132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Provide a Death Benefit for Department of Transportation Workers
L.D. 669
An Act Regarding Labor
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__45ac9b5d_a934_4dfa_8b35_f7][bookmark: _PAGE__1_bef78cf5_0e5b_407e_9e70_7af6cbe][bookmark: _PAR__2_9a7e63f7_c568_45a8_8207_3621db94]L.D. 669
[bookmark: _PAR__3_77eb4ddd_6242_4742_b7f2_21d92405]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_d9b9dee1_fe16_4839_afc7_f8cbce9f]LABOR 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_76b6e2bd_7584_45b4_8eaf_44773c2a]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_87d09216_84be_46de_8cba_537e1e97]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_234c283a_d7cb_48be_805e_73c6106b]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_6f8f7260_39b7_4b1b_9fae_cbd1d17c]132ND LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_85f0f378_adf3_4d9c_8653_39ea4722]SECOND REGULAR SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_2ceaeb1e_94ee_4f8d_9fdb_e9ba2f9]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 437, L.D. 669, “An Act Regarding Labor”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__ee680553_715a_4786_b936_0f][bookmark: _PAR__11_fefe451a_7a3e_4658_b826_8fa4d85]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_90264942_e60c_47b5_89d3_f55686f]'An Act to Provide a Death Benefit for Department of Transportation Workers'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__f486bb5d_890e_49b3_8702_50][bookmark: _PAR__13_60fa5e7b_de0e_4e2e_a15c_a5cda5e]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_e37124e6_9cfc_48ce_a3ba_f023944]'Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §1532, sub-§6, as amended by PL 2019, c. 658, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_a2154fce_e8bc_4614_ac8a_1eb7794]6.  Death benefits.  The Governor shall allocate funds from the stabilization fund as needed to pay benefits due pursuant to Title 25, chapter 195‑A. Allocations may be made upon written request of the Chief of the State Police, the State Fire Marshal, the Director of Maine Emergency Medical Services or, the Commissioner of Corrections or the Commissioner of Transportation and after consultation with the State Budget Officer.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_6ff172a8_9de6_4aee_bfc8_93fd46f]Sec. 2.  25 MRSA c. 195-A, headnote is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_133d70e7_b924_45bd_bab6_258c862]CHAPTER 195-A
[bookmark: _PAR__18_94fd2679_72da_45ec_8548_2cf921f]DEATH BENEFITS FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS, FIREFIGHTERS, EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES PERSONS, DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS AND CORRECTIONS OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION EMPLOYEES WHO DIE WHILE IN THE LINE OF DUTY
[bookmark: _PAR__19_cb672f8c_d16b_4c0e_a20b_93fa68a]Sec. 3.  25 MRSA §1611, sub-§1-D is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__20_16dc0a89_43dd_4b9c_a9d8_826ad82]1-D.  Department of Transportation employee.  "Department of Transportation employee" means a person who is employed by the Department of Transportation and who performs official duties:
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_990e68ef_89f9_4485_abf6_b0d6e03][bookmark: _PAR__2_063f7d37_4d5d_4d03_baf0_c3a47ead]A. On state or state aid highways;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_c2d15a11_297b_41d5_acfa_9e7b030a]B. On bridges, culverts and related structures;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_b4e2313e_4ecc_4e7d_b225_3124e167]C. On rail, port, aviation or transportation facilities under the authority or supervision of the Department of Transportation;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_1c206596_67c8_4c4d_a684_37356629]D. In transportation construction or maintenance zones; or
[bookmark: _PAR__6_94b600a2_05da_443f_b37f_d8544e4f]E. On any other transportation project or property owned, maintained or administered by the Department of Transportation.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_4bcec514_9efa_4031_a8fc_049f66f8]A Department of Transportation employee is considered to be performing official duties when acting within the scope of employment or authorization by the Department of Transportation.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_23664c54_272a_4e4e_9c4e_ccb8b40f]Sec. 4.  25 MRSA §1612, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2023, c. 433, §4, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_e09248ca_67a9_4cec_a62f_9bf3f4a5]1.  Amount; recipients.  In a case in which the chief determines under rules adopted pursuant to this section that a law enforcement officer has died while in the line of duty, in a case in which the State Fire Marshal determines under rules adopted pursuant to this section that a firefighter has died while in the line of duty, in a case in which the director determines under rules adopted pursuant to this section that an emergency medical services person has died while in the line of duty or, in a case in which the Commissioner of Corrections determines under rules adopted pursuant to this section that a Department of Corrections law enforcement officer or corrections officer has died while in the line of duty prior to July 1, 2021 or in a case in which the Commissioner of Transportation determines under rules adopted pursuant to this section that a Department of Transportation employee has died while performing official duties, the State shall pay a benefit of $100,000. When determining whether an individual has died while in the line of duty, the chief, the State Fire Marshal, the director or the Commissioner of Corrections, as applicable, shall evaluate whether an individual who died by suicide died as a result of events or actions experienced by the individual while in the line of duty.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_590ee425_916d_4a54_96df_2cf3e4a]Beginning July 1, 2021 and annually thereafter, the benefit amount must be indexed to the Consumer Price Index whenever there is a percentage increase in the Consumer Price Index from July 1st to June 30th of the previous year.  A firefighter, law enforcement officer, emergency medical services person, Department of Corrections law enforcement officer or corrections officer who dies while in the line of duty, or a Department of Transportation employee who dies while performing official duties, must be paid the benefit amount as indexed immediately prior to that firefighter's, law enforcement officer's, emergency medical services person's, Department of Corrections law enforcement officer's or corrections officer's or Department of Transportation employee's death.  The Department of Administrative and Financial Services shall adopt rules to calculate the annual percentage increase in the death benefit.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_00d281b6_6793_44a9_92ad_ea5c3ca]The State shall pay the benefit as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_2b7fbb70_55a1_4b6e_8c81_2adbd6d]A.  If there is no surviving child of the firefighter, law enforcement officer, emergency medical services person, Department of Corrections law enforcement officer or corrections officer or Department of Transportation employee, to the surviving spouse of the person;
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_6f536694_34bc_4436_b17c_031f4d1][bookmark: _PAR__2_00a027bf_b1ea_4cd4_8dbc_212a996c]B.  If there is a surviving child or children and a surviving spouse of the firefighter, law enforcement officer, emergency medical services person, Department of Corrections law enforcement officer or corrections officer or Department of Transportation employee, 1/2 to the surviving child or children in equal shares and 1/2 to the surviving spouse;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_045ebb67_de72_4804_9897_53b217d2]C.  If there is no surviving spouse of the firefighter, law enforcement officer, emergency medical services person, Department of Corrections law enforcement officer or corrections officer or Department of Transportation employee, to the child or children in equal shares; or
[bookmark: _PAR__4_9c9504ad_c3b4_4e3d_8899_945277ca]D.  If there is no surviving child or spouse, to the parent or parents of the firefighter, law enforcement officer, emergency medical services person, Department of Corrections law enforcement officer or corrections officer or Department of Transportation employee in equal shares.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_deef1ed2_5a5e_4027_bfad_e6f4f263]Sec. 5.  25 MRSA §1612, sub-§2, ¶E is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_0eb0e0c7_24a9_45bd_a81f_a9301c85]E.  When the Commissioner of Transportation determines upon showing of need and prior to final action that the death of a Department of Transportation employee is a death for which a benefit will probably be paid, the commissioner may make an interim benefit payment not exceeding $3,000 to the individual or individuals entitled to receive a benefit under subsection 1 in the manner set out in subsection 1.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_cdffd163_974b_496a_a25b_346d76dd]Sec. 6.  25 MRSA §1612, sub-§4, as amended by PL 2023, c. 433, §7, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_a7e31036_8f67_4838_ba65_366ba5db]4.  Repayment of interim payment; waiver.  If a final benefit is not paid, the recipient or recipients of any interim payment under subsection 2 are liable for repayment of the amount received.  The State Fire Marshal in the case of a firefighter, the chief in the case of a law enforcement officer, the director in the case of an emergency medical services person or, the Commissioner of Corrections in the case of a Department of Corrections law enforcement officer or a corrections officer or the Commissioner of Transportation in the case of a Department of Transportation employee may waive all or part of the repayment if that official determines that undue hardship would result from that repayment.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_85dd6307_6413_4d4f_a34e_91759256]Sec. 7.  25 MRSA §1612, sub-§8, as amended by PL 2019, c. 658, §6, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__10_83bda54f_e6ac_4403_9996_e237d92]8.  Rulemaking.  The State Fire Marshal, the chief, the Emergency Medical Services' Board and, the Department of Corrections and the Department of Transportation shall adopt rules to carry out the purposes of this section, except that the Department of Administrative and Financial Services shall adopt rules as required by subsection 1.  Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_8932b037_34d7_4b9a_a575_46443bc]Sec. 8. State shall pay death benefits to families of James Brown and Dwayne Campbell. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the State shall pay a death benefit in the amount of $100,000 to the family of James Brown and in the amount of $100,000 to the family of Dwayne Campbell from the Maine Budget Stabilization Fund, as established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 1532, indexed to the Consumer Price Index, as defined in Title 25, section 1611, subsection 1-A and as described in Title 25, section 1612, subsection 1.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__1d075116_dc30_4d02_92b3_96][bookmark: _PAGE__4_ef2e0d09_41f9_4f15_a5ed_55a0e6c][bookmark: _PAR__2_b44f6a32_994b_4d9b_ad9b_900bedd8]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__a2a50094_b6d3_4e6f_a1de_2a3ecf][bookmark: _PAR__3_51738cb1_df87_47bb_be2e_f2c9fa6c]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__4_aa0366b4_9c21_440c_a7fd_db34463c]This amendment replaces the bill, which is a concept draft, and changes the title. The amendment adds Department of Transportation employees who die while performing official duties to the list of eligible persons whose families may receive a death benefit payment. The amendment removes the requirement in current law that the Department of Administrative and Financial Services adopt rules to calculate the annual percentage increase in the death benefit. The amendment requires the State to pay a death benefit to the families of Department of Transportation employees James Brown and Dwayne Campbell, who died January 13, 2026.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__bdc24993_b445_46c][bookmark: _PAR__5_9dfbecc7_f6a2_4710_acf8_34b2d735]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__6_5f6bbba9_5fef_4f35_82b6_937b884a](See attached)
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