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An Act to Require Legislative Approval of Proposed Permanent Changes to the Overnight Docking of State Ferries on Islands
L.D. 1231
An Act Requiring Ferries to Dock Overnight on Certain Islands for Emergency Purposes
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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__bb65c89b_4130_4125_b258_bf][bookmark: _PAR__11_ef08431b_655e_4120_9d69_11ff5d9]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_4e50d645_1311_4ede_9000_c31d94b]'An Act to Require Legislative Approval of Proposed Permanent Changes to the Overnight Docking of State Ferries on Islands'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__555dd260_87bd_4aab_be1b_a5][bookmark: _PAR__13_83d641dd_189f_4fde_85c8_dc42b08]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
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[bookmark: _PAR__16_8b6bdfbd_5d1c_41d0_8b07_0b336ae]1.  Change to existing overnight docking practice.  The Department of Transportation may not without legislative approval change the existing overnight docking practices of a state-owned ferry vessel that docks overnight on an island served by the Maine State Ferry Service.  The department shall seek legislative approval to change the existing overnight docking practice of a ferry vessel that docks on an island served by the Maine State Ferry Service by submitting legislation to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation matters prior to the change.  The joint standing committee may report out a bill based on the suggested legislation.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_2007c731_087e_45ab_b811_c6a3418]2.  Exceptions.  Notwithstanding subsection 1, the Department of Transportation may require a ferry vessel to temporarily dock at a mainland port or an alternative island port for an emergency situation or another significant operational need.  The department does not need to seek legislative approval pursuant to subsection 1 for a temporary change to docking practices pursuant to this subsection.  For the purposes of this subsection, "temporary change" means a change in the overnight docking of a state-owned ferry vessel that docks on an island served by the Maine State Ferry Service that does not change the common docking practice of that ferry vessel.'
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_a4cbc73c_f723_4694_8479_16809bdb]This amendment replaces the bill and changes the title.  The amendment requires the Department of Transportation to seek legislative approval prior to permanently changing the overnight docking practices of a state-owned ferry vessel that docks on an island served by the Maine State Ferry Service by submitting legislation to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation matters.  The amendment allows the department, without seeking legislative approval, to require such a ferry vessel to temporarily dock at a mainland port or an alternative island port for an emergency situation or another significant operational need.
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