131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Establish the Maine State Flag Commission
L.D. 471
An Act to Make Necessary Changes to State Law
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__053f22aa_52b2_4884_a7bf_d6][bookmark: _PAGE__1_576cb640_c1e9_4a41_a5a1_95820e2][bookmark: _PAR__2_2b536601_ba5d_4807_b33b_33f0b946]L.D. 471
[bookmark: _PAR__3_47daa5ce_f649_4389_9f7e_10b11015]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_119be619_d81a_4a54_9685_214ede0e]STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_7e746f94_b7ab_45cf_a2fb_6809d29b]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_2091a7a7_15b8_4129_87e5_2e8b81fc]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_235fcdbe_e7f1_4a49_a635_06969d99]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_e789f9cb_52cf_4f15_bd69_4327b54a]131ST LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_bb10241d_bc7d_4ca5_953d_7c8fa143]SECOND REGULAR SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_192978ca_5284_4f04_9266_d9bfe0e]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 288, L.D. 471, “An Act to Make Necessary Changes to State Law”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b104a090_0fe1_4910_bccb_34][bookmark: _PAR__11_951ffa03_42cc_4b22_ab63_f57e3ef]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_1d1d5211_e3de_427f_bfb6_ad35055]'An Act to Establish the Maine State Flag Commission'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d5bea83f_660a_47e2_b512_9d][bookmark: _PAR__13_f0bd17f0_fd49_4e53_83c9_f50226f]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_5c5c1958_8acf_4aa1_9965_f1b01aa]'Sec. 1.  PL 2023, c. 487, §3 is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_f77e0ab5_007e_4be1_9c33_abf1b05]Sec. 3.  Statutory referendum procedure; submission at election; form of question; effective date.  This Act must be submitted to the legal voters of the State at a statewide election held in the month of November following passage of this Act 2026.  The municipal officers of this State shall notify the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet, in the manner prescribed by law for holding a statewide election, to vote on the acceptance or rejection of this Act by voting on the following question:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_92810b60_a365_4053_a8e1_dd12416]"Do you favor making the former state flag, replaced as the official flag of the State in 1909 and commonly known as the Pine Tree Flag, the official flag of the State?"
[bookmark: _PAR__17_94abf56f_ba4b_40e9_82ee_68f7c79]The legal voters of each city, town and plantation shall vote by ballot on this question and designate their choice by a cross or check mark placed within a corresponding square below the word "Yes" or "No."  The ballots must be received, sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation meetings and returns made to the Secretary of State in the same manner as votes for members of the Legislature.  The Governor shall review the returns.  If a majority of the legal votes are cast in favor of this Act, the Governor shall proclaim the result without delay and this Act becomes effective 30 days after the date of the proclamation.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_741241ec_2115_4c81_a8e5_32f8329][bookmark: _PAR__2_30f68976_a180_4050_b84b_87980d90]The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish to each city, town and plantation all ballots, returns and copies of this Act necessary to carry out the purposes of this referendum.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_cd6fc98f_f7b6_4ca4_abaa_de864614]Sec. 2. Commission established.  The Maine State Flag Commission, referred to in this Act as “the commission,” is established to assist the Secretary of State in approving the design of the former state flag, replaced as the official state flag in 1909, to be subject to the referendum question pursuant to Public Law 2023, chapter 487, section 3, as amended by this Act.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_c7b4e27d_d03c_42af_b69c_8a41335f]1.  Commission membership.  The commission consists of 5 members as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_c5ba9cc3_b53d_4bff_a03c_4c4763f5]A.  The Secretary of State or the Secretary of State's designee; 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_4a57f4f0_4bae_4203_892f_1642e00b]B.  The State Archivist or the State Archivist’s designee; 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_e110481e_e7e3_41b4_99ee_7fa8e46f]C.  A representative with expertise in vexillology appointed by the Secretary of State;
[bookmark: _PAR__8_c79adbd2_a43c_4048_b7b4_b8d48ea5]D.  A representative with expertise in graphic design appointed by the Secretary of State; and
[bookmark: _PAR__9_b0f586c5_e9bb_47b6_b54a_800597a7]E.  A representative of a statewide organization that promotes arts and culture in the State appointed by the President of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_f8a30ce5_cb6d_4735_93a8_50707a8]2.  Appointment terms; vacancies; chair; convening of commission.  The appointed members under subsection 1 serve until June 30, 2026.  A vacancy must be filled in the same manner as the original appointment.  The Secretary of State, or the secretary’s designee, shall serve as the chair and convene meetings of the commission.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_5bff3eba_e791_4f14_92ed_ab78170]3.  Duties.  The commission shall assist the Secretary of State in developing and coordinating the design of the official state flag subject to referendum in 2026.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_a01aa268_4fe4_4611_ba8d_a6960c3]4.  Staff.  The Secretary of State may employ administrative staff to serve the commission.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_09ac993b_d439_4e5a_ac34_78372c5]5.  Meetings.  The commission shall determine the frequency of meetings, which may include a public hearing.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__77134300_b704_408f_9451_2d][bookmark: _PAR__14_39730fc8_3c1c_4a3c_9d9b_7578295]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__2bb6e04c_2fef_4b85_8e35_c71695][bookmark: _PAR__15_4d8373ae_12c8_452c_84ae_02da1c7]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__16_68963306_ab49_481b_bc25_02211c3]This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, replaces the bill, which is a concept draft, and changes the title.  It establishes the 5member Maine State Flag Commission to assist the Secretary of State in approving the design of the former state flag subject to the referendum question pursuant to Public Law 2023, chapter 487, section 3.   It changes the date of the referendum question from November 2024 to November 2026.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__d3b47264_fb88_4e4][bookmark: _PAR__17_ac3fd407_3314_4a18_a7b9_b3209e5]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__18_8ef5bfac_cfb8_4bcf_b977_1a1b9c8](See attached)
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