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Resolve, Directing the Board of Pesticides Control to Evaluate the Impact of Neonicotinoids on Pollinators, Humans and the Environment
L.D. 1323
An Act to Prohibit the Use of Neonicotinoid Pesticides and the Use and Sale of Neonicotinoid-treated Seeds
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__dca57a01_8c3e_4a4f_956e_f7][bookmark: _PAGE__1_e79649e9_ce30_4b69_82ae_fb77826][bookmark: _PAR__2_d328ac7c_84ca_4811_947c_14374938]L.D. 1323
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_31238216_2b80_4624_a9ec_55c67ee1]AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY 
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_bfb24fff_bb9c_497e_abc5_dbe37f8]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 858, L.D. 1323, “An Act to Prohibit the Use of Neonicotinoid Pesticides and the Use and Sale of Neonicotinoid-treated Seeds”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__29ec6ce6_3820_4701_9538_c4][bookmark: _PAR__11_f06c8c54_cfa4_4818_aa64_7f8aafd]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_2412fc0a_2a35_4da1_8e78_c3e277b]'Resolve, Directing the Board of Pesticides Control to Evaluate the Impact of Neonicotinoids on Pollinators, Humans and the Environment'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__02b1f44a_0fe8_4b82_8217_c9][bookmark: _PAR__13_7fd143f4_0bf1_4b66_bbef_e3e83af]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the title and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_01e1fe72_d5a2_40d4_b677_3e478d8]'Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_8f688a0c_0c5c_4b26_a3b3_970dbca]Whereas, the Legislature understands that bees and other pollinators face many threats such as loss of habitat, extreme heat and drought, flooding, wildfires, diseases, Varroa mites and competition from nonnative insects; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_71404024_f583_402c_930e_403dd1e]Whereas, the Legislature finds it is important to understand the impact of neonicotinoids, including neonicotinoid-treated seeds, on pollinators; to develop strategies to mitigate the risks of neonicotinoid exposure; and to protect pollinator populations; and
[bookmark: _PAR__17_e2c10258_b811_4833_b7ac_9dbbf60]Whereas, this legislation needs to take effect before the expiration of the 90-day period to allow the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Board of Pesticides Control to conduct its work as soon as possible so that it may provide a preliminary report to the Legislature by January 15, 2026; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_784e0c22_f3c4_4191_afb6_b663685]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _PAR__19_22b5a199_6676_428a_8855_4714a68]Sec. 1.  Board of Pesticides Control to study neonicotinoids.  Resolved:  That the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Board of Pesticides Control, referred to in this resolve as "the board," shall study:
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_d165fe61_77e0_4499_b57e_802f90c][bookmark: _PAR__2_e321c6ac_35af_4e16_9f60_97949c13]1.  The impacts of neonicotinoids, including neonicotinoid-treated seeds, on pollinators;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_08a44946_d41d_45e9_900c_15574355]2.  The costs and benefits of neonicotinoid-treated seeds compared to untreated seeds, including the market availability of neonicotinoid-treated seeds compared to untreated seeds;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_7b4aa1c3_b3a3_4779_89a1_f2db15a6]3.  The impact of neonicotinoids on the environment, including, but not limited to, soil, water and plant tissues;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_cced7309_cb96_4e11_8e71_e3c8c1d6]4.  The toxicity of neonicotinoids to humans;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_81e011a2_0084_4629_b383_f61c9189]5.  Alternatives to neonicotinoid seed treatments for the protection of crops from damaging pests and disease;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_08fc94c1_64e8_436c_8d31_8b81330f]6.  The toxicity of effective alternatives to neonicotinoids and neonicotinoid-treated seeds that may be used for the protection of crops from damaging pests and disease; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_4be54d73_dd18_491c_86d3_36150f93]7. Methods of application of alternatives to neonicotinoids and neonicotinoid-treated seeds and the required number of applications for effectiveness.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_c2a88bf2_30d4_4a1b_b369_d24802ac]In conducting the study under this section, the board shall give special consideration to effects on potato crops and corn crops.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_ad53c94e_2ee3_445b_a065_1757565]Sec. 2.  Request for information.  Resolved:  That the board shall solicit feedback regarding ideas and insights on the topic of the study, pursuant to section 1, from the public, stakeholders and interested parties through either a public hearing or a request for information document.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_ecca4522_22e0_49b1_8506_56987d5]Sec. 3.  Reports.  Resolved:  That the board shall submit a preliminary report to the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry no later than January 15, 2026 and shall submit a final report with findings and recommendations relating to the subject matter of the study under section 1 to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agricultural matters no later than January 15, 2027.  The joint standing committee may submit a bill to the 133rd Legislature in 2027 relating to the subject matter of the final report.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_a3b3c743_c622_482a_a8d5_338177d]Sec. 4.  Appropriations and allocations.  Resolved:  That the following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_e52626d1_d0e1_4690_a545_822ad53]AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__14_532e82dd_0d48_4dc0_84b0_4c2e6be]Pesticides Control - Board of 0287
[bookmark: _PAR__15_ec471000_c1a8_4848_bec9_10e3c69]Initiative: Provides funding for contractual services to research the effects of neonicotinoids.
	[bookmark: _PAR__16_fae9a7cd_6b83_433f_a952_49bce80][bookmark: _LINE__34_0463ff87_55f8_41cc_bb2b_3cdb20]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_39ca90a4_a5ff_46f2_92af_677bce]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_2842098a_33c1_4d62_a4dc_6ddfef]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__35_f5ff5801_ff48_4fea_a602_c56af0]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_e2b1131f_60d7_4697_88b5_ac1f04]$156,500
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_f7263c6d_3027_41b2_9ba7_a99c20]$0

	[bookmark: _LINE__36_350c1f5c_6d70_4fbb_b1b6_1fc2ff] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_b212bc8e_89fa_4df8_a145_d47eb6]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_64a4581d_7848_4908_b703_c2dc60]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__37_7929e09d_0616_4ee2_8b1c_4ef67d]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_10dca1d8_a822_4585_98c1_6ab4ab]$156,500
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_80a0a611_dd40_4ba1_922e_85cd6a]$0


[bookmark: _PAR__17_8116f79f_2eb0_4916_8918_6ee635a]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8bc997cc_b3d2_49d2_9f55_f4][bookmark: _PAR__18_936520ad_049a_417e_8b6e_a43345c]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__45aa2ca1_b8d7_4049_a913_d6dc79][bookmark: _PAGE__3_5a0001a5_1258_4c4d_8a9e_4147fd6][bookmark: _PAR__2_6af3eaae_9129_4378_b472_4b278743]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__3_a2b72939_be57_4aeb_a8ba_c7e1ed2f]This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve and adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause.  The amendment requires the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Board of Pesticides Control to study the impact of neonicotinoids, including neonicotinoid-treated seeds, on pollinators, humans and the environment.  The amendment requires the board to solicit feedback regarding ideas and insights on the topic of the study from the public, stakeholders and interested parties through either a public hearing or a request for information document.  The amendment requires the board to submit a preliminary report and a final report with findings and recommendations relating to the subject matter of the study to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agricultural matters.  The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__f275d70f_caf7_431][bookmark: _PAR__4_2df571c3_fd5d_4aaa_824b_3563fbe6]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__5_89f2e760_8b96_4e3f_b141_aaac6d0b](See attached)
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