132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Increase the Availability and Affordability of Health Care by Eliminating Certificate of Need Requirements
L.D. 743
An Act to Increase the Availability and Affordability of Health Care by Eliminating Certificate of Need Requirements
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__c369212d_694a_4a58_8227_9f][bookmark: _PAGE__1_17d2a2c0_367c_41e3_88c2_1f399b0][bookmark: _PAR__2_3be7219d_a200_45ca_bb0a_51703df4]L.D. 743
[bookmark: _PAR__3_8462745e_ff41_4ed4_bef2_07167f60]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_43691b9f_7e04_4a8a_ad41_9aa28c82]HEALTH COVERAGE, INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_3d7cd250_218a_4465_8194_1a3f41b9]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_553e2a40_61fb_4eac_89a5_23d75509]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_9077fc44_cde7_445d_b0f6_4fe5f1f6]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_079d3500_d33d_4a76_9879_0e5e82fb]132ND LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_cca810cb_275c_4b8f_9196_df9bb30b]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_0f0937cd_9bd2_4933_b032_2a804d6]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 485, L.D. 743, “An Act to Increase the Availability and Affordability of Health Care by Eliminating Certificate of Need Requirements”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__5734c3b1_e190_41e0_9871_04][bookmark: _PAR__11_996f50ca_d9ec_4332_a03e_210a25e]Amend the bill by striking out all of section 11 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_4969ecf5_483a_4b34_af7c_4eae02e]'Sec. 11.  24-A MRSA §4303-F, sub-§1, ¶E, as amended by PL 2025, c. 34, §1 and affected by §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_73342f3e_3ce6_41a9_891e_47bc13e]E.  A carrier may not require a ground ambulance service provider to obtain prior authorization before transporting an enrollee to a hospital, between hospitals or from a hospital to a nursing home, hospice care facility or other health care facility, as defined in Title 22, section 328, subsection 8.  A carrier may not require an air ambulance service provider that is a nonprofit organization to obtain prior authorization before transporting an enrollee to a hospital or between hospitals for urgent care. For the purposes of this paragraph, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_8096bfad_2e74_404c_8432_1bdc421](1)  "Ambulatory surgical facility" means a facility, not part of a hospital, that provides surgical treatment to patients not requiring hospitalization. "Ambulatory surgical facility" does not include the offices of private physicians or dentists, whether in individual or group practice.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_14aba033_23a7_407c_93d7_134a73f](2)  "Health care facility" means a hospital, psychiatric hospital, nursing facility, kidney disease treatment center including a freestanding hemodialysis facility, rehabilitation facility, ambulatory surgical facility, independent radiological service center, independent cardiac catheterization center or cancer treatment center. "Health care facility" does not include the office of a private health care practitioner, as defined in Title 24, section 2502, subsection 1‑A, whether in individual or group practice. In an ambulatory surgical facility that functions also as the office of a health care practitioner, the following portions of the ambulatory surgical facility are considered to be a health care facility:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_65171ab0_8c62_4b2a_9848_fbe1cf3](a)  Operating rooms;
[bookmark: _PAR__17_76f349e8_a53a_48c3_b50d_ab68c7a](b)  Recovery rooms;
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_53d125eb_23f6_400d_a91e_3b8b1c1][bookmark: _PAR__2_a45ef912_3745_4304_b994_96be3c64](c)  Waiting areas for ambulatory surgical facility patients;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_e2233347_9200_424a_94b5_7dca2d1c](d)  Any space with major medical equipment; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_0b0418aa_43a0_4218_832a_6cfcf04c](e)  Any other space used primarily to support the activities of the ambulatory surgical facility.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_c9743e34_61d5_431a_b87a_3e43e8bb](3)  "Health services" means clinically related services that are diagnostic, treatment, rehabilitative services or nursing services provided by a nursing facility.  "Health services" includes alcohol or drug dependence, substance use disorder and mental health services.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_d8f073f7_de9e_4818_b115_c4a238d4](4)  "Hospital" means an institution that primarily provides to inpatients, by or under the supervision of physicians, diagnostic services and therapeutic services for medical diagnosis, treatment and care of persons who are injured, disabled or sick or rehabilitation services for the rehabilitation of persons who are injured, disabled or sick. "Hospital" also includes psychiatric and tuberculosis hospitals.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_638f53ac_5dea_4f7b_bdf7_ac1cbd21](5)  "Major medical equipment" means a single unit of medical equipment or a single system of components with related functions used to provide medical and other health services that costs $3,200,000 or more. "Major medical equipment" does not include medical equipment acquired by or on behalf of a clinical laboratory to provide clinical laboratory services if the clinical laboratory is independent of a physician's office and a hospital and has been determined to meet the requirements of the United States Social Security Act, Title XVIII, Section 1861(s)(10 and 11). In determining whether medical equipment costs more than the threshold provided in this subparagraph, the cost of studies, surveys, designs, plans, working drawings, specifications and other activities essential to acquiring the equipment must be included. If the equipment is acquired for less than fair market value, the cost includes the fair market value. The threshold amount for review must be updated by the commissioner to reflect the change in the Consumer Price Index for medical care services as reported by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, with an effective date of January 1st each year.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_89a975ef_ea53_4fe6_b71a_8a0f7ce2](6)  "Nursing facility" means any facility defined under section 1812‑A.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_3ca33d72_f5e3_4fcb_afbf_116eb6c8](7)  "Rehabilitation facility" means an inpatient facility that is operated for the primary purpose of assisting in the rehabilitation of persons who are disabled through an integrated program of medical services and other services that are provided under competent professional supervision.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__36d914d2_cc18_4141_9f1b_f6][bookmark: _PAR__10_b1fde9f6_a4b7_499d_8381_d53f072]Amend the bill by inserting after section 19 the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_02a3030c_9240_4d20_af51_c6a6bf0]'Sec. 20.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_e7821bd0_5c3c_4e3a_834a_4368ec2]HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__13_3efcf585_1a5d_4b36_9100_75a02a7]Division of Licensing and Certification Z036
[bookmark: _PAR__14_1555783c_8596_43d4_92a6_abb6c50]Initiative: Deallocations from the elimination of one Senior Health Care Financial Analyst position and the loss of the certificate of need application fee revenue.
	[bookmark: _PAR__15_a5586cc1_a882_4ed6_9fca_82c17b0][bookmark: _LINE__42_34e0318d_f8b1_40ef_8ce5_683a99]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__42_002e6d3b_8161_44e0_8a96_b52004]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__42_3c6c0ef0_ca6d_43f8_a877_9efd61]2026-27

	[bookmark: _PAGE__3_57ffad0b_f078_4499_bd90_b31c74c][bookmark: _PAR__2_957859a2_6b4c_426c_9340_0044015a][bookmark: _LINE__1_54bceffa_8b9c_4a96_897e_423ac1d]POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_4c897623_8b87_4ae8_80a8_478cfc4](1.000)
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_f36bd956_047c_4c7b_b68f_c2a5057](1.000)

	[bookmark: _LINE__2_979c08ea_62ae_4569_8984_0ab2961]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_c4777d21_a97d_4126_8821_46a98fa]($150,270)
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_1bb63e67_49ca_4ed8_af3e_f8dfdf8]($154,294)

	[bookmark: _LINE__3_2f1bc0ed_8009_4d18_97b1_d7c3434]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_e97b9a3e_e59b_4291_a23f_58c1a7e]($137,558)
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_13f02561_a481_413a_b73b_558a63d]($137,651)

	[bookmark: _LINE__4_686803fd_3474_46fb_9b8d_a4d34b4] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_265f5741_84ab_4834_afb4_658adf9]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_b4a39fce_ea4b_4be6_b2df_ff35c64]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__5_6b31d140_470c_479c_86a1_21d541a]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_3c9e81a3_0681_42b5_adce_ca08639]($287,828)
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_409c9fa8_d943_4467_9773_d31c21d]($291,945)


[bookmark: _PAR__3_6b02855e_127d_4283_80ab_03f379b8]Medical Care - Payments to Providers 0147
[bookmark: _PAR__4_c77af4ea_1d71_4af7_81c6_a3f920a1]Initiative: Provides funding due to the elimination of the certificate of need process.
	[bookmark: _PAR__5_c5dbd0dc_89f6_4a71_8eaa_af2fd402][bookmark: _LINE__8_4d12e0e9_ad49_411c_9d86_d4e402a]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_71ca657b_5545_4b4e_892e_0f9ba5a]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_92f22223_6cf4_454b_adfa_6ba86ed]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__9_3a2cbe81_ffdf_4533_a618_9c530c8]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_b9ea0314_419e_4127_9dd3_9bec887]$423,796
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_79a77388_b59f_460b_8fba_c96716c]$425,886

	[bookmark: _LINE__10_8389d7df_f5d6_4e92_bb93_8b4418] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_4d1c45bc_283f_41a1_9454_d5741d]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_4ac3cb21_97e0_4236_a61b_e79fef]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__11_d6a61e50_eea1_486d_ba72_b5577a]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_825b526b_3a60_416f_9269_8b89a7]$423,796
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_bf7eed11_9e22_4338_a965_2c2d2f]$425,886


[bookmark: _PAR__6_d408fe31_e4f8_41ec_9489_6b177349] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__7_4269c8ed_a417_46ec_8527_beadf2f9][bookmark: _LINE__13_21af6289_4aed_45cc_a05a_607fa4]FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_c9afc06a_c42b_4a7b_8854_6b8624]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_e60280e1_a523_400a_8dd7_ad74c9]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__14_ad1f4b51_d7f4_4867_b60a_bec225]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__14_23053231_7ce7_4af3_8afe_c3085e]$676,400
	[bookmark: _LINE__14_daf6f483_1e0a_4984_b657_463937]$674,310

	[bookmark: _LINE__15_cdc42112_03e0_4611_aa3b_79f549] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_12f2cc33_c6ff_41b8_b445_e28f82]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_4d9cde94_35f6_4d83_af18_677a93]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__16_9b850091_763e_496e_933b_419c37]FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_64efd129_8a42_410e_8712_828b89]$676,400
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_e5200a11_c137_45db_91d5_8ab5ac]$674,310


[bookmark: _PAR__8_f0549fb5_3eda_44b0_87f9_a0a2840b]Nursing Facilities 0148
[bookmark: _PAR__9_044435e6_7102_4827_80bd_59018841]Initiative: Provides funding due to the elimination of the certificate of need process.
	[bookmark: _PAR__10_76a16b60_7c81_4d90_b554_db0d53d][bookmark: _LINE__19_eb68e92c_339a_45ec_9104_57e551]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_9859f5ef_934f_455f_b903_164af7]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_697dbc92_ab88_48c2_94ed_ac5c59]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__20_289089e0_4ffe_43b2_9935_1776d0]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_f032d5b2_120d_4b58_836b_ed9985]$4,123,579
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_0bed32da_cdcc_4caf_9229_479d6e]$4,147,671

	[bookmark: _LINE__21_ca56fbff_9abe_4e1b_8fb8_49c02e] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_a2523279_5673_4353_9f4f_94d5b6]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_247f2925_b8b3_4f9a_acdf_b702bf]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__22_5ae3baf5_0d5a_4a83_bdbd_79f1aa]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_cb0a7ba8_0d56_4a2e_88e3_62e50e]$4,123,579
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_1c3316f0_e4c7_4591_997b_ea5290]$4,147,671


[bookmark: _PAR__11_e5f154de_41f4_4364_b062_83370ec] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__12_e343c687_8dba_44d4_ad88_e51dfbb][bookmark: _LINE__24_ce1e19f3_e9a8_4217_915f_010420]FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_34f15430_c54a_4953_993b_f50d37]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_96b2c26b_01bb_4467_a32b_9cd711]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__25_56b73223_e106_48e3_a313_718ccb]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_6d3365e0_8463_40d1_acaf_3470f9]$7,795,745
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_9489a6fa_099e_426e_a0e5_7781fb]$7,771,653

	[bookmark: _LINE__26_675076db_38b5_49fc_be51_7c7618] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_62c4d8a7_046b_4193_be4c_5f78a9]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_d1e4824b_9c43_48c0_a702_a6ea75]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__27_e57c0c71_281b_48b2_bc9b_02177e]FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_5bc3904e_10b8_4dc2_9672_70d88f]$7,795,745
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_ec75c4d0_3f6b_4821_a7f8_bd6619]$7,771,653


[bookmark: _PAR__13_21a2f4a1_58f7_4269_a8ae_e50627c] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__14_a088ac7c_7d86_43ec_b47b_98c63e0][bookmark: _LINE__29_e1511a62_9c65_4236_9e7e_fc2ec3]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_ce24e60f_204f_40a5_93a8_1c5cb1]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_b93b8999_54e3_4806_b052_73a0fb]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__30_c0e37eb5_0084_4837_8d3e_17fe42]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_0a3c95bb_d04a_4655_93ea_558b8b]$760,808
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_f7a64610_2f4c_4996_baa7_5159ae]$760,808

	[bookmark: _LINE__31_01984291_ffde_45d6_864d_ffb74a] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_cf27dde9_67a7_4c11_b739_c485fe]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_fc3352c2_d6f6_41b4_9cb3_deaf96]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__32_33598a1f_69b9_47f5_9265_ba2fdf]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_1f1849b7_dc19_43d6_b6d1_15b3f7]$760,808
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_bd43b639_66e6_4bee_85f8_6847ff]$760,808


[bookmark: _PAR__15_40fd3530_641a_40cb_8d54_09d9627] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__16_60c5fd3e_09ef_4fd1_8f81_9a7635b][bookmark: _LINE__34_36b6dcc5_7ada_432a_aa4b_67ebf4][bookmark: _LINE__35_ffff7566_fcf0_4fe1_81af_9d6baa]HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_40a580d2_3f46_4749_bf63_51d1da] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_ec16ce95_2f11_41f7_b4e8_7d8be0] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__36_70b31014_4a51_43e3_90e9_76b4ed]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_ab87d934_2ce4_44d3_b3f9_02f369]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_64cd7e16_869e_47e3_b32b_d96f85]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__37_444ac418_7a00_4a47_955a_9eec31] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_82fb7c2d_2295_4a20_b98a_c5c12a] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_5bce4b39_0dfd_44e9_a674_b06446] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__38_1ee1f3af_eb08_4103_9216_f9f7dd]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_1f4f07be_90cc_4be3_a1c5_35337e]$4,547,375
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_8483aa98_bfa9_4fb0_bc4b_aa25a2]$4,573,557

	[bookmark: _LINE__39_7aba8785_185a_4acf_bcc2_189c6b]FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_3f2e9a09_3005_4eb6_83e7_75e7cd]$8,472,145
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_857b642d_b513_43be_84ab_7ca15f]$8,445,963

	[bookmark: _LINE__40_6cc0a79c_e880_4d8e_be32_3e9be0]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_a3c383eb_31c8_49ac_a0e4_3acd75]$472,980
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_be662f00_b6d0_41f0_8d59_dc7fe2]$468,863

	[bookmark: _LINE__41_c5896b14_0a83_4def_bce4_af8af7] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_eecbbc4b_eace_45e4_b29a_dbd6ad]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_b06691a9_f71b_42b0_bfd1_19c1e4]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__42_50ed6cc7_9393_4c31_83e0_4dcac9]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__42_1c59b1a0_b828_4a36_a634_54c0a5]$13,492,500
	[bookmark: _LINE__42_ab95d39a_52c3_426f_bc32_214885]$13,488,383


[bookmark: _PAGE__4_197cba3e_1ac7_4446_bc11_1c7c880][bookmark: _PAR__2_8a6e925a_67be_45d9_9310_ab9d6931]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b2a522d3_2b65_4a5f_bfb7_79][bookmark: _PAR__3_cb35ca39_2bb7_478f_b29e_2ccd1996]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__f9f3ac50_f34a_475f_9633_72962a][bookmark: _PAR__4_e10c1eb5_a56c_49b3_a313_05385031]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__5_801879a0_2dcf_4d0b_8e51_ba1e3f21]This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, adds an appropriations and allocations section. The amendment also updates a section of the bill to reflect changes made by Public Law 2025, chapter 34.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__1d42b19f_bf55_439][bookmark: _PAR__6_2d7493e7_1da1_4717_a710_25c55c4b]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__7_4093f30b_f654_478a_b75e_7802d16d](See attached)
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