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An Act to Require Gas Utilities to Assess for Natural Gas Leaks and to Require Reporting of Gas Leak Information
L.D. 1473
An Act to Require Utilities to Monitor Meters for Natural Gas Leaks
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_7e090c3d_d5a6_4fe9_8df8_1300683]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 965, L.D. 1473, “An Act to Require Utilities to Monitor Meters for Natural Gas Leaks”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6136d46e_4806_4c50_aee3_0d][bookmark: _PAR__11_69f2e1eb_50d0_4ca5_8e33_9e21c54]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_41d6a11d_3dec_4ac9_9c7c_f1fc4fd]'An Act to Require Gas Utilities to Assess for Natural Gas Leaks and to Require Reporting of Gas Leak Information'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b60cca2f_dd2a_4fe9_b348_74][bookmark: _PAR__13_5de401da_c275_4200_9f1b_0a000c2]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_8509bf8b_efb2_4402_b93f_c27fe1e]'Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §4713 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_7d8a97b9_d772_403a_8576_5139be6]§4713.  Assessment and report of natural gas leaks
[bookmark: _PAR__16_72fd70db_5da9_4ccc_8773_19632c2]1. Gas utilities to assess for natural gas leaks. A gas utility shall assess its natural gas system for natural gas leaks, including every natural gas main and meter under its jurisdiction, as frequently as may be required by the commission by rule, but no less frequently than every 3 years.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_b91f6a3d_5301_46ca_8c25_150baad]2. Gas utility; reporting. Each gas utility shall provide reports to the commission at a frequency as established by the commission by rule regarding the number of natural gas leaks identified by the gas utility and the actions taken by the gas utility to address the natural gas leaks. The reports must protect individually identifiable customer information by omitting customer names and addresses, except that the reports must include street location information for the identified natural gas leaks. The commission shall post the reports received from gas utilities in accordance with this subsection on the commission's publicly accessible website.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_9edbc9ac_4ef9_4723_9def_4cf46e1][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__8e53d8d2_d9e8_4616_a2e3_629][bookmark: _PAGE__2_dc23d1d1_9338_4799_816e_95db6ba][bookmark: _PAR__2_a3741305_5199_4ddf_9156_48832627]3. Commission; reporting. No later than April 1, 2026 and annually thereafter, the commission shall provide a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utility matters. The report must list each gas utility providing service in the State and the number of natural gas leaks identified by the gas utility in the prior calendar year by street location and must describe any action taken by the gas utility to address the natural gas leaks. The report must protect individually identifiable customer information by omitting customer names and addresses. The commission shall post the reports required by this subsection on the commission's publicly accessible website.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_90ffe3b6_8ede_40b4_b99e_95214af0]4. Compliance. The commission shall periodically assess gas utility compliance with the requirements of subsections 1 and 2 at a frequency determined by the commission.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_c808f975_746d_4d73_bfb9_921326be]5. Rules. The commission may adopt rules to carry out the purposes of this section. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c845fa48_f0d9_4e32_99a1_9f][bookmark: _PAR__5_b07a4319_d496_41ab_ae3b_8e3c87f9]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__371a2a90_72a0_4285_a72d_d45614][bookmark: _PAR__6_c24c39b1_c566_41d6_9965_4d3669ed]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__7_92e88e69_b2d8_47c1_a5e8_6c7aba2a]This amendment replaces the bill and changes the title. It requires a gas utility to assess its natural gas system, including every natural gas main and meter under its jurisdiction, as frequently as may be required by the Public Utilities Commission by rule, but no less frequently than every 3 years. It requires gas utilities to provide reports to the commission at a frequency as established by the commission by rule, regarding the number of natural gas leaks identified by the gas utility, the street location for the natural gas leaks and the actions taken by the gas utility to address the natural gas leaks. It also requires the commission to file an annual report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utility matters regarding natural gas leaks reported by gas utilities and to include natural gas leak reports on its publicly accessible website. The commission is required to periodically assess gas utility compliance with the assessment and reporting requirements.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__1e9bad43_ff53_4f4][bookmark: _PAR__8_3ae7b6d4_4ba7_490d_83f5_c8f739ec]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__9_6440fbf7_7438_4706_a9a4_ee42cdf6](See attached)
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