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Resolve, to Develop a So-called No Eject, No Reject Policy to Support Children Receiving Behavioral Health Services and Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities or Autism
L.D. 1003
An Act to Increase Access to Behavioral Health Services for Children and Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities or Autism
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_67cb2162_cc77_49a6_95dc_369dcea]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 639, L.D. 1003, “An Act to Increase Access to Behavioral Health Services for Children and Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities or Autism”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__30437a18_65f1_42dc_8f3a_e4][bookmark: _PAR__11_1546878a_1b34_40ee_ad20_ea9abfe]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_24c55c3d_3960_4300_a6f4_80185e3]'Resolve, to Develop a So-called No Eject, No Reject Policy to Support Children Receiving Behavioral Health Services and Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities or Autism'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__444f31bc_5b49_42b3_844f_3d][bookmark: _PAR__13_060b28ce_96ac_43f6_ab3a_2652c48]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the title and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_a0811f24_0bc6_4162_bed4_b370649]'Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_9c45f497_0e6a_4086_bed4_96dc277]Whereas, lengthy hospital stays and lack of access to services for children in need of behavioral health services and individuals with intellectual disabilities or autism pose a dire risk to such individuals; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_52e9c316_03e7_4b06_b8ac_caf70e5]Whereas, it is essential to address these issues to protect the safety and well-being of children in need of behavioral health services and individuals with intellectual disabilities or autism; and
[bookmark: _PAR__17_5b06be3a_2cea_49da_a92f_f5afa46]Whereas, the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Child and Family Services' 2018 assessment of children’s behavioral health services in this State, conducted by the Public Consulting Group, recommended a so‑called No Eject, No Reject policy that applies to residential providers of children’s behavioral health services, but no policy has yet been developed; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_ca7edc5e_7bd7_4471_adf4_bcf4ae4]Whereas, development of a so‑called No Eject, No Reject policy, in consultation with a stakeholder group, will take time and needs to begin prior to 90 days after adjournment; and
[bookmark: _PAR__19_eef9b709_8121_453f_968e_3e11f48][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__553e53f0_a88e_4a1b_ab2e_10c][bookmark: _PAGE__2_abf41ee0_baeb_4b84_abac_432c2db][bookmark: _PAR__2_e79893d5_86ae_40c5_be73_b30cccb4]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _PAR__3_2396a199_ddb6_4248_b761_743c72f3]Sec. 1.  Department of Health and Human Services to develop a so-called No Eject, No Reject proposal; report.  Resolved:  That the Department of Health and Human Services shall develop a plan for a so‑called No Eject, No Reject proposal that requires residential providers of behavioral health services for children or services to individuals with intellectual disabilities or autism to receive written approval from the department for the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_e4b635b4_f28e_42d5_bba3_e5a62f7f]1.  Termination of services to an individual;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_e766a3b0_b405_42c0_baec_8acad7eb]2.  Executing a discharge plan; or
[bookmark: _PAR__6_e71c309a_39b9_411a_93d9_e213d0ba]3.  Declining a referral of an individual when a bed is available.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_31c66424_d6dc_4768_91c3_85f7cd1f]The department shall establish a stakeholder group to develop the No Eject, No Reject proposal.  The stakeholder group must include residential providers of behavioral health services to children, residential providers of services to individuals with intellectual disabilities or autism, hospitals, Disability Rights Maine, advocates for services for children and adults and any other relevant interested parties.  The department shall also examine any existing data to determine the reasons that providers terminate services, decline referrals or transfer individuals to hospital emergency departments when there is no medical reason for the transfer and determine the barriers to individuals being accepted for residential treatment services.  The department shall report its findings, the proposal developed pursuant to this resolve and the steps to implementing the proposal, including any rulemaking and recommended legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services no later than January 2, 2024.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_0b62240c_50eb_4708_a0f6_68f744bb]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8bb71633_b10d_47d7_97d7_87][bookmark: _PAR__9_c67cf684_a252_4b12_9dc4_d8778dc9]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__b8b82abd_0b94_46be_99a0_12c9f7][bookmark: _PAR__10_f9255ce2_cf13_4930_87bd_84fb53f]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__11_a9477705_e578_457b_b6f2_aa309fa]This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve that requires the Department of Health and Human Services to develop a so‑called No Eject, No Reject proposal that requires residential providers of behavioral health services for children or services to individuals with intellectual disabilities or autism to receive written approval from the department in circumstances relating to termination of services or declining a referral.  The department must establish a stakeholder group to develop the proposal.  The department must examine data to determine reasons why providers terminate or refuse referrals for services and determine barriers to accepting individuals for treatment services.  The department must report its findings, the proposal and the steps for implementing the proposal, including any rulemaking and recommended legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services no later than January 2, 2024.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__f5badceb_6efd_4b7][bookmark: _PAR__12_7287d4c5_6c3b_4099_8eab_7755ca5]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__13_c98a45bb_c5bf_4fd8_99d0_6ac4be3](See attached)
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