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[bookmark: _PAR__10_2b1e769f_6143_4c61_bc6a_d2ae508]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 424, L.D. 656, “An Act to Save Tax Dollars in Maine's Elections by Amending the Laws Governing When a Ranked-choice Voting Count Must Be Conducted”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__aa6b73a9_7b62_41c2_bd50_36][bookmark: _PAR__11_a1e03795_93ce_4ec1_8525_f329fb2]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_a805f438_c907_4d8f_8ee2_016672f]'Sec. 1.  21-A MRSA §723-A, sub-§1, ¶A, as repealed by PL 2023, c. 304, Pt. A, §14, is reenacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_cfefebe3_f7c0_4b28_a308_c4e8412]A.  "Batch elimination" means the simultaneous defeat of multiple candidates for whom it is mathematically impossible to be elected.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_0c95d397_aff4_420e_8a8c_2b41480]Sec. 2.  21-A MRSA §723-A, sub-§1, ¶G-1 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_3498fb5d_213d_4285_baab_34b555c]G-1.  "Mathematically impossible to be elected" means:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_4f6b2bbf_e4d0_4c64_9245_242080e](1)  A candidate cannot be elected because the vote total for the candidate in a round of the ranked-choice voting count plus all votes that could possibly be transferred to the candidate in future rounds of the ranked-choice voting count is not enough to surpass the candidate with the next higher vote total in the round; or
[bookmark: _PAR__17_70b56a41_3797_492e_9e44_b85e78c](2)  The vote total for a candidate is lower than the vote total for a candidate described in subparagraph (1).
[bookmark: _PAR__18_448b6010_4e7a_46a8_a86c_f388640]Sec. 3.  21-A MRSA §723-A, sub-§2, as amended by PL 2023, c. 628, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__19_3cfbfc15_fc4d_4f60_9ed1_c0a62d1][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__49d4a616_7123_4cee_b43e_764][bookmark: _PAGE__2_450f9e80_7d88_40ce_8a15_667ba64][bookmark: _PAR__2_65d42139_ee61_4bc4_a19b_aeab0ba4]2.  Procedures.  Except as provided in subsections 3, 4 and 7, the following procedures are used to determine the winner of an election determined by ranked-choice voting.  The ranked‑choice voting count must proceed in rounds.  In each round, the number of votes for each continuing candidate must be counted.  Each continuing ballot counts as one vote for its highest-ranked continuing candidate for that round.  If a continuing ballot contains a skipped ranking in that round, the ballot is not counted in that round in the total number of votes cast used to determine the winner of the election.  Exhausted ballots are not counted for any continuing candidate.  The round then ends with one of the following 2 potential outcomes.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_78b0b156_00b2_4028_8113_f9632e52]A.  If there are 2 or fewer continuing candidates, the candidate with the most votes is declared the winner of the election.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_ee9f206a_c2f5_476e_b4a5_e0eb04c1]B.  If there are more than 2 continuing candidates, the last-place candidate is removed from consideration and a new round begins.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_3118a2d9_0549_46f3_83f9_4695d961]Sec. 4.  21-A MRSA §723-A, sub-§4, ¶C is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_2c0bdcb9_3aed_45eb_9b3c_cd59e600]C.  Two or more candidates may be defeated simultaneously by batch elimination in any round.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_6327b6b0_d658_4ac9_b874_0256259a]Sec. 5.  21-A MRSA §723-A, sub-§5-B, as amended by PL 2023, c. 304, Pt. A, §18 and affected by §39, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_38ba9898_5d7c_4840_b1d4_d01b534d]5-B.  Presidential primary elections; selection of delegates.  Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, for presidential primary elections, batch elimination may not be used for any candidate with more than 100 votes, tabulation must continue until only 2 continuing candidates remain, separate tabulations must be conducted statewide and for each congressional district and selection and allocation of delegates to a party's national presidential nominating convention must be in accordance with any reasonable procedures established at the state party convention, except that unenrolled voters who participate in the party's primary election must be considered members of the party for purposes of allocating delegates.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__fd3b8571_1659_4be4_8f16_1c][bookmark: _PAR__9_a4be36a4_d031_4dd1_a2bf_aeb11905]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__e56588d9_4a8d_4dbb_8522_86158c][bookmark: _PAR__10_06360d26_3072_4cc5_9f7f_cc51b4c]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__11_ada8b8e4_cbd6_493f_b743_003371a]This amendment replaces the bill.  The amendment reestablishes batch elimination, which is defined as the simultaneous defeat of multiple candidates who cannot be elected because a candidate's vote total in a round of the ranked-choice voting count plus all votes that could possibly be transferred to the candidate in future rounds from candidates with fewer votes or an equal number of votes would not be enough to surpass the candidate with the next higher vote total in the round and any candidates with a lower vote total than the one described.  The ranked-choice voting count is permitted to be modified to allow for batch elimination of 2 or more candidates in any round of tabulation, except that in presidential primary elections, batch elimination may not be used for any candidates with more than 100 votes.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_d040ca74_2111_4220_86f4_74c3a08]The amendment also amends the procedures for the ranked-choice voting count to include that if a continuing ballot contains a skipped ranking in that round, the ballot is not counted in that round in the total number of votes cast used to determine the winner of the election.
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