130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Balance Renewable Energy Development with Natural and Working Lands Conservation
L.D. 856
An Act To Balance Renewable Energy Development with Natural and Working Lands Conservation
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__df6d242c_aa27_4c38_8ecd_9f][bookmark: _PAGE__1_56ae3aa9_8452_425a_a1fe_57dc9c2][bookmark: _PAR__2_8e55a62e_1ff4_46e6_afd8_f5254874]L.D. 856
[bookmark: _PAR__3_bcc3c994_2afe_4935_8307_7e6546ff]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_4fea774e_5040_468a_bb04_c91610f5]AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_80d56710_89e6_412d_a612_2834e541]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_e2c782f7_0872_474d_bbe1_bcc8b851]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_f400c7eb_0d3f_4c7a_8347_e12eb94f]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_3230a6fd_54d0_4ebf_b6d9_79f3c31c]130TH LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_f7208d06_fe0d_495b_be3c_6d002819]SECOND REGULAR SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_d2f1b5fc_3e9d_4c4e_aece_9a08e19]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 624, L.D. 856, “An Act To Balance Renewable Energy Development with Natural and Working Lands Conservation”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d27160a6_4a5a_4887_ba28_91][bookmark: _PAR__11_0c4f40b0_94b8_446d_95b8_790f867]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_4ff33ead_c7c4_4ce0_92d4_8800652]'Sec. 1.  2 MRSA §9, sub-§3, ¶I, as enacted by PL 2007, c. 656, Pt. C, §1, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_2cb7b63f_1dd6_43aa_ba56_b7e152f]I.  Monitor energy transmission capacity planning and policy affecting this State and the regulatory approval process for the development of energy infrastructure pursuant to Title 35‑A, section 122 and make recommendations to the Governor and the Legislature as necessary for changes to the relevant laws and rules to facilitate energy infrastructure planning and development; and
[bookmark: _PAR__14_2429283d_6fc2_4832_844c_bcbc4a8]Sec. 2.  2 MRSA §9, sub-§3, ¶J, as amended by PL 2011, c. 55, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_8acdfcc1_d097_4bd6_a851_272333d]J.  Take action as necessary to carry out the goals and objectives of the state energy plan prepared pursuant to paragraph C including lowering the total cost of energy to consumers in this State.; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_bb8d32be_2e50_4275_9fb6_73632c7]Sec. 3.  2 MRSA §9, sub-§3, ¶K is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_f5db5599_629a_4623_8e2e_6cc1faf]K.  Create and maintain a publicly accessible database of fully permitted or constructed energy facilities that may be used to identify land use and other energy trends. For purposes of this paragraph, "energy facility" means a facility constructed and operated for the purpose of generating energy for sale and that is connected to the electric transmission and distribution utility system within the State. The database must include key characteristics, including, but not limited to, geospatial data. The director may collect the data from state permitting agencies, the Public Utilities Commission and other relevant entities and may determine the format and schedule of data collection.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_32d5925e_a27a_4442_ad79_2ca91fe]Sec. 4.  38 MRSA §344, sub-§2-A, ¶B, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 890, Pt. A, §22 and affected by §40, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_2f3ac76d_f96d_4b68_b8f2_af6c273][bookmark: _PAR__2_025d1810_63da_4fbf_a9f6_e2bd7e8a]B.  The commissioner shall decide whether an application meets the permit by rule provisions under subsection 7 within 20 working days after notifying the applicant of acceptance of the application, except that the commissioner shall decide whether an application to undertake an activity that requires a permit pursuant to chapter 3, subchapter 1, article 6 meets the permit by rule provisions under subsection 7 within a time period set pursuant to the provisions of section 344-B.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_ccd108b0_61d5_4e02_b4f4_f3aae3ed]Sec. 5. Governor's Energy Office to plan for pilot program to study feasibility of dual-use projects.  The Governor's Energy Office, referred to in this section as "the office," in collaboration with the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, the Public Utilities Commission and other state agencies and stakeholders, including research institutions, shall develop a plan to implement a dual-use energy pilot program, referred to in this section as "the pilot program plan," to test and study the efficacy and potential benefits of innovative solar energy systems that are connected to the electric transmission and distribution utility system and are located on natural and developed areas, including, but not limited to, farmland that is maintained in active agricultural or horticultural use, parking lots and aquatic sites. For purposes of this section, "dual-use project" means a mixed-use system combining use of land or aquatic sites with solar energy production.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_01f54e6f_1b3b_4ec0_a1f0_609d4e71]The pilot program plan must:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_0ed4eb2e_ca39_426c_bc77_ad076c33]1. Identify potential dual-use projects that collectively have a total capacity of 30 megawatts, with at least 20 megawatts reserved for dual-use projects on agricultural land, and that may warrant inclusion in a pilot program based on criteria including but not limited to emerging or potential commercial viability, potential applicability to the State, and potential to contribute meaningfully and cost-effectively to achievement of the goals established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3210, subsection 1-A;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_91015647_692f_4663_a312_e476ca01]2. Identify and include eligibility criteria for dual-use projects to be included in the pilot program, including, but not limited to, the continuation of agricultural or horticultural uses of the affected land;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_90f42af6_184b_455f_a000_77df623d]3. Identify if financial incentives, location-based incentives or other incentives to dual-use projects that would be considered for inclusion in the pilot program would be necessary, including mechanisms to minimize the cost of the pilot program to electric ratepayers in the State;
[bookmark: _PAR__8_8c3a4df5_27cb_4a90_afd5_efcb0717]4. Ensure all approved agricultural dual-use projects permit the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to conduct or direct research on compatible crops, grazing operations and other agricultural or horticultural uses of the land to determine best practices for dual-use projects.  The determination of best practices must consider both the duration of uses of the land and the energy production of the solar energy system;
[bookmark: _PAR__9_76ec4709_8668_4eae_911e_25aed186]5. Include an application process for landowners seeking to be included in the pilot program, including landowners who have already deployed or are planning to deploy solar energy systems;  
[bookmark: _PAR__10_6ad8bafb_5344_474f_bcee_3e0b537]6. Examine benefits of dual-use project applications to individual landowners, the electric transmission and distribution utility system and the State's ability to meet clean energy and climate goals; and
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_058df554_c772_46ee_84e6_ce4cdf6][bookmark: _PAR__2_f73bce25_d3a5_46d0_b8c1_bd6af6be]7. Include an evaluation process and selection criteria that may result in the approval of dual-use projects of varying sizes, in different geographic locations, that involve diverse types of sites and, if applicable, minimize negative impacts to farmland and the environment, and ensure appropriate innovation as well as planning for technical and financial feasibility, including interconnection with the electric transmission and distribution utility system.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_ee3717dd_0dbc_480c_8f31_5b40f43f]The office, in coordination with the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, shall submit a report with a plan for implementing the pilot program to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and forestry matters; energy and utilities matters; and environment and natural resources matters no later than March 1, 2023 and each joint standing committee may submit legislation relating to the subject matter of the report to the First Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_5bc9f7a3_d040_46e7_bec4_0cb469fe]Sec. 6. Governor's Energy Office to include agricultural and natural resource stakeholders in distributed generation project programs stakeholder group siting work sessions.  The Governor's Energy Office, referred to in this section as "the office," shall convene, no later than September 1, 2022, siting work sessions of the distributed generation project programs stakeholder group convened by the office pursuant to Public Law 2021, chapter 390, section 4. These siting work sessions must include representatives from natural resource agencies, stakeholders representing agricultural and natural resource interests and members of the distributed generation project programs stakeholder group.  The siting work sessions must focus on land use considerations and how such considerations may be incorporated into distributed generation policy, including siting distributed generation facilities and electric grid planning. Such land use considerations may include the prioritization of the use of contaminated lands, such as brownfields and land contaminated with perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances, rooftops, gravel pits and previously developed parcels, and other criteria that safeguard or avoid valuable agricultural land, rare, threatened and endangered species and rare and exemplary natural communities.   The office shall convene at least 3 siting work sessions to develop recommendations to avoid, minimize and compensate for agricultural and natural resource impacts, including, but not limited to, an in-lieu fee mitigation program and preference in procurement or tariff programs. No later than January 1, 2023, the siting work sessions must result in a report, with findings and recommendations, to the distributed generation project programs stakeholder group. 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_bf4aecb2_f60a_4718_a6cb_47a27fa5]Sec. 7.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_9291b973_8160_47d5_8360_c6ea0f8c]AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__7_7aed918c_fb44_47a7_8aaa_2be1291c]Bureau of Agriculture 0393
[bookmark: _PAR__8_52ff19d7_1877_4942_ae7b_1fe7be67]Initiative: Provides ongoing funding for one Public Service Coordinator I position to support the design and establishment of a pilot program to study the feasibility of dual-use projects, provide technical assistance to municipalities considering proposals for utility-scale solar energy projects on agricultural, forested and natural lands, analyze impacts to agricultural and natural resources and assist with further solar policy development for the department.
	[bookmark: _PAGE__4_c54417c8_8365_43b0_9140_e764230][bookmark: _PAR__2_3f87dbea_2f16_4086_8215_054a8288][bookmark: _LINE__1_7186c4a5_54fe_4162_94b1_200a8ee]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_8ddac2a9_c803_403d_8c95_9b7f2cb]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_98b7b8e5_ee38_4cc0_954d_a0280cb]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__2_70490aaf_d84c_4d2b_8745_02e9683]POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_0debbda5_125d_4368_830c_d0ba123]0.000
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_a91da983_030b_4c7a_8263_10a86f9]1.000

	[bookmark: _LINE__3_a3578321_7971_4efa_961c_e3d0594]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_6790841b_0411_4855_871f_7f7d60d]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_8071f118_8528_4f2a_8023_e8b3d3d]$103,622

	[bookmark: _LINE__4_24390cfe_604d_4d56_87cc_c3a3f6f] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_0376808c_83cb_4cb6_a764_f8f4420]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_06206c2b_ff5a_4711_8276_e5139f7]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__5_7e778c65_30b9_4713_96b8_2ccf047]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_1be9c4d8_c74c_41e2_9ce7_8ce50b2]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_12d3cee0_4bef_4ee1_b687_0336abb]$103,622


[bookmark: _PAR__3_a9d7bc44_238a_49c8_aee7_6187831b]Office of the Commissioner 0401
[bookmark: _PAR__4_10d0c1b4_6c50_4bf4_93a1_3c4e61d9]Initiative: Provides ongoing funding for related All Other costs to support the design and establishment of a pilot program to study the feasibility of dual-use projects, provide technical assistance to municipalities considering proposals for utility-scale solar energy projects on agricultural, forested and natural lands, analyze impacts to agricultural and natural resources and assist with further solar policy development for the department.
	[bookmark: _PAR__5_516b26e5_14eb_4e2f_be66_bb573e41][bookmark: _LINE__12_9d07d64a_42e4_4ebe_9db7_c50a6d]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_fe4c470c_588f_4767_acac_334f70]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_90b59210_f228_4bf3_9b54_24a4b9]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__13_141279f3_bd12_4490_be26_10f075]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_2e61e8f7_f170_4953_8d5d_53dba9]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_b9c4da39_2b3f_4524_bb5d_a780de]$3,902

	[bookmark: _LINE__14_7ab102d3_7035_41e6_86ca_4396ce] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__14_fefa373d_fed0_4e4b_a345_e87b0e]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__14_39e073d2_4312_4f07_bfbe_c37ecf]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__15_fe187023_d72c_4d26_a373_0c92ef]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_1020acac_308e_4df3_bfc1_e2e902]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_db88bc08_6f1b_4317_8759_72e965]$3,902


[bookmark: _PAR__6_54060bd0_54e4_4dde_8b22_ce591e00] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__7_45ff4fb2_672b_4142_a3cd_087107b6][bookmark: _LINE__17_d13440c5_260a_4789_a13f_ab2680][bookmark: _LINE__18_42ef8331_7ada_4df6_b54f_56b397]AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_e266c8ab_9359_46dd_9c8c_479912] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_39fd8bcd_fa32_4469_a3c5_259c36] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__19_8dc919e0_3916_4c7a_91d6_bb8ea8]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_b1560382_de65_45b5_83fb_0b173b]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_e1b9110d_d88b_4e53_8089_dd100f]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__20_23fed595_214d_4ad2_8c00_f7a49f] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_2dcaefdd_25e3_4345_90ad_17f333] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_2c095895_983f_438c_bdf0_35aef7] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__21_6d6a13e9_e660_45bc_8d29_9557a8]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_ad285dad_7c63_4c11_8da1_a55663]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_fd76302a_b048_46bc_a9a5_da886f]$103,622

	[bookmark: _LINE__22_5fafcbef_6ff6_435e_b435_6cfc0a]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_ef2e24ca_df9a_40e1_a416_ea7e48]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_55138e21_2eda_4adf_9d4c_76ae93]$3,902

	[bookmark: _LINE__23_9664872f_4412_440d_ab1c_bbaea8] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_0eac38b6_ebdf_4cda_89f4_012087]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_3482ab48_129e_47d7_9451_aa6352]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__24_f12fb61a_1937_40f0_929a_868cf8]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_28265b10_6b3b_4b84_8066_a5b3d2]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_abc0fc7d_cc9a_4684_9dc5_72d6ac]$107,524


[bookmark: _PAR__8_4aaf1ac8_d752_4d9c_83e0_b2357431]EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
[bookmark: _PAR__9_a3c7048a_bcc4_431e_98f7_acbb74a4]Governor's Energy Office Z122
[bookmark: _PAR__10_8f0c7b65_baa1_4fc9_a80a_8c2f182]Initiative: Provides ongoing funding for one Public Service Coordinator II position and associated All Other costs to develop and maintain information technology and databases, including publicly accessible databases, and to coordinate engagement with municipalities and respond to other research needs.
	[bookmark: _PAR__11_d7177263_0a14_42c9_b267_531fac3][bookmark: _LINE__31_ce18ba2c_ea7a_4a35_8060_0d0297]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_08acfc45_064b_4e2a_b5e7_298008]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_f7be7af2_8478_4b92_bdcb_e90b78]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__32_9942c98b_9f8e_4094_bc14_51b0c5]POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_4c27976f_ded0_4ede_90fd_d06422]0.000
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_7fd2be7a_85f8_4788_9c70_8919f7]1.000

	[bookmark: _LINE__33_24c1bc9d_210c_4b8d_abf9_54f0c3]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_ac2b2d14_bef0_41ed_8f2f_6c59e1]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_76241e6f_5822_4e2b_952e_bad4e4]$150,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__34_5c4402dd_25d7_4811_a43b_b9a559]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_1c1c0043_5737_454c_8c0e_a117ad]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_0dada080_2c08_40d3_a8e7_d75d0a]$100,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__35_f87f1b33_723a_403d_8b46_f2ad20] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_d8b39126_50f7_45e9_8123_d5260f]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_1dd465d6_79f4_48d2_9b18_b3d656]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__36_72bbcae4_fe5f_4ede_abd4_c91340]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_71da1762_bf3b_4ba2_81b7_1e17ab]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_ebb6b5a1_e4ee_4ab6_9caa_e2935f]$250,000


[bookmark: _PAR__12_ba850916_16da_491f_83e0_13917cb] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__13_99601b31_8905_407e_aea3_3d59f25][bookmark: _LINE__38_bead1527_5b01_4966_ad9e_46163f]EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_9fd66c06_d50a_44ff_8393_712d4d] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_dc437d82_ce49_4f23_977e_269635] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__39_16ffb111_90d4_447c_827e_0af00c]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_60d53d03_a0b8_4b70_8ed0_5339dc]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_48bdfc59_11a9_41fc_bf54_2485e7]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__40_74b10d51_f5b4_4f9d_ba0c_a3ca16] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_802e23ff_2a5c_4626_855c_9a1a32] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_d15f3115_99f0_4174_b3d8_6a7c37] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__41_7d4c5f0e_d139_4d7a_a85a_44701b]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_c8bf8c09_af56_4f36_b4a2_0edf65]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_431e93e5_ddc7_48be_ab62_40f93d]$250,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__42_32e71fed_82f6_49d5_bf03_db9669] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__42_1b9f0d80_1151_48cc_9f13_117c82]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__42_629c51d1_9d91_4c5a_952a_2630fc]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__43_3b665768_54db_44eb_8e31_7d23b7]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__43_865582c2_a13b_4639_88fa_e7874b]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__43_5c477d95_a277_4b96_9a69_d6f431]$250,000


[bookmark: _PAGE__5_108879ff_ff84_477d_bf4c_7eca66c][bookmark: _PAR__2_5a45d067_05e3_4559_bc1e_0c1ef834] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__3_f4c1a955_ec1f_4a99_aa18_b2fa1609][bookmark: _LINE__2_f314d578_08b0_479c_ba25_8cabccc]SECTION TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_521c52d4_8007_4151_8bf7_dccbdb0]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_afc7179d_8dd1_42d6_8d2f_2325e32]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__3_3187c9d6_7ef2_4483_9949_e8160dc] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_a4d6a2b5_101e_451a_b461_f6fcf35] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_f861f8dc_1f82_4eb7_9e90_dd0c808] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__4_b8d38543_8734_409c_af31_a235f5d]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_84aa9cd1_0022_41bd_b53b_444a789]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_9d6137ba_555c_4f52_abbe_7addb24]$353,622

	[bookmark: _LINE__5_cd4620be_535d_46dc_a7f1_6051a79]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_a30f58e3_c357_4c34_9022_751c5ff]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_2c85b5c7_7560_4438_98a2_ddf85da]$3,902

	[bookmark: _LINE__6_ac8721aa_595b_461d_87b5_867c238] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_b4e2d99e_b4e0_4637_8fb5_26cbe2d]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_84ab4cd9_9c0a_4a21_907f_781d5a4]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__7_e70d9df2_6978_4850_9667_63efcee]SECTION TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_7af95c59_d92f_41a0_9f51_67e5858]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_1fb8c1c1_7062_4ea7_8f76_b04be1d]$357,524


[bookmark: _PAR__4_42e84eac_bd7d_4ed6_aaf1_e9fb504a]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6a7a77e4_b77a_4895_aa3b_d1][bookmark: _PAR__5_92ddb524_6d65_46b3_ba8f_0349bc7f]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__aaa33564_3eaf_4248_b172_d032e5][bookmark: _PAR__6_b258aafe_639f_4679_8f55_c1e1897c]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__7_04e1baf5_86bb_4ad4_9031_f2e1ad24]This amendment replaces the bill, which is a concept draft.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_47f60462_eacc_41f0_8526_46ff6092]The amendment directs the Governor's Energy Office to create and maintain a publicly accessible database of fully permitted or constructed energy facilities using renewable resources that may be used to identify land use trends.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_b45f6df6_f068_4884_8f86_2b986cce]Current law requires the Commissioner of Environmental Protection to decide whether an application for a permit under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38 meets the permit by rule requirements in statute within 20 working days after notifying the applicant of acceptance of the application.  The amendment requires the commissioner to decide whether an application to undertake an activity that requires a permit pursuant to the site location of development law in Title 38, chapter 3, subchapter 1, article 6 meets the permit by rule requirements in statute within a time period set pursuant to Title 38, section 344-B, which regulates timetables for processing permit applications.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_89f22b0f_3503_4243_a091_8526dff]The amendment requires the Governor's Energy Office, in collaboration with the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry and the Public Utilities Commission and other state agencies, stakeholders and research institutions, to develop a plan to implement a dual-use energy pilot program and requires the office to submit a report with a plan for implementing a pilot program to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and forestry matters; energy and utilities matters; and environment and natural resources matters no later than March 1, 2023.  Each joint standing committee is authorized to submit a bill relating to the subject matter of the report to the First Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_4aa1035b_d08f_45ff_bcf5_c049529]The amendment directs the Governor's Energy Office to convene siting work sessions, no later than September 1, 2022, of the distributed generation project programs stakeholder group convened by the office pursuant to Public Law 2021, chapter 390, section 4.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_3058fb90_11ed_4a70_9020_f06e28a]The amendment establishes a Public Service Coordinator I position in the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources to support the design and establishment of a pilot program to study the feasibility of dual-use projects, provide technical assistance to municipalities considering proposals for utility-scale solar energy projects and assist with further solar policy development for the department.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_3a306bb0_9ea8_4b79_a57c_fc5dd3a][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__09707f36_0343_4b07_a86e_5ec][bookmark: _PAGE__6_658661e5_ff99_4465_ac25_e1a5612][bookmark: _PAR__2_0f91ddbb_7726_43e1_8c61_0020c638]The amendment also establishes one position in the Governor's Energy Office to develop and maintain information technology and databases, including publicly accessible databases, and to coordinate management with municipalities and respond to other research needs.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__c5a5f747_4a0b_433][bookmark: _PAR__3_f9c5880b_a560_4626_a8f7_acebe005]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__4_626bb89d_b028_438d_b682_ff54cc7c](See attached)
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