a]Part E adds an effective date of January 1, 2023 for Parts A, B and C.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_c24d3261_456f_41c4_8f97_a82ac59d]The amendment differs from the minority report by retaining provisions of the bill that decriminalize certain crimes of operating a motor vehicle after suspension of a license or registration that are not based on operating a motor vehicle under the influence.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__dd8ae612_f0f2_42b][bookmark: _PAR__5_cc66a32f_3f4f_433c_9a8e_557fdbf7]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__6_1f85769f_5e98_4b5c_a267_94e3d2a5](See attached)
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