130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Maximize Health Care Coverage for the Uninsured through Easy Enrollment in the MaineCare Program or in a Qualified Health Plan in the Marketplace
L.D. 1390
An Act To Maximize Health Care Coverage for the Uninsured through Easy Enrollment in the MaineCare Program or in a Qualified Health Plan in the Marketplace
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_d194984d_9ce5_4c69_8f1a_44130aa]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 1024, L.D. 1390, “An Act To Maximize Health Care Coverage for the Uninsured through Easy Enrollment in the MaineCare Program or in a Qualified Health Plan in the Marketplace”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__3b0000ad_488d_415c_b5a0_25][bookmark: _PAR__11_f27eb296_1f0d_4a3e_897c_ba33968]Amend the bill by striking out all of section 1 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_2863e192_e9e1_4910_b735_fac1c26]'Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §5412 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_a8ab113b_1783_44b8_9e35_eab7f8b]§5412.  Easy enrollment program
[bookmark: _PAR__14_503a8cc8_4d32_42ba_b70e_8856042]The easy enrollment program is established under this chapter to identify residents of this State who are uninsured but qualify for benefits under the MaineCare program or a qualified health plan in the marketplace.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_80eca800_b8a9_43ff_a51f_b1b19f0]1.  Tax checkoff.  A person filing a tax return in this State pursuant to Title 36, chapter 803 who has marked the relevant check-off boxes on the state income tax form as described in Title 36, section 5293 is identified as a person who may be provisionally assessed as eligible for benefits under the MaineCare program or to enroll in a qualified health plan in the marketplace.  The department, in conjunction with the superintendent and the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services, shall determine by rule the information necessary to be shared with the marketplace to provisionally assess eligibility and the schedule regarding the frequency of transferring the information.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_fbac824d_551e_465d_8249_6ece9cc][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__e0ae6154_3226_4abd_9e26_36e][bookmark: _PAGE__2_0fc72f2d_1a6e_4d33_bb5d_7790819][bookmark: _PAR__2_74f70bd9_ef24_48d8_b55c_f459f321]2.  Eligibility determination.  The marketplace shall determine whether the person filing the tax return under subsection 1 has an address in the State and whether the persons in the household indicated as uninsured are already enrolled in the MaineCare program or a qualified health plan in the marketplace.  The marketplace shall mail a notice to households with an address in the State and with persons in the household who are uninsured.  The notice must notify the person filing the tax return that the person or other uninsured members of the household may be eligible for health care coverage and provide information about the special enrollment period available on the marketplace pursuant to subsection 3 and that MaineCare enrollment is available at any time.  If the person filing the tax return has included an e-mail address or other contact information, the marketplace shall contact the person using the preferred method of communication indicated on the tax return.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_3a70b38f_9503_464a_8ba6_4cf8c76b]3.  Special enrollment period; assistance; coverage begins.  A person filing a tax return under subsection 1 who is provisionally assessed as eligible to enroll in a qualified health plan in the marketplace has a special enrollment period that begins on the date of the tax filing and ends 35 days from the date of the notice mailed by the marketplace to the person pursuant to subsection 2.  Once a person begins the application to enroll in a qualified health plan in the marketplace, the marketplace shall provide assistance through follow-up e-mails or another preferred method of communication until the person is successfully enrolled or the marketplace determines that the person does not wish to enroll.  Coverage in the marketplace is effective on the first day of the month after the date a plan is selected by the person.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_bb0680dc_db8d_4be7_b2c4_956a5b0e]4.  Medicaid coverage.  If the marketplace determines that any member of the household is eligible for benefits under the MaineCare program under this section, the marketplace shall notify the department and the person who filed the tax return of the potential eligibility.  The department shall contact the person who filed the tax return using the person's preferred method of communication and provide assistance with the MaineCare application unless the marketplace determines that the person does not wish to enroll.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_872844c6_23d6_4006_ab86_7aabcdfc]5.  Outreach efforts.  The marketplace and department, after appropriate consultation with the superintendent, shall jointly develop educational materials and programming to communicate the purpose of the income tax checkoff under Title 36, section 5293 and the benefits of enrolling in the MaineCare program or a qualified health plan in the marketplace to the public.  The materials and programming must include materials developed for different target groups in the public, including, but not limited to, tax preparers, consumer assistance organizations, community groups and underserved groups.  The materials must be made available in English and in languages appropriate for communities in the State whose primary languages are not English.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__1714e139_457b_4a09_99e4_e5][bookmark: _PAR__6_08709e3d_01be_456c_bfee_5740cb38]Amend the bill in section 2 in §5413 in subsection 1 in the first line (page 2, line 10 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "superintendent" and inserting the following: 'department'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__ef352563_1d3e_447e_95bb_f4][bookmark: _PAR__7_2c01f9ce_a7e8_478d_b2c5_dd7dcb1b]Amend the bill in section 2 in §5413 in subsection 1 by striking out all of the 2nd and 3rd sentences (page 2, lines 16 to 20 in L.D.) and inserting the following: 'The commissioner and the superintendent or the commissioner's or superintendent's designees are cochairs and shall convene the advisory group.  The chairs shall jointly appoint members to the advisory group, and members must include the stakeholders described in section 5404, subsection 2, paragraph B and representatives of the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services and professional tax preparers.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__be7f4d2e_7adf_4424_b3c5_00][bookmark: _PAR__8_a59058d0_5374_469f_8a44_36cc89bd]Amend the bill in section 2 in §5413 in subsection 2 in the first line (page 2, line 22 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "superintendent" and inserting the following: 'department'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__37bdcb23_8ebd_4b33_9309_a1][bookmark: _PAR__9_2a2454be_871a_4864_a916_2e8e89f0]Amend the bill in section 2 in §5413 in subsection 2 in the 6th line (page 2, line 27 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "determined" and inserting the following: 'provisionally assessed as'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__f9ab6ab2_632d_4d3d_94fc_2b][bookmark: _PAGE__3_6b4e25a0_0bda_4ba7_9fe8_b2be4a9][bookmark: _PAR__2_9e105c5e_e28a_466b_a0bc_f6a30e61]Amend the bill in section 2 in §5413 in subsection 2 in the 11th line (page 2, line 32 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "2022" and inserting the following: '2023'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a3da7e9b_b756_4323_8d22_f3][bookmark: _PAR__3_86976a46_448c_46a6_8c6d_4245bf7f]Amend the bill in section 3 in paragraph MMM in the first 2 lines (page 2, lines 35 and 36 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "and the Superintendent of Insurance"
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8a16a379_e19c_4c89_b1ab_57][bookmark: _PAR__4_ac925aa0_c366_461f_bcf3_e1dd6385]Amend the bill in section 4 in §5293 in subsection 1 in the 2nd line (page 2, line 42 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "2021, the State Tax Assessor" and inserting the following: '2022, the assessor'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__0e5e8da9_b1eb_4e27_999f_03][bookmark: _PAR__5_fbd5e225_35e5_4903_8164_525246a5]Amend the bill in section 4 in §5293 in subsection 1 in paragraph E in the first line (page 3, line 9 in L.D.) by inserting after the following: "address," the following: 'telephone number or other preferred method of communication,'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b2b3d319_2fd5_43e7_944c_f2][bookmark: _PAR__6_d37f539d_048e_4057_8c48_3fc42ceb]Amend the bill in section 4 in §5293 in subsection 2 in the first line (page 3, line 11 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "bureau" and inserting the following: 'assessor'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__2015ab58_d112_4d22_a12b_03][bookmark: _PAR__7_7432fc7e_e2dd_4715_97da_644069ed]Amend the bill in section 4 in §5293 in subsection 3 in the first line (page 3, line 16 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "bureau" and inserting the following: 'assessor'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__35040b61_077f_40d0_aa4c_ec][bookmark: _PAR__8_3c1d8b8d_2d4b_4b31_ab82_bad32df9]Amend the bill by inserting after section 4 the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_9e3060c4_2e4e_4071_b5a8_bb08e87e]'Sec. 5.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
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[bookmark: _PAR__12_8b37b57d_36d8_4019_bfe0_47205e2]Initiative: Provides funding for costs to capture, collect and report the data related to the health insurance individual income tax check-off box.
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[bookmark: _PAR__14_b40362f9_19b3_4b72_b0e9_3c2756f]Revenue Services, Bureau of 0002
[bookmark: _PAR__15_c0571b6e_56e1_4cd2_b499_7acb228]Initiative: Provides funding for one-time computer programming costs to add the health insurance check-off boxes to the individual income tax return.
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	[bookmark: _LINE__37_59dca389_aba2_48ed_aca6_81fde2]2021-22
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	[bookmark: _LINE__40_75e6edf1_ce2b_4b92_b9de_1a0315]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_d7522e8c_fff8_4610_b623_04ef60]$257,911

	[bookmark: _LINE__41_b7bb3928_c601_4134_8112_92e2de]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
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	[bookmark: _LINE__42_0521db95_7bc0_49be_a453_e85e8c]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__42_6d7ae9b8_ad85_46cb_92de_93b758]__________

	[bookmark: _PAGE__5_503d3ee0_a3a3_403b_8c1b_1a6861e][bookmark: _PAR__2_a356d986_5716_4290_a2bf_237e8a31][bookmark: _LINE__1_4075f99b_3425_4056_94c5_f820c92]SECTION TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_e62eb7dc_f630_40db_ad17_189ecdc]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_594b4e5d_0a3d_4cae_846e_6d2c36b]$736,080
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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__ebe65b75_71b8_463c_b045_91][bookmark: _PAR__4_a7bdb89a_fe86_400c_9d74_6ce24121]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__c11de57b_eb85_45ff_a7d6_742934][bookmark: _PAR__5_5f51ab25_2e36_4051_9c02_563e4edd]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__6_c49a1ba0_15e3_405f_bfe2_5fc860e5]This amendment delays the implementation of the easy enrollment health insurance program established in the bill for one year until tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2022.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_b81605ea_305b_4c63_b653_9b1bdd44]The amendment requires that the voluntary check-off box on the income tax form include space to allow the taxpayer to identify the preferred method of communication for contact by the Maine Health Insurance Marketplace.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_ad8bc461_df1e_46d4_be68_9efb3003]The amendment also clarifies the roles of the Department of Health and Human Services, the marketplace and the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Insurance within the program and makes technical changes related to the provisional assessment of eligibility to enroll through the program. The amendment adds an appropriations and allocations section.
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_4fe5ee46_e3d3_4463_9d49_51c6092](See attached)
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