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[bookmark: _PAR__10_0e47af29_f35f_484d_8564_3987122]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 370, L.D. 507, “An Act To Improve Consumer Protections for Community Solar Projects”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__f8468593_c9ae_4519_ad31_9d][bookmark: _PAR__11_9d612d2c_8f6d_492f_b58c_56d5c0f]Amend the bill by striking out all of section 2 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_99ba39cd_0926_437a_9040_05a6fb6]'Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §3209-A, sub-§5 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_60fe524b_d2df_45f4_b0e7_8373ae7]5.  Consumer protection.  To protect customers who participate in or are solicited to participate in a net energy billing arrangement based upon a shared financial interest in a distributed generation resource from fraud or unfair and deceptive business practices, a project sponsor:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_17c6758a_b1ab_41bf_a131_fe66452]A.  Must obtain a customer's explicit affirmative authorization before serving the customer;
[bookmark: _PAR__15_c46fba3c_da6d_416e_a7f6_edd864c]B.  Must provide to a residential customer such information as the commission may require by rule or order in a standard disclosure form before entering into an agreement with the residential customer to participate in a net energy billing arrangement based upon a shared financial interest in a distributed generation resource; 
[bookmark: _PAR__16_deb9655e_91f3_4c95_999e_df402b8]C.  Must allow a customer to rescind the customer’s decision to participate in a net energy billing arrangement based upon a shared financial interest in a distributed generation resource, as long as the customer requests such rescission orally or in writing within 5 days of the customer’s receipt of the first bill or invoice under the arrangement that the customer is responsible for paying in full;
[bookmark: _PAR__17_e4bcec48_d199_46f5_9575_aace198]D.  May not collect or seek to collect unreasonable costs from a customer who is in default;
[bookmark: _PAR__18_83f39424_de6a_42ae_b91c_aaa4044]E.  Must comply with any other applicable standards or requirements adopted by the commission by rule or order;
[bookmark: _PAR__19_b4ec4d49_8f6c_4a89_9ca8_bbc46e4][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__00c2fee3_153c_4694_bd86_4eb][bookmark: _PAGE__2_6bcf9215_35cf_439e_94b2_20a7b21][bookmark: _PAR__2_4e29fef6_d344_43a6_9788_8eb75394]F.  May not release to any other entity, other than for purposes of debt collection or credit reporting pursuant to state and federal law or to law enforcement agencies pursuant to lawful process, any personal information regarding a customer, including name, address, telephone number and usage and historical payment information, without the explicit affirmative consent of the customer;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_09b9e72e_9cd0_403e_a7b0_3fd72302]G.  Must comply with the Maine Unfair Trade Practices Act;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_01cb8906_bd6b_4a86_8d7e_61480268]H.  Must comply with all applicable provisions of the federal Equal Credit Opportunity Act, 15 United States Code, Sections 1691 to 1691f; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_108b204f_afe9_48f9_9a0b_7665a0eb]I.  Must comply with all federal and state laws, federal regulations and state rules regarding the prohibition or limitation of telemarketing.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__907f28cd_48fa_45bb_b074_3a][bookmark: _PAR__6_9443c5f6_3169_401d_9687_02d27945]Sec. 3.  35-A MRSA §3209-A, sub-§6 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_11fea4d3_767d_418a_a065_e7a1896d]6.  Enforcement.  The commission, through its own counsel or through the Attorney General, may apply to the Superior Court of any county of the State to enforce any lawful order made or action taken by the commission pursuant to subsection 5, paragraphs A to E, and the court may issue any preliminary or final order that the court determines proper.  The commission may impose administrative penalties under chapter 15 upon a project sponsor and may order restitution for any party injured by a violation for which a penalty may be assessed pursuant to chapter 15.  If the commission has reason to believe a project sponsor has violated subsection 5, paragraphs F to I, the commission shall report this information to the Attorney General for appropriate action.  A violation of subsection 5 is a violation of the Maine Unfair Trade Practices Act.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_c1979ec9_5e93_4d98_9128_14a0ba3b]Sec. 4.  Net energy billing; consumer protection rules.  Notwithstanding the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3209-A, rules initially adopted by the Public Utilities Commission to implement this Act are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.  Amendments or changes to those rules after that initial adoption are major substantive rules in accordance with Title 35-A, section 3209-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_e9cad62b_efb0_4f2d_956b_c35340a2]Sec. 5.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
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[bookmark: _PAR__12_8dacd5b0_26d3_4209_8353_e0fd850]Initiative: Provides allocations for one Staff Attorney position and 2 Senior Consumer Assistance Specialist positions and associated All Other costs.
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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__1bc113fd_9df6_4740_a4e7_56][bookmark: _PAR__15_de8f9a00_3a84_4412_8ee5_fdd169c]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
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[bookmark: _PAR__17_b6c7b409_1cf8_4a59_9787_2e6dbf5][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__cc126287_9367_430d_a596_f85][bookmark: _PAGE__3_5a0d3a14_5851_4de1_86b8_90a8b12][bookmark: _PAR__2_412711d3_bea0_4d76_9827_4fc09c68]This amendment clarifies the enforcement of provisions governing project sponsors in order to protect a customer who participates in or is solicited to participate in a net energy billing arrangement based upon a shared financial interest in a distributed generation resource from fraud and other unfair and deceptive business practices.  It specifies the provisions that are the responsibility of the Public Utilities Commission to enforce and requires that the commission report to the Attorney General for any suspected violations of other specified provisions.  It also specifies that any violation of the provisions governing project sponsors is a violation of the Maine Unfair Trade Practices Act.  Lastly, it allows the commission to adopt consumer protection provisions in its net energy billing rules as routine technical rules on a one-time basis.
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