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[bookmark: _PAR__13_b45fe0cb_6d07_4f3d_a506_5d375ef]4.  Effective date.  If a majority more of the ballots votes cast on any question under subsection 1 or 2 favor acceptance than oppose it, the new charter, charter revision, charter modification or charter amendment proposed in that question becomes effective as provided in this subsection, provided as long as the total number of votes cast for and against in favor of the question equals or exceeds 30% 15% of the total votes cast in the municipality at the last gubernatorial election.
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[bookmark: _PAR__19_c83c2f71_3d0e_4095_9e33_10d4341][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__fc577172_2981_4d7f_88e3_5fb][bookmark: _PAGE__2_7d516fe5_0abb_4e7b_be46_18db9c9][bookmark: _PAR__2_9acbc2a6_55b8_4222_a2c0_e51cd70a]This amendment, which is one of 2 reports of the committee, changes the requirements for a new municipal charter, charter revision, charter modification or charter amendment in a question before the voters to go into effect.  Current law requires that the total number of votes cast for and against the question equal or exceed 30% of the total votes cast in the municipality in the last gubernatorial election.  The amendment requires instead that the number of votes cast in favor of the question exceed 15% of the total votes cast in the municipality in the last gubernatorial election.  Also, while the amendment does not change the requirement that a majority of votes cast for and against the proposed change be in favor of it in order for that change to go into effect, the amendment clarifies that blank votes are not counted in that calculation.
LR1837, item 2 - 132nd Maine Legislature, page 2
