132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Modify Certification Standards for Full-time Teachers in Public Charter Schools and Standards for Reissuance of Educational Technician Certificates
L.D. 1571
An Act to Modify Certification Standards for Full-time Teachers in Public Charter Schools and for Educational Technicians
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__d99e4560_1394_4817_94a5_f8][bookmark: _PAGE__1_f5aeaab3_ec80_4a99_93c6_dd48500][bookmark: _PAR__2_8e54b0e2_b728_4f61_bfde_eba7c342]L.D. 1571
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_a576c7da_9762_49d6_85c0_fbb16cad]EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_79aa974e_00a5_47bf_89cd_0291d771]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_11037687_1fa6_4b26_9ef7_cb0a3ca8]132ND LEGISLATURE
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_2cd539fc_658b_450b_bba2_76a210f]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 1029, L.D. 1571, “An Act to Modify Certification Standards for Full-time Teachers in Public Charter Schools and for Educational Technicians”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e5f424a1_6119_48a9_88b1_d3][bookmark: _PAR__11_068cc6be_3fd2_4559_84cb_60c20ad]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_0d23f174_a580_4ae1_ae7d_6706860]'An Act to Modify Certification Standards for Full-time Teachers in Public Charter Schools and Standards for Reissuance of Educational Technician Certificates'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d17c209f_8f78_4d9d_94d9_01][bookmark: _PAR__13_c9e15966_cbf7_4ce6_bdec_86ab61e]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_e4bdb8be_7107_48c9_9d2d_d5a004b]'Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §2412, sub-§6, ¶B, as enacted by PL 2011, c. 414, §5, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_1de72f3d_a433_4ce4_b29e_00c292c]B.  All full-time teachers in a public charter school must either hold an appropriate teaching certificate or become certified within 3 years of the date they are hired, except for those with an advanced degree, professional certification or unique expertise or experience in the curricular area in which they teach.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_531728e6_fa75_47fc_b3b1_a595dbb]This paragraph is repealed August 1, 2026.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_a79df888_811c_4e47_9af3_4b5465d]Sec. 2.  20-A MRSA §2412, sub-§6, ¶B-1 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__18_1b114423_b36d_4dd1_a813_22ce6eb]B-1.  Beginning August 1, 2026, all full-time teachers in a public charter school must hold an appropriate teaching certificate.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_79c5b076_0633_454f_bc99_9fa9fde]Sec. 3.  20-A MRSA §13019-H, sub-§6, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 442, §2 and reallocated by RR 2023, c. 1, Pt. A, §7, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__20_b9b9d65e_2eb0_4456_90ac_0734b94][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__40b82828_9309_499c_95b3_677][bookmark: _PAGE__2_fa37247d_0a31_42cd_97f3_8bb5297][bookmark: _PAR__2_a2327765_2686_44b9_a4ae_b19ae9ef]6.  Reissuance; retired educational technician.  The commissioner may issue an educational technician certificate to a person who has been receiving a retirement benefit from the State Employee and Teacher Retirement Program established under Title 5, section 17602 for no more than 5 years until July 31, 2026 and for no more than 3 years beginning August 1, 2026 and who, immediately prior to receiving that benefit, possessed an active educational technician certificate in good standing that has subsequently lapsed.  An educational technician certificate issued under this subsection is for the same period and subject to the same renewal standards as specified in subsection 3.  State board rules may further govern qualifications for an educational technician certificate issued under this subsection.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__edeead1f_c1b4_4e59_91be_6c][bookmark: _PAR__3_e90c0eae_5aba_4995_8a36_060666ac]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__2db1e230_737d_4385_ba6c_aa5ca1][bookmark: _PAR__4_837e11c1_d15c_4674_b099_36067d34]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__5_6281ad95_afb6_44a6_9f20_825df7c6]This amendment replaces the bill and changes the title.  The amendment provides that, beginning August 1, 2026, a full-time teacher in a public charter school must hold an appropriate teaching certificate.  The amendment also provides that, beginning August 1, 2026, the Commissioner of Education may reissue an educational technician certificate to a person who has been receiving a retirement benefit from the State Employee and Teacher Retirement Program for no more than 3 years and whose lapsed certificate had been in good standing.
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