130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Establish a Working Farmland Access and Protection Program within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry and a Working Farmland Access and Protection Fund within the Land for Maine's Future Program
L.D. 568
An Act To Establish a Working Farmland Access and Protection Program within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry and a Working Farmland Access and Protection Fund within the Land for Maine's Future Program
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__1c57651c_cb47_4829_ad87_56][bookmark: _PAGE__1_064b3453_7de3_4a33_93f1_25cb1e5][bookmark: _PAR__2_f73bd6ad_617f_4eb9_971a_63c0dee8]L.D. 568
[bookmark: _PAR__3_78031fb7_feb7_4605_8b26_f971b16d]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_143b5991_bd3f_4962_83e1_ff4965db]AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_f4a43638_a1f2_4ae7_9d12_60d4bc29]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_8bba5ae9_c17d_4fbf_af1b_c5688bd1]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_aabbc186_3c52_409e_af42_6cbffaba]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_4f793b06_016a_43d4_a862_b1c73256]130TH LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_41feb73e_6bf5_4bf8_8527_d99a3ec1]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_f48b39f4_0abe_41f9_84ad_02dce90]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 413, L.D. 568, “An Act To Establish a Working Farmland Access and Protection Program within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry and a Working Farmland Access and Protection Fund within the Land for Maine's Future Program”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__165d0d90_6437_4772_a1a9_99][bookmark: _PAR__11_aab26292_304c_4fb0_bbde_b8e193f]Amend the bill by striking out all of section 3 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_9da4261e_5de1_419f_892e_f25ff70]'Sec. 3.  5 MRSA §6203, sub-§3, as amended by PL 2021, c. 33, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_1bbcbaae_2b5a_42b6_b4ea_1cfc0bd]3.  Fund proceeds.  The proceeds of the Land for Maine's Future Fund may be applied and expended to:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_0df70bb3_14db_4fe3_b841_a44a35b]A.  Acquire property or an interest in property that is determined by the board to be of state significance under the guidelines of this chapter;
[bookmark: _PAR__15_9b333205_3e15_4e75_abef_a789924]B.  When interest in land is acquired with proceeds from the Land for Maine's Future Fund, fund minor capital improvements on such lands and on adjoining lands in the same ownership or under the same management to improve accessibility, as long as these improvements do not exceed 5% of the appraised value of the acquired property; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_9bd99d1f_cc55_4ed7_a876_96b1f07]C.  When interest in farmland is acquired with proceeds from the Land for Maine's Future Fund, fund the development of a business plan and capital improvements to provide for the land's continuing use as a working farm, as long as these improvements do not exceed 5% of the appraised value of the acquired property.  Capital improvements under this paragraph may also be made on adjoining farmland in the same ownership or under the same management; and
[bookmark: _PAR__17_8c36bb75_3a4d_48f5_ae0a_a3c9a1e]D.  When land or interest in land is acquired with proceeds from the Land for Maine's Future Fund, fund minor capital investments in the stewardship and management of that land.  Stewardship and management investments under this paragraph must be held in a dedicated stewardship endowment and identified for use on the funded property.  Stewardship and management investments may not exceed 5% of the appraised value of the acquired property.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__180e2ef5_1d1b_465f_ae8a_35][bookmark: _PAGE__2_6b67692c_2fc4_4162_b33e_dc86b37][bookmark: _PAR__2_98900345_2588_417f_8127_56ecbc36]Amend the bill in section 5 in §164 in subsection 3 in paragraph G in the last line (page 4, line 13 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "and"
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__cd221e54_d7db_4af0_a3c0_06][bookmark: _PAR__3_7d9e2a68_28e6_4576_803c_ce409e30]Amend the bill in section 5 in §164 in subsection 3 in paragraph H in the last line (page 4, line 16 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "." and inserting the following: '; and'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a51cbcfd_da88_4b86_9c59_d7][bookmark: _PAR__4_9d37d241_37d3_416c_9678_cdb54e28]Amend the bill in section 5 in §164 in subsection 3 by inserting after paragraph H the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_6637dde7_61f8_46c0_89a7_d4a5b81f]'I.  Whether the applicant is from or serving an underserved or underprivileged community as defined by the department by rule.  Rules adopted under this paragraph are routine technical rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b7f1f947_841c_4380_9596_42][bookmark: _PAR__6_bd83a030_72a6_4b57_8730_83efa699]Amend the bill by inserting after section 5 the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_8e3fc312_65fc_43cd_a658_c26ed730]'Sec. 6.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_0d40ff8f_3172_43b5_8a14_0767996c]AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__9_dd0573e9_ee6a_4bd2_a920_d90e4c88]Maine Working Farmland Access and Protection Fund  N360
[bookmark: _PAR__10_2df1e829_f026_4cd6_81f7_bf6e6b0]Initiative: Provides a base allocation to establish the Maine Working Farmland Access and Protection Fund to allow expenditure of contributions received from private and public sources for the acquisition of property or interests in property that are designed to protect access to working farmland.
	[bookmark: _PAR__11_9ba712c6_e00f_4351_b0f4_45f1444][bookmark: _LINE__19_2d512767_c457_4308_ba10_9ae34b]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_82341e69_92ae_4b3d_8242_f64097]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_b63f9975_6303_4e89_a0f3_758375]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__20_ea0eebea_a26c_4bb5_b707_ebb9ff]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_b8e15878_b4d3_4414_86f1_e2d6d3]$500
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_c8d0723c_b672_4d6d_b42b_f74637]$500

	[bookmark: _LINE__21_b5de5d33_8981_4c27_a130_3d8486] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_28ad7cb7_0e0f_45e8_9369_5f9d53]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_51010f6e_967c_4e08_82cb_68092e]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__22_38d37740_553f_474f_b1f5_91d5c5]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_85f216d7_c3df_42ba_aaa2_c422a3]$500
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_c500082e_e2b8_41e1_9e90_c57a43]$500


[bookmark: _PAR__12_6d53b0f7_20dd_4d53_affa_4ba27ab]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__05e6400d_2fc1_4018_95c6_a7][bookmark: _PAR__13_13768a04_c1ec_4019_a973_df4f105]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__4d16a2fb_7946_4de0_9f59_208be8][bookmark: _PAR__14_d24e0657_8277_48d8_ab14_19d60fc]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__15_8ed15935_8966_4d1c_8a77_5314f3e]The bill specifies the selection criteria with which to evaluate applications for protection of working farmland property under the Maine Working Farmland Access and Protection Program.  This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, provides that consideration must be given to applicants from or serving underserved or underprivileged communities.  The amendment also includes technical changes to reflect changes made by Public Law 2021, chapter 33.  The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__7a90d6b0_e38f_4a3][bookmark: _PAR__16_b55d0416_c683_4068_bf2f_26227fa]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__17_ef3716ea_ccad_4829_a618_b28934f](See attached)
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