132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Establish a Statewide Transportation Project Selection Prioritization Process
L.D. 1756
An Act to Establish a Statewide Transportation Project Selection Prioritization Process
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__8b0562d0_4b1d_4036_b362_7b][bookmark: _PAGE__1_13bb2640_70ca_4802_a85b_fb8e2dc][bookmark: _PAR__2_a1048991_7307_4474_a440_30dc569f]L.D. 1756
[bookmark: _PAR__3_1a01006b_407d_4b5b_9fd2_9a4dbd64]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_6b6dbdd9_0537_42b1_af74_c13df0dd]TRANSPORTATION 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_1413c6a7_31a6_4e92_b37d_cc1ede75]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_d0374cf0_63c5_4d95_8ee2_00528c72]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_ccfe27b7_4e74_4516_aebc_3d942a22]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_fd69f795_e4b0_4ee8_9b43_03b8fbbf]132ND LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_96f937b0_ea13_422c_bd02_646e7b46]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_24fd27a4_69b9_4b09_b211_12fa0f6]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 1174, L.D. 1756, “An Act to Establish a Statewide Transportation Project Selection Prioritization Process”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__908e0897_aaff_445e_a493_fa][bookmark: _PAR__11_c6539049_8242_41d8_a908_b5e183a]Amend the bill by striking out all of section 1.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__ee9e344f_8125_4e3e_b1e5_28][bookmark: _PAR__12_e13ef9db_3e0e_4d04_9c8f_c3fc111]Amend the bill by striking out all of sections 3, 4 and 5 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__2e06f27a_a1bf_474c_8b82_d7][bookmark: _PAR__13_393c89d9_e47b_43e7_b12c_6c9fe16]'Sec. 3.  23 MRSA §4209-B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_be2bd400_41d1_4cbc_878f_b48270e]§4209-B.  Transportation project selection prioritization
[bookmark: _PAR__15_10bf9fb5_7c4b_44ee_8299_ae3f9dd]1.  Transportation project selection prioritization process.  The department and the Maine Turnpike Authority shall develop and manage a statewide transportation project selection prioritization process, referred to in this section as "the prioritization process." The prioritization process must:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_6313386a_d6bd_4fed_a5b5_b5853f2]A. Be used for evaluation of projects administered in accordance with federal transportation requirements and, in cooperation with municipalities, counties and other planning organizations within the State, for funds allocated to the department and the Maine Turnpike Authority;
[bookmark: _PAR__17_81e0d259_4aac_46f9_a618_a2b1388]B. Be used for the development of any plan for a project created by the department or the Maine Turnpike Authority; 
[bookmark: _PAR__18_471c8797_6084_4081_86c4_5ee63de]C. Take into consideration, at a minimum, highway, transit, rail, roadway, active transportation and technology operations improvements and transportation demand management strategies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__19_b7b9ecaa_fdda_4810_a9d0_2191620]D. Score and rank all proposed projects based on an objective and quantifiable analysis factoring public input of projects proposed for funding using the State's key goals listed in long-term transportation plans. Key goals include, but are not limited to:
[bookmark: _PAR__20_20ae7167_2721_4a97_a510_97fc975](1) Safe travel with priority on avoiding crashes that cause death or serious injury and protecting vulnerable users as defined in Title 29-A, section 101, subsection 91-A;
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_5208214c_7328_44e0_91c7_9325342][bookmark: _PAR__2_6073163c_8b8e_476f_9312_8be02e5b](2)  A well-managed transportation system measured by reliability and system condition;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_d2b8113c_9beb_417e_afe0_27427a84](3)  A quality of life measured by economic impact analysis, including the health of the State's downtowns and villages;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_7e4ad748_09b8_49ec_9316_0c288c7f](4)  Environmentally sustainable transportation systems measured by greenhouse gas emissions from the transportation systems and effects on lands and waters, including, but not limited to, storm water runoff and heat island effects; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_1eada021_2ebe_4037_a664_95704b89](5) Equitable access measured by consideration of access to jobs and essential services, particularly for low-income households.  Accessibility must be measured using a peer-reviewed, data-informed tool.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_a1e797d3_f74d_41eb_bc14_a395575f]2.  Exclusions.  The prioritization process may not apply to:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_29a5ca2f_bab6_492e_8faf_4ad38f25]A.  Projects in which funding is related to in-kind repair or replacement of existing traffic control devices or asset management, including, but not limited to, bridge rehabilitation, bridge-only bridge replacement projects, pavement repair or replacement and guardrail repair or replacement; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_d963ecc5_dea4_46ce_b058_329e5593]B.  Projects that replace bicycle and pedestrian facilities, including, but not limited to, sidewalks, shared-use paths or bicycle lanes.  Projects under this paragraph must have their designs upgraded from substandard to standard unless other funds are leveraged for the bicycle and pedestrian components.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_190b4544_ade3_4802_ae0e_1869241a]3.  Report.  The department and the Maine Turnpike Authority shall each submit a report on the prioritization process, including a list of all scores and rankings of proposed projects and how the weights of goals under subsection 1, paragraph D were applied, by January 15th of each year to the Governor and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation matters. The report must be made publicly available on the department's publicly accessible website and the authority's publicly accessible website.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_6b6f7882_6117_4122_8a44_8634e12]4.  Selection of projects.  Beginning July 1, 2026, the department and the Maine Turnpike Authority shall select projects for funding pursuant to subsection 1.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_3de07960_fb16_46f5_a317_9c747c1]Sec. 4. Development of prioritization process. In developing the statewide transportation project selection prioritization process under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 23, section 4209-B, the Department of Transportation and the Maine Turnpike Authority must:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_2c02864e_84d4_4560_8c47_5426c99]1. Weigh key goals under Title 23, section 4209-B, subsection 1, paragraph D for each of the State's federally designated planning organization regions.  For purposes of this section, the prioritization process may assign different weights to each key goal, within each region, based on the unique needs and characteristics of the region; and
[bookmark: _PAR__13_735460dc_ecac_460b_ba23_8b1ca79]2. Solicit input from municipalities, counties and other planning organizations, transit operators, environmental groups, active transportation groups, economic development groups and other stakeholders in the development of the prioritization process.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_9aff3235_2007_451b_9b7a_cf83d9a]Sec. 5.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_0dd49809_e324_48d1_a4c7_e45ab65]TRANSPORTATION, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_4f2c9ca9_981b_4182_bfa0_8543cb0][bookmark: _PAR__2_a9524452_0d5a_4eb5_9a28_22bf5bd2]Highway and Bridge Capital 0406
[bookmark: _PAR__3_cbc49b3a_5414_49c8_9020_0a21d5de]Initiative: Provides funding for computer software and ongoing maintenance to track projects as well as grant funds for municipal and regional planning organizations.
	[bookmark: _PAR__4_410be35f_be71_469b_9d0b_c92b52c9][bookmark: _LINE__4_25cf8afb_2d9c_44ab_88a3_4f06758]HIGHWAY FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_362ac589_1cbb_4756_a350_1f626eb]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_1b2f3fc0_d1f9_4d01_97be_9ea381b]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__5_b1aa066e_0246_4324_8524_d8409eb]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_00514ed6_06be_4190_88d1_af32f4c]$1,250,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_eb696a77_23a2_40a4_beaa_f04862e]$1,000,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__6_4eafb69d_fbca_4324_9681_d274d5d] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_5f4547a4_5d8e_4543_b686_bc8d0fc]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_a7fc9f68_4c7a_43fb_90a6_f16fb8c]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__7_a7dc2073_cac6_4e6b_984f_b6e0a1c]HIGHWAY FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_e5cf4a9b_4869_461b_a153_e5fc056]$1,250,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_fb78e0d9_fff6_49ba_848c_be1c0eb]$1,000,000


[bookmark: _PAR__5_baa42742_cca8_4179_a45d_912cce61]Highway and Bridge Capital 0406
[bookmark: _PAR__6_db440ad4_c955_4916_a85b_62ec0228]Initiative: Provides funding for 2 Public Service Coordinator I positions and related costs to implement and administer the transportation project selection prioritization process.
	[bookmark: _PAR__7_46530f71_4d3c_412f_8840_5989440e][bookmark: _LINE__11_b0a6fe14_a946_442e_8f33_d112c8]HIGHWAY FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_34bc8ba2_86d0_4550_882c_3bffc1]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_bdc099ad_6150_4526_af9d_ba12a1]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__12_873bee1b_cce8_4f9d_a749_0ab642]POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_27b06c8d_7eef_47eb_b106_685050]2.000
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_d568a2cd_0131_4cff_8a76_2a8946]2.000

	[bookmark: _LINE__13_18b780e7_fb9b_48f3_9d8b_08576a]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_384e164d_d8df_4220_b26e_19c1bc]$308,725
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_89172612_abff_4adb_8918_31eb08]$321,628

	[bookmark: _LINE__14_44514049_d889_47f0_9d68_b52967]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__14_554b4108_bc53_4c48_ab1d_8966c4]$10,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__14_c5c7ecb3_e4f6_4d36_bbd5_7db479]$10,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__15_295324f7_e547_4a88_a551_402e22] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_9f5c16f7_12ff_4653_ba7b_9f9a5c]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_207c3331_9e98_4925_8fb8_5a2afd]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__16_0de00fc8_aaf5_4930_8973_6d30f1]HIGHWAY FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_6b298820_7326_40ed_96a4_41325d]$318,725
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_83530c36_6e6a_42c1_b6bb_d5be2b]$331,628


[bookmark: _PAR__8_c8a1e883_5c3c_40b6_af8a_835624c2] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__9_ba9f582e_210c_4046_83c2_bdce446b][bookmark: _LINE__18_6e5522c7_85e9_4b42_b491_79abf1]TRANSPORTATION, DEPARTMENT OF
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_1b2300ef_c5f9_430d_b841_fc91dd] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_00df5754_c859_4d7b_b041_613af9] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__19_0c0e2824_6563_434e_a70e_ad86e3]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_963c4694_831a_4e49_a3ab_97c2cf]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_76cbd67b_a7f8_4913_9cd9_2411b6]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__20_ea0a52fc_55d0_40ef_a4d6_4f131d] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_4ca56663_9b3c_4598_819e_bfcedc] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_093fbad3_0b70_4ad6_b621_14a208] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__21_2b0f4ad0_9c07_45ca_810c_07ae71]HIGHWAY FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_d6ff2368_83d1_4c2d_854b_7db3a0]$1,568,725
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_bdb3f995_4cf4_4b4a_945d_6cf512]$1,331,628

	[bookmark: _LINE__22_0cf28d0e_ae86_4c03_86f2_10fdcf] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_0e097525_7cc2_4b2e_a90f_0967bd]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_8b4190d4_2c6b_4955_9234_b38b67]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__23_4f0f4f92_1562_4d99_9aa2_53f067]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_36768892_ef2f_4d4a_892c_5d2911]$1,568,725
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_cbcee674_b156_4eb1_9d9e_731f17]$1,331,628


[bookmark: _PAR__10_a48aa387_7c80_4b2b_9da9_ff4e037]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__f97bf74e_2868_4581_a84e_f0][bookmark: _PAR__11_bda7c0a5_092e_4eab_8345_576ee2e]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__b30f111b_0d35_4f0d_ac48_d172a3][bookmark: _PAR__12_67771132_3748_424c_b11b_d8b2960]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__13_47b8741a_d665_4399_a520_7671b66]This amendment removes the creation in the bill of the Transportation Project Selection Council and specifies that the statewide transportation project selection prioritization process is developed and managed by the Department of Transportation and the Maine Turnpike Authority, rather than the Transportation Project Selection Council. The amendment also requires, in developing the prioritization process, the department and the Maine Turnpike Authority to weigh key goals under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 23, section 4209-B, subsection 1, paragraph D for each of the State's federally designated planning organization regions; solicit input from municipalities, counties and other planning organizations, transit operators, environmental groups, active transportation groups, economic development groups and other stakeholders in the development of the prioritization process; and make public, in an accessible format updated at least annually, a report with the results of the application of the prioritization process to projects, including how the weights of key goals were applied. 
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_d4022f10_edf3_49dc_a1f0_880fa18][bookmark: _PAR__2_ae0d6f9d_36cd_456e_adff_541f3919]The amendment requires, beginning July 1, 2026, the Department of Transportation and the Maine Turnpike Authority to select projects based on the statewide transportation project selection prioritization process under Title 23, section 4209-B.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__c0cba3e3_65f4_4cf][bookmark: _PAR__3_6e01c940_99d9_4850_9094_a82e0580]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__4_848e1bb1_8ca5_447e_b3b0_505beb26](See attached)
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