131st Maine Legislature
An Act Regarding the Ordinances Governing Residential Units Located in Buildings in a Location Zoned for Commercial Use
L.D. 1294
An Act to Implement Certain Recommendations of the Commission to Increase Housing Opportunities in Maine by Studying Land Use Regulations and Short-term Rentals
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_0405d007_051e_4ff8_8d3f_4e74137]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 819, L.D. 1294, “An Act to Implement Certain Recommendations of the Commission to Increase Housing Opportunities in Maine by Studying Land Use Regulations and Short-term Rentals”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__98e5f1d9_a03f_4276_b633_45][bookmark: _PAR__11_99ae26b2_b673_45a3_ab6f_e5a6ff0]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_5899f997_517c_4e7d_9e73_0ec1066]'An Act Regarding the Ordinances Governing Residential Units Located in Buildings in a Location Zoned for Commercial Use'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__af070280_5a6b_494b_8602_df][bookmark: _PAR__13_366a13fb_e06a_40a9_b2f5_fc18168]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_6936fd4e_3503_4521_bd1a_12f2d37]'Sec. 1.  30-A MRSA §4364-C, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 490, §1, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_24d0443f_24c5_4f75_98fc_b988a49]3.  Residential units in commercial zones.  As necessary to achieve the statewide and regional housing production goals, a municipality may adopt ordinances to allow the establishment of residential units in high-density areas within buildings located in an area zoned for commercial use, including but not limited to vacant or partially vacant retail property.  An ordinance establishing a limit on the number of residential units within a building in a location zoned for commercial use, whether previously adopted or adopted pursuant to this subsection, must may be proportional to the space available for residential units. This subsection is not intended to reduce or change health or safety requirements applicable to residential units located in a municipality.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8b232425_e70c_4f92_b256_84][bookmark: _PAR__16_530b09de_033a_4d61_8437_d2b03a3]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__3aa07a41_7abc_4596_98fe_b12719][bookmark: _PAR__17_4b41980e_80ad_43b9_9ea0_1fcd4fe]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__18_2d7365f1_f0ef_4b18_abea_d96843a][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__a8996eca_b982_46fe_a648_68d][bookmark: _PAGE__2_14b12cca_3f9e_44b0_b778_aea7417][bookmark: _PAR__2_362cc9d9_129d_4c68_b7db_9b513f9c]This amendment replaces the bill, which is a concept draft, and changes the title.  It amends the law that authorizes a municipality, as necessary to achieve statewide and regional housing production goals, to adopt ordinances to allow residential units within buildings located in an area zoned for commercial use.  Current law requires that an ordinance that establishes a limit on the number of residential units within a building in a location zoned for commercial use be proportional to the space available for residential units in that building.  This amendment removes that requirement and makes the proportional limit optional.
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