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An Act to Reduce Administrative Burdens and Expand Access in the Laws Governing Cannabis
L.D. 948
An Act to Reduce Administrative Burdens and Expand Access in the Laws Governing Cannabis
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__703a4228_99e2_401d_8e2d_65][bookmark: _PAGE__1_e7554f8b_b27b_44ae_8574_c6e6647][bookmark: _PAR__2_b7aa1d9a_7a5f_46d9_abfa_4f111e5f]L.D. 948
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_044d39f5_fbd6_434f_953e_5768cd41]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_e1cccd8f_b370_4d3b_a1cb_a0bcd0c]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 613, L.D. 948, “An Act to Reduce Administrative Burdens and Expand Access in the Laws Governing Cannabis”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c1daa6b7_0a6c_4e4d_b3f2_fd][bookmark: _PAR__11_c8eb10f5_ba54_4591_9cff_72e7d66]Amend the bill by striking out all of section 1 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_88499b46_9111_4398_8af4_a358eba]'Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §2423-F, sub-§8, as repealed and replaced by PL 2019, c. 331, §17 and amended by PL 2021, c. 669, §5, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_26514e6c_4719_4724_8a7f_4039bb0]8.  Registration requirements.  This subsection governs registration requirements of a manufacturing facility or a person authorized to engage in cannabis extraction using inherently hazardous substances under subsection 3 and the officer or director or assistant of the facility or person.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_a1e44a9d_d8f6_42b9_a290_917298c]A.  In accordance with rules adopted under subsection 10, the department shall register and issue a registration certificate with a registry identification number to a manufacturing facility or a person authorized to engage in cannabis extraction within 30 days to the facility or person if the facility or person provides:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_8e815182_6a0d_4bfd_9a41_aa83b8c](1)  The annual fee required pursuant to section 2425‑A, subsection 10;
[bookmark: _PAR__16_40305e6a_4a8d_45d0_8614_1f83811](2)  The legal name of the facility or person and, if incorporated, evidence of incorporation and evidence that the corporation is in good standing with the Secretary of State;
[bookmark: _PAR__17_43f28248_ae37_420b_afeb_2015285](3)  The physical address of the facility or person or the physical address where an applicant who is an individual will engage in the activities authorized under this section. If the facility or person changes its physical location, or if a person registered under this subsection changes the location at which the person engages in activities authorized under this section, the facility or person shall notify the department of the new location; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_c4cbed6b_6ab9_4578_b551_53823b4](4)  The name, address and date of birth of each officer or director of the facility or person.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_36f8930e_f2c8_416b_b1de_a07a2e1][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__23630e7a_8291_4acf_b8fb_9f6][bookmark: _PAGE__2_96ad7983_bfee_4fc0_9d81_f9af7dc][bookmark: _PAR__2_a0587f0f_2b44_47d6_a2ef_b64cd2bd]B.  In accordance with rules adopted under subsection 10, the department shall issue registry identification cards to the officer or director or assistant of a registered manufacturing facility or person authorized to engage in cannabis extraction using inherently hazardous substances within 5 business days of approving an application or renewal under this subsection. A registry identification card is required to be issued to an officer or director or assistant of a registered manufacturing facility or person authorized to engage in cannabis extraction using inherently hazardous substances.  A registry identification card expires one year 2 years after the date of issuance. A registry identification card issued under this paragraph must contain:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_2112fd93_baa3_4d3e_8963_2c9856ea](1)  The name of the cardholder;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_3407d984_fe54_4498_97f2_7fab44b1](2)  The date of issuance and expiration date of the registry identification card; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_7d20230f_722b_49af_992b_b55a154b](3)  A random identification number that is unique to the cardholder.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_ac76296e_da9b_41f2_b09e_1219baea]The department may not issue a registry identification card to an officer or director or assistant of a registered manufacturing facility or person authorized to engage in cannabis extraction using inherently hazardous substances who has been convicted of a disqualifying drug offense. The department shall conduct a criminal history record check of each person, officer or director or assistant subject to this subsection on an annual basis every 2 years.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_fb35b885_57aa_4d5c_94e1_eadd0935]If the department determines not to issue a registry identification card for a person, officer or director or assistant, the department shall notify the registered manufacturing facility or person authorized to engage in cannabis extraction using inherently hazardous substances in writing of the reason for denying the registry identification card.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__62cdc9a2_eb3b_4bef_827f_ec][bookmark: _PAR__8_1bd2023b_7040_4852_a84b_fdc31b81]Amend the bill in section 2 in paragraph D in the first line (page 1, line 11 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "registration certificate" and inserting the following: 'registry identification card'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b4c56586_6b47_48d5_92dd_35][bookmark: _PAR__9_e28b697d_6c17_4e4e_addd_41f15428]Amend the bill by inserting after section 2 the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__10_0a52ac22_5bb4_4fb7_817f_8da8872]'Sec. 3.  22 MRSA §2425-A, sub-§4, as amended by PL 2021, c. 662, §22, is further amended by amending the 2nd blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_fa05879b_b04e_4786_a657_beca71c]In the case of a caregiver's application for renewal of a registry identification card, except for a renewal under paragraph D, upon receipt of a timely filed, complete application submitted by the caregiver, the department shall provide the caregiver with a written statement acknowledging receipt of the application that authorizes the caregiver to continue operating under the caregiver's current card until the application is approved and a renewed card is issued by the department, the application is denied and the current card expires, 90 days elapse from the date of the written statement or the current card is suspended or revoked in accordance with this chapter, whichever occurs first.  If the department fails to issue or deny a renewal of a registry identification card within 90 days of providing the written statement acknowledging receipt of the application, the renewal is deemed granted and a copy of the application for renewal of the registry identification card is deemed a valid registry identification card.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__ee52c375_9f5f_4bbf_bbcf_ab][bookmark: _PAR__12_896ddcfb_f371_467f_9d22_00018bf]Amend the bill by inserting after section 3 the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_8214bf0f_df09_4a11_9ffa_e7af2ce]'Sec. 4.  22 MRSA §2425-A, sub-§6, ¶A, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 452, §12, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_9b5fc03b_377b_48de_91d0_b4cb7ea]A.  The annual fee required pursuant to subsection 10;'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__503c5823_1fc6_42dc_9f0c_b4][bookmark: _PAGE__3_cc6de838_23a7_49bb_aa05_bce0443][bookmark: _PAR__2_32040c36_7398_41c7_82d5_60565a7f]Amend the bill in section 4 in paragraph D in the first line (page 1, line 28 in L.D.) by inserting after the following: "applicant" the following: 'holding a valid registration certificate and'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e0628841_b223_4aff_a8ef_7f][bookmark: _PAR__3_845abb0c_1440_4e1e_82bd_8477dcf6]Amend the bill by inserting after section 4 the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_479c2e5e_93b5_4946_a142_956418ae]'Sec. 5.  22 MRSA §2425-A, sub-§7, as amended by PL 2021, c. 662, §27, is further amended by amending the 2nd blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_14acf822_14c1_4558_93e4_0ebb2603]In the case of a registered dispensary's application for renewal of a registration certificate, except for a renewal under paragraph D, upon receipt of a timely filed, complete application submitted by the dispensary, the department shall provide the dispensary with a written statement acknowledging receipt of the application that authorizes the dispensary to continue operating under the dispensary's current certificate until the application is approved and a renewed certificate is issued by the department, the application is denied and the current certificate expires, 90 days elapse from the date of the written statement or the current certificate is suspended or revoked in accordance with this chapter, whichever occurs first.  If the department fails to issue or deny a renewal of a registration certificate within 90 days of providing the written statement acknowledging receipt of the application, the renewal is deemed granted and a copy of the application for renewal of the registration certificate is deemed a valid registration certificate.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c0103ee7_c5be_4df8_83c7_67][bookmark: _PAR__6_e7a9e8b3_0f41_4694_9431_195e5b4f]Amend the bill by inserting after section 7 the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_e3bd40c9_488e_48c8_8f8a_8181253a]'Sec. 8.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_814902f6_f9ee_4521_8d44_d8b5a394]ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__9_e9846273_8f4f_45bc_9433_327ce5f7]Adult Use Cannabis Regulatory Coordination Fund Z264
[bookmark: _PAR__10_d0e4a63f_6a08_4cd5_a56e_17079aa]Initiative: Provides funding for one Office Associate II position, one Office Specialist I position, 3 OCP Licensing Analyst positions, one OCP Chief Licensing Investigator position, 5 OCP Compliance Inspector positions and one Field Investigator Supervisor position and All Other associated position costs.
	[bookmark: _PAR__11_dfc01fae_f3a4_4776_bac5_87cdf24][bookmark: _LINE__28_ab6d233e_62da_497f_aa87_f63567]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__28_0d8c58c6_96ad_45b7_b29b_a06157]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__28_af0861e0_d436_414f_8504_4f5ec0]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__29_cac10f6a_b272_42c2_b19b_be646e]POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_f1b43d7a_b7a1_4731_9e5f_f5a06f]12.000
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_b963a1af_52cf_45b3_978d_3a83a7]12.000

	[bookmark: _LINE__30_60abf1e2_8ed6_4cdc_9491_13b750]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_f5ae8896_856f_49b3_9fdc_a6ca4b]$503,044
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_0f728fac_004a_47bb_b2d0_e52f0f]$543,089

	[bookmark: _LINE__31_96048bb5_0909_4806_8c32_9bee22] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_3451357c_ee0e_4d2a_9d4b_6ae8c7]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_f9edcb8e_4193_4dba_aca6_852238]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__32_401e63f8_a71b_4215_a28b_8f83b1]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_670484f1_f70e_4df0_af67_e29422]$503,044
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_266b5300_65cf_4776_82e2_2e38ce]$543,089


[bookmark: _PAR__12_86543d5a_f03f_4390_b5a4_c9ad96f] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__13_f3739047_9b53_49af_95c6_71072db][bookmark: _LINE__34_fada9a37_5f4a_497b_847b_cfb610]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_460d05a0_38e3_4cb9_8420_9b72ed]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_5ddf7502_bf0a_4a30_bc8a_3e87b7]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__35_50765a01_53b1_4d6a_9379_c410a4]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_fbba80a8_2904_4d26_9efb_795c75]$48,261
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_58ad4458_4ad8_47fc_9d05_fbe4c7]$48,261

	[bookmark: _LINE__36_231b968a_e528_4414_85b7_0ed156] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_13f547cd_2cd1_4dec_9b67_16a697]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_6663fdd7_26ea_45e6_9dc2_dfe3d4]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__37_2db5ce93_8c47_4583_bb06_4aed86]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_30297137_b61b_468a_911a_80b949]$48,261
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_02507895_6036_4af2_9023_bd6368]$48,261


[bookmark: _PAR__14_2e416995_715c_4954_81c6_6cbcfb4]Medical Use of Cannabis Fund  Z265
[bookmark: _PAR__15_a01182f4_e419_4ffc_b59f_40d897d]Initiative: Provides funding for one Office Associate II position, one Office Specialist I position, 3 OCP Licensing Analyst positions, one OCP Chief Licensing Investigator position, 5 OCP Compliance Inspector positions and one Field Investigator Supervisor position and All Other associated position costs.
	[bookmark: _PAGE__4_493be778_721a_483a_a244_6f9ee6c][bookmark: _PAR__2_314b6493_d269_4ff1_ab1d_dc65a42e][bookmark: _LINE__1_5a1c1ca6_3a03_4541_958c_1f2568e]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_4b1a171b_2dd5_49aa_a56b_6698f3f]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_435452e0_4134_4df5_b6f4_c7a32fe]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__2_33b9c5cb_09c0_4787_979c_3013803]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_15cdd081_f587_42a7_93c1_76094ad]$754,570
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_f39ef5d7_2ce6_4c9c_814c_59af57d]$814,635

	[bookmark: _LINE__3_0ad9a26a_b7d0_4311_9d91_dffd9ae] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_38500412_9976_479c_8b19_3ff41f5]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_19abb549_d73b_4d87_a6fe_7126948]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__4_837ff3b8_0d5e_4dcd_81d1_f37ef85]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_be5708a7_07a5_44aa_b0d5_3f9af2d]$754,570
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_d185ea6e_859e_4428_8d44_fd91519]$814,635


[bookmark: _PAR__3_20ef688e_7af6_4157_8053_d0ec035d] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__4_981de3b2_d8c1_41b3_bbbf_dc3a1d98][bookmark: _LINE__6_4132198a_30c5_4ca7_bba4_67bf034]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_3a1729c5_e2d7_47fe_9067_33f6304]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_07898c22_1b2d_45e5_b513_ae9acf7]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__7_93e9c350_fafc_4ba0_be4b_53975d8]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_3a2d29b2_4f23_4706_b688_dc238ff]$72,391
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_0a9a0550_a5b9_48e7_a92c_5f0e6d3]$72,391

	[bookmark: _LINE__8_35d7f898_9fa3_4b94_b3b9_e7dde6e] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_f0b76381_b75c_4bcc_b195_77bfffb]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_4822f265_ad37_4af7_ba93_a5bb145]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__9_a31a4feb_85fa_465e_8a09_644679d]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_508347fd_08d4_4e27_b3c9_d0f22ee]$72,391
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_6065fedc_5cde_4b66_860a_aab2eb2]$72,391


[bookmark: _PAR__5_90d18b20_383d_4401_8e49_617562ef] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__6_ecc815be_2a83_47ad_ade5_f846665f][bookmark: _LINE__11_6770240a_74e4_4951_aeef_d11e1f][bookmark: _LINE__12_4ba4a8db_6353_47e8_a695_a4629e]ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_da7f80b4_2508_4cb9_8f20_12d6f9] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_a786716d_4c95_4de0_863e_c23e8c] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__13_3061a7f5_77b5_4f96_b822_6aedcc]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_0ab79649_e14f_4c87_9c09_349894]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_00c315cc_d58f_49c9_a8e3_038ff1]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__14_68caa0df_73cf_4c29_897a_6bd3b2] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__14_2c738423_da41_4df4_b3a2_0c2fed] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__14_47c04d53_fac4_465d_a7c5_36d7b8] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__15_38c2b2d5_5341_4b07_84c8_167b83]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_546c63b5_f6dd_46c2_9f40_ccc9a3]$1,257,614
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_2f5a9e2f_c89e_428a_a169_256dde]$1,357,724

	[bookmark: _LINE__16_5b5e71f5_a19a_45c0_9777_8c73c2]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_c7695fb5_d356_4289_815b_e356ea]$120,652
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_1b1f2c95_de32_43c3_8644_710509]$120,652

	[bookmark: _LINE__17_51bade5b_33d2_4a53_a103_04fd63] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_c3b7b650_382d_4fbf_ab21_d03251]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_aeb6edde_5ca8_4f9a_8266_8bdd45]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__18_b2d0221d_abe6_407c_846e_818858]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_ad0aff0a_6c73_48e6_ba1e_8f39af]$1,378,266
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_0c111295_ba91_40e9_acab_0e3de4]$1,478,376


[bookmark: _PAR__7_2590b592_c798_4282_849d_65bf562a]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__0425392a_78c5_49f8_898b_fa][bookmark: _PAR__8_94f452c8_ce88_4d61_a723_57b1cfb1]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__33a4ca0c_68f1_4fda_ad30_2e6188][bookmark: _PAR__9_3d9f2e1b_7756_43b1_8016_f23c26e1]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__10_ae987de7_9bc7_4840_827b_04496de]This amendment removes the provision of the bill that increases the current limit under the medical cannabis laws to allow a caregiver to cultivate up to 60 mature cannabis plants, up to 120 immature cannabis plants, up to 1,000 square feet of mature plant canopy and up to 2,000 square feet of immature plant canopy. The amendment also extends the registration period for manufacturing facilities and for persons authorized to engage in cannabis extraction using inherently hazardous substances from one year to 2 years. The amendment updates the requirement for the Department of Administrative and Financial Services to conduct criminal history record checks for an officer or director or assistant of a registered manufacturing facility or person authorized to engage in cannabis extraction using inherently hazardous substances from annually to every 2 years and makes other necessary technical changes.  The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__6b9251f7_1761_421][bookmark: _PAR__11_851d444a_0c9d_45d4_9fe5_e47a66b]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__12_6af6ae2a_1177_417c_9b30_6e5f4f1](See attached)
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