132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Allow Chiropractors to Perform Animal Chiropractic Care Under Certain Conditions
L.D. 1220
An Act to Allow Chiropractors to Treat Dogs and Equids
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__fa85512b_5daa_419c_bc81_d7][bookmark: _PAGE__1_d652f51b_8039_4a3b_ba43_332ef0e][bookmark: _PAR__2_c68a9b6c_965c_4f9d_9305_2e8b2c78]L.D. 1220
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_b1623ed7_e1b2_41bb_9aae_44336fcf]HEALTH COVERAGE, INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_0863fc73_4c3d_4b46_8fbe_d23ada83]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_700b5ea3_c009_4f31_b69e_74313045]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_19917fbd_7307_459c_9727_cf30fb34]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_0314b979_bf9b_4921_9abb_bc1d5130]132ND LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_a6d41471_b3df_44f4_9a55_0b757e29]SECOND REGULAR SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_9e7125fa_6585_4704_a080_3874d4b]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 795, L.D. 1220, “An Act to Allow Chiropractors to Treat Dogs and Equids”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__5c486dec_9077_4971_a9ba_af][bookmark: _PAR__11_5b928b19_0cb7_4079_a24b_acc5323]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_2deaa7e7_2244_4fe7_aa31_c855099]'An Act to Allow Chiropractors to Perform Animal Chiropractic Care Under Certain Conditions'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a95bc1eb_7f2d_42c4_a998_a9][bookmark: _PAR__13_d212874c_6a0b_419b_95b9_c72eb56]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_b41db065_0f17_4ca8_99dc_7f1cc2a]'Sec. 1.  32 MRSA §456 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_4919339a_acb6_428f_97fa_67ab1bc]§456.  Animal chiropractic care
[bookmark: _PAR__16_7cf50102_fdea_4235_a7b6_c84608b]1. Definitions.  For the purposes of this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings. 
[bookmark: _PAR__17_b9d25c70_5ed1_4d25_9010_9212c2b]A. "Animal" has the same meaning as in section 4853, subsection 1. 
[bookmark: _PAR__18_8fa5e0ef_7bd4_4dd5_9c00_24eb7fd]B. "Animal chiropractic care" means the evaluation and treatment of an animal's vertebral or extremity joint dysfunction through manual spinal and joint manipulation of the musculoskeletal system. "Animal chiropractic care" does not include medical diagnosis; systemic disease treatment; the performing of surgery; the dispensing or administering of medications, drugs or biologics; or the performance of any traditional veterinary care and diagnosis unless the individual is a veterinarian licensed pursuant to chapter 71-A. 
[bookmark: _PAR__19_cfef2c78_19f4_4ffd_8c6d_2a1c9b6]C. "Evaluation" means a comprehensive clinical assessment and physical examination to assess the animal's musculoskeletal health, focusing on posture, gait and movement patterns. 
[bookmark: _PAR__20_0489f265_978a_49da_981d_e33ad8d]2. Authority to perform animal chiropractic care.  A chiropractor licensed under this chapter may submit an application together with the fee established pursuant to section 558 to the board for additional authority to perform animal chiropractic care in accordance with the following requirements. 
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_5bb505a7_9f05_49ee_9a77_073815d][bookmark: _PAR__2_4f52a8c1_84ef_40b7_b747_aca0a6b2]A. A licensee applying for the authority under this subsection shall provide: 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_f998a17e_fcb3_422c_a275_04eb21b2](1) Verification of having obtained initial certification from the Animal Chiropractic Certification Commission or its successor organization demonstrating successful completion of a basic chiropractic animal training program accredited by the American Veterinary Chiropractic Association or the International Veterinary Chiropractic Association or either of their successor organizations or another basic chiropractic animal training program approved by the board; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_a5c239b8_c43b_443c_bf34_033787f0](2) Verification of having successfully passed any written and practical examinations approved by the American Veterinary Chiropractic Association, the International Veterinary Chiropractic Association or either of their successor organizations or other examinations approved by the board. 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_b06d73c5_a7e4_4bfc_bb9d_1edf44e3]B. After receiving the additional authority to perform animal chiropractic care from the board under paragraph A, the licensee must successfully complete at least 22 hours of continuing education prior to each renewal of the licensee's license under section 553‑A that is specific to the evaluation and treatment of animals, including a 2-hour course on the animal welfare laws and a 2-hour course on contagious, infectious and zoonotic diseases in this State and other jurisdictions that might affect a licensee's animal patients. The continuing education required under this paragraph may not be construed to expand the scope of animal chiropractic care beyond the initial authority obtained by a licensee under paragraph A. 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_b0819e94_1d8e_4e74_92e4_baa839d7]3. Requirements to perform animal chiropractic care.  A chiropractor licensed under this chapter who has been issued the additional authority by the board under subsection 2 may perform animal chiropractic care on a conscious animal in accordance with the requirements of this subsection. 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_776c7d79_65e8_47f1_a167_03b24ff8]A. A licensee may perform animal chiropractic care on an animal to only those species of animals on which the licensee has received training and as long as the licensee: 
[bookmark: _PAR__8_05a693c0_9977_42fa_b0e8_183c86ec](1) Has obtained a referral from a veterinarian licensed under chapter 71-A to perform animal chiropractic care on that animal; or 
[bookmark: _PAR__9_6b74af46_9bba_4526_9a24_6999d560](2) After completing an initial evaluation of the animal, requests and receives medical clearance from a veterinarian licensed under chapter 71-A that animal chiropractic care for that animal is appropriate. A licensed veterinarian shall respond to a request from a licensee under this paragraph within 48 hours of receiving the request in accordance with joint rules adopted by the board and the State Board of Veterinary Medicine. A licensee shall maintain accurate and complete records of requests for medical clearance and documentation of requests granted under this subparagraph and such records must be made available to the board upon request. The board and the State Board of Veterinary Medicine shall jointly adopt rules to implement the process for obtaining a medical clearance and the responsibilities of licensees and licensed veterinarians under this subparagraph. Rules adopted under this subparagraph are routine technical rules as described in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 
[bookmark: _PAR__10_903a9b04_9153_430d_a33a_3eabfee][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__f5c0c8d6_1f08_4eaf_92b6_079][bookmark: _PAGE__3_cf46e66b_1d72_4086_9dc5_f22d7cd][bookmark: _PAR__2_2cf23561_2007_4401_a61d_8a4f6d68]B.  Prior to providing animal chiropractic care to an animal and after meeting the requirements of paragraph A, a licensee shall obtain a completed application-for-care form for each animal signed by the animal's owner, owner's agent or another individual responsible for the animal. At a minimum, the application-for-care form must include the following:  
[bookmark: _PAR__3_0d26d2c8_6d03_4c38_bf56_a461da25](1) A statement that the licensee is not a licensed veterinarian and may not maintain primary responsibility for the animal's care; 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_4d87a717_b660_47f2_97b2_215551ad](2) A statement that animal chiropractic care is not intended to replace traditional veterinary care and is considered an alternative therapy to be used concurrently and in conjunction with traditional veterinary care by a licensed veterinarian; 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_039ced8c_d062_4188_a0a5_59f2de1d](3) A statement of whether the animal has had a veterinarian-client-patient relationship as described in section 4877 with a licensed veterinarian within the past 12 months; 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_13a83752_797c_416a_83e3_dfafc9ee](4) A statement of whether a licensed veterinarian has provided a diagnosis of the medical condition of the animal for which animal chiropractic care is sought, and if so, a documentation of the specific diagnosis; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_07f3e224_dc3b_4e9f_983d_68deb5c7](5) A statement authorizing the licensee to provide animal chiropractic care to the animal.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_0b8a8fd1_ba4e_4d8e_80c5_7ea5d72b]C. A licensee may not diagnose medical conditions of an animal for which animal chiropractic care is sought and shall refer an animal to a licensed veterinarian for imaging, laboratory work or other diagnostic testing if the licensee suspects that underlying conditions exist.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_3ea02022_f5a3_4396_a2eb_3c46dda2]D. If a licensee suspects that the animal has a contagious disease required to be reported under state law, the licensee shall notify the animal's veterinarian and the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, division of animal and plant health. 
[bookmark: _PAR__10_e82bfc22_75f1_47c7_99e2_6e56ca4]E. If a licensee suspects that the animal is the subject of cruelty or neglect in violation of Title 7, chapter 739 or of Title 17, chapter 42, the licensee shall report the suspected violation pursuant to Title 7, section 4018. 
[bookmark: _PAR__11_0c397224_c23f_499a_aa7e_7517a2e]F. If a licensee has reasonable knowledge that an animal receiving animal chiropractic care from the licensee has died or has received emergency care or transport to a veterinarian within 48 hours of receiving care from the licensee, the licensee shall report that information to the board, including the date and time of the treatment provided by the licensee, the name of the animal's owner and a description of any treatment provided to the animal by the licensee. 
[bookmark: _PAR__12_cfa0d421_aa33_485a_9ad1_6bc2dbb]G. A licensee shall maintain for at least 7 years a medical record for each animal provided with animal chiropractic care, including a copy of the signed application-for-care form under paragraph B for each animal. Upon request, the licensee shall provide the medical record to the board and to the animal's veterinarian within 2 business days. 
[bookmark: _PAR__13_44eb1ae1_836c_4193_9bf1_d9ca84b]4. Use of title. A chiropractor licensed under this chapter may not use the title "animal chiropractor" or purport to be an animal chiropractor unless the licensee has been issued the additional authority by the board under subsection 2 to perform animal chiropractic care under this section.  
[bookmark: _PAR__14_68b309ab_d346_41fd_b382_0347632]5. Malpractice insurance.  A chiropractor licensed under this chapter who has been issued the additional authority by the board under subsection 2 to perform animal chiropractic care shall at all times maintain malpractice insurance specific to animal chiropractic care.
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_0c91dae2_b932_4623_b88b_96f74f5][bookmark: _PAR__2_c410fb2c_c6aa_4cfc_8886_04244cd5]6. List of licensees authorized to provide animal chiropractic care. The board shall make available on its publicly accessible website a list of all licensees with authority to provide animal chiropractic care under this section. The board shall update the list as necessary, but not less frequently than quarterly. 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_f96f2046_0634_4920_b510_3ce0a1a5]7. Practice of veterinary medicine; liability. This section does not restrict a licensed veterinarian from engaging in the practice of veterinary medicine pursuant to chapter 71‑A. A veterinarian who has an established veterinarian-client-patient relationship with an animal as described in section 4877 is not liable for any acts or omissions of a licensed chiropractor with authority under this section to provide animal chiropractic care.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_83afbfb4_7e8e_4990_95ed_ff3fdd6b]8. Rules. Except as provided in subsection 3, paragraph A, subparagraph (2), the board may adopt rules to implement this section as necessary and prior to adopting any rules, the board shall consult with the State Board of Veterinary Medicine. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_f49335bd_31a3_43a7_9ef9_41f3e461]Sec. 2.  32 MRSA §503-B, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 2007, c. 402, Pt. H, §7, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_cf58c22c_0b95_4f9c_b7b1_ce41c39c]4.  Nonchiropractic practice.  Offering health services outside the field of chiropractic; or
[bookmark: _PAR__7_37ee367e_4346_47f8_9ee4_26272b9f]Sec. 3.  32 MRSA §503-B, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 2007, c. 402, Pt. H, §7, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_95f9f7a6_196a_4ac8_afe3_e1f15682]5.  Fee-splitting.  Splitting or dividing a fee with an individual who is not an associate licensed as a chiropractor.; or
[bookmark: _PAR__9_5159e11e_fa96_4d47_bb37_1487a019]Sec. 4.  32 MRSA §503-B, sub-§6 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__10_c8d7aabb_f851_4a5c_8747_22abde8]6.  Animal chiropractic care.  Violating this chapter or rules adopted by the board when providing animal chiropractic care.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_b5d28bfd_3bc2_46ca_8ee7_7a4e573]Sec. 5.  32 MRSA §4859-B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_f1fb6644_9e91_4d10_9d00_6eb9fa3]§4859-B.  Joint rules; animal chiropractic care
[bookmark: _PAR__13_1d3a4f59_8f4b_466b_8cb6_7129e71]Pursuant to section 456, subsection 3, paragraph A, subparagraph (2), the board shall jointly adopt rules with the Board of Chiropractic Licensure to implement the process for obtaining a medical clearance from a licensed veterinarian authorizing animal chiropractic care and the responsibilities under that subparagraph of licensed veterinarians and licensed chiropractors with authority to provide animal chiropractic care. Rules adopted under this paragraph are routine technical rules as described in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_8233629d_a0ad_46d1_8322_a149655]Sec. 6.  32 MRSA §4860, sub-§13 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_6d939cdd_97e4_4bab_b6e0_151e9c1]13.  Licensed chiropractor authorized to perform animal chiropractic care.  A chiropractor licensed under chapter 9 performing animal chiropractic care in accordance with the requirements of section 456.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a4315b17_1958_4bbf_8c1e_23][bookmark: _PAR__16_203d547d_daaf_4940_87f2_13f1306]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__aa7ec193_5b0f_45a0_b063_900297][bookmark: _PAGE__5_08f38c61_a4d7_4966_aa19_63e3b5d][bookmark: _PAR__2_3b77f8d2_774c_4709_8c09_5b0ea8cb]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__3_625ae687_77dd_44fe_b58f_c26cf511]This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, replaces the bill and changes the title. The amendment authorizes a chiropractor licensed in this State to apply for additional authority from the Board of Chiropractic Licensure to provide animal chiropractic care to animals as long as the licensed chiropractor obtains training and successfully passes any written and practical examinations approved by the licensing board. After receiving initial authority, a licensed chiropractor must complete at least 22 hours of continuing education prior to each renewal of the licensee's chiropractic license that is specific to the evaluation and treatment of animals, including a 2-hour course on the animal welfare laws and a 2-hour course on contagious, infectious and zoonotic diseases in this State. 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_74725196_4f88_4945_b185_a857c272]The amendment authorizes a licensed chiropractor with this additional authority to perform animal chiropractic care to only those species of animals on which the licensee has received training and as long as the licensee has obtained a referral from a licensed veterinarian to perform animal chiropractic care on that animal or, after completing an initial evaluation of the animal, has received medical clearance from a licensed veterinarian that animal chiropractic care for that animal is appropriate. A licensed veterinarian must respond to a request for medical clearance within 48 hours of receiving the request. The amendment requires the Board of Chiropractic Licensure and the State Board of Veterinary Medicine to jointly adopt rules to implement the process for obtaining a medical clearance and the responsibilities of licensees and licensed veterinarians. 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_7d6e4972_b425_4fc2_b122_36be6b45]The amendment requires a licensed chiropractor with this additional authority to notify the animal's veterinarian and the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, division of animal and plant health of suspected contagious disease and to report suspected animal abuse or neglect. The amendment also requires a licensee to maintain malpractice insurance specific to animal chiropractic care.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__31a01575_944f_448][bookmark: _PAR__6_b6e9c094_366a_413a_9739_28ee93fb]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__7_d5e1bed4_cea7_46b7_87de_acbbb5d7](See attached)
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