130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Improve the Child Welfare System
L.D. 393
An Act To Amend the Laws Regarding Health and Human Services
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__9d811668_6282_4a9d_b0f9_2f][bookmark: _PAGE__1_261a1a44_f253_4630_a427_1e36fd6][bookmark: _PAR__2_5440d075_cd83_41c4_9549_80324a32]L.D. 393
[bookmark: _PAR__3_16aa0e2f_aaee_44af_815e_a60108d8]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_5dc16ba1_a9a2_47ac_b6ae_c7a2519c]HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_a2af2fbe_9dbd_4aa1_8bf2_37a5d1d1]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_caf87f7e_b082_478a_8fd9_ac30da5e]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_b936bc14_7ab6_4877_9058_685cebd4]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_8b6bb88d_2940_48b4_bda1_7645be89]130TH LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_18d95e3d_f794_4ad2_9f77_978e25c9]SECOND REGULAR SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_e88d77e9_d9a4_4deb_8dae_75ea591]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 277, L.D. 393, “An Act To Amend the Laws Regarding Health and Human Services”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__57814216_49c1_4f4a_af89_5b][bookmark: _PAR__11_915021c2_44d7_4792_8624_85bed8f]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_8bd9e08e_1d71_4868_b470_594b820]'An Act To Improve the Child Welfare System'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__02da4f99_2e38_4736_afe9_5b][bookmark: _PAR__13_073e77db_4f9d_40af_ab61_c12b797]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_2826c1d5_6db5_4563_8e55_f2d0c61]'Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §4066, sub-§2-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_0556956f_495a_42d2_b2c6_057576b]2-A.  Contingency fund expenditures.  A summary of expenditures from the Child Protective Services Contingency Fund established in section 4004, subsection 1, paragraph D, including annual spending, purposes for expenditures and ranges of expenditures for families;
[bookmark: _PAR__16_062ae3be_45a5_474e_9612_4555688]Sec. 2.  Department of Health and Human Services to prioritize and ensure supportive services.  The Department of Health and Human Services shall study the ability of the State to allow a parent whose minor child was removed from the home but who is engaged in rehabilitation and reunification services to continue to receive services for which the parent was eligible before the child was removed from custody and to receive priority for services for which there is a waiting list and that are critical to allowing families to transition out of the child welfare system.  As part of this study, the department shall examine the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_91bbc223_f8f4_4cf1_9bd4_549c0f6]1.  The extent to which a parent may continue to receive services, including but not limited to transportation, child care, housing assistance and home visiting services, at the same level for which the parent was eligible before the child was removed from custody under relevant federal and state laws; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_62b6cf3d_c718_4970_b37c_516e6f6]2.  The extent to which families, including both children and parents, can be prioritized for services that have waiting lists, including but not limited to housing vouchers, behavioral health services and substance use disorder treatment, that are necessary for allowing families to transition out of the child welfare system.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_ba33d1f2_71e1_4ddd_a66d_9338b22][bookmark: _PAR__2_31d07ba7_31dc_4802_93b4_7d845632]The Department of Health and Human Services shall submit a report with its findings and recommendations, including any recommended legislation, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters no later than February 1, 2023.  The joint standing committee is authorized to report out legislation to the First Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_e0fe22a3_7291_4751_b6c7_76487154]Sec. 3.  Department of Health and Human Services, special projects manager to prevent child abuse and neglect.  The Commissioner of Health and Human Services shall establish within the Department of Health and Human Services a special projects manager position for the prevention of child abuse and neglect.  The special projects manager shall:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_f07ab40e_dd1a_4bbc_90b8_31431401]1.  Coordinate the organization of efforts within the department and across state agencies to prevent and reduce the incidence of child abuse and neglect;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_f403ff1d_9131_4120_a836_bd6ea769]2.  Lead the development, implementation and oversight of a comprehensive statewide child abuse and neglect prevention plan;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_d4e7823b_4a3c_4980_bc75_54024ffe]3.  Support the coordination of resources and activities across state agencies to strengthen and support families and reduce the likelihood of child abuse and neglect; 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_f6068952_bfa4_4e6b_9692_472f6ebf]4.  Work with community-based organizations to coordinate initiatives, programs and activities that prevent child abuse and neglect and foster understanding, appreciation and knowledge of diverse populations across state agencies and in the community in order to effectively prevent and address child abuse and neglect across diverse racial, economic and geographic populations; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_432c6bb9_2c03_4392_b31b_4e0005bb]5.  Engage with multiple stakeholders, including state agency leaders; the Director of the Office of Child and Family Services, the Director of the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention and the associate director of child welfare within the Department of Health and Human Services; child welfare district managers and caseworkers; community service providers; parents and kinship and resource families; and youth. 
[bookmark: _PAR__9_fd60b8d2_4151_42f5_ba26_37987c2a]The Commissioner of Health and Human Services shall assign to the special projects manager additional duties and assignments based on the development and progression of the cross-agency statewide prevention plan and priorities of the commissioner related to the prevention of child abuse and neglect.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_7f6bc6bc_4839_4948_af3c_4d4a8bc]Sec. 4.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_894421a3_9a37_4504_907a_4d1ef8f]HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__12_b19f963c_6d6c_4ac0_8a5b_4a423f6]Department of Health and Human Services Central Operations 0142
[bookmark: _PAR__13_8c988cf1_f176_4f54_9f1f_67c46b7]Initiative: Provides funding for one Social Services Manager I position to coordinate the organization of child abuse and neglect prevention initiatives across the department.
	[bookmark: _PAR__14_e9e2401f_a30d_4513_993e_f1952c8][bookmark: _LINE__37_6e4420a6_77cf_4ba4_af40_e24493]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_2c27e707_c3a5_439d_97d4_1d19e9]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_eec582e0_48d6_45d7_bc03_06adc3]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__38_f3c7fded_4eeb_41c7_a472_497127]POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_1d90166f_2d75_4873_9f43_faef87]0.000
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_7e623e31_4fc2_4eda_95c4_a7969b]1.000

	[bookmark: _LINE__39_04a21393_20b7_4d4a_aac6_e237f7]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_654d7650_a4bf_483f_839d_defcc6]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_f812a4ad_f9ec_490f_bf24_22b04b]$121,700

	[bookmark: _LINE__40_63470666_0809_435a_91aa_738f08]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_7a4d727d_0fa9_444f_986b_f4f2d7]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_5623b909_2edf_4169_bd04_922e02]$6,537

	[bookmark: _LINE__41_d4ca5449_f63a_4423_a6da_ca222c] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_546a5d9e_98fb_4a55_bd09_89fb4f]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_4dc82c86_b02b_4a77_9d60_31110a]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__42_6d32ae38_6dcd_49a5_bcf3_2493d7]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__42_c1243edd_f098_4e9a_b519_f72574]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__42_686c0113_7f9d_4886_ba4a_f0edb8]$128,237


[bookmark: _PAGE__3_ad0f3e6b_d26d_48a3_bfc1_3df18f7][bookmark: _PAR__2_b7b51b90_b87c_4e8b_9c13_3c0698c0]IV-E Foster Care/Adoption Assistance 0137
[bookmark: _PAR__3_9c99a5ea_3691_4aa6_9b97_d8b41d8a]Initiative: Provides funding for additional services under the homebuilders program in the Office of Child and Family Services.
	[bookmark: _PAR__4_e048ca29_15d9_4301_aceb_e90fa5d3][bookmark: _LINE__4_c52805a4_954c_4137_8bbe_f2a0a7c]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_d4d2273c_7958_4066_9891_54e1b7a]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_5b9975c9_7aa6_43d2_af1a_2b46e8b]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__5_536440f6_5469_4ca7_a891_3256e59]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_b488f6b9_b7eb_4ba8_8d31_29a830e]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_318bdbf9_1a9f_4765_a2da_71b4d63]$1,000,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__6_d2ff92a5_dc95_40c3_a36d_88cfb5b] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_d2719018_bf6d_4892_ae0c_b59fd97]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_223aa016_70c9_4948_b142_f260cfd]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__7_02de8410_32c5_4065_80cb_34e37c0]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_1ae8f68e_8f77_42d3_bd41_89070ca]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_87fe6e3e_75e0_4814_ba79_e11a125]$1,000,000


[bookmark: _PAR__5_a2faf9a3_2d17_406b_a065_2eb95835]Office of Child and Family Services - Central 0307
[bookmark: _PAR__6_cd48c0e9_b6dd_46d9_87cb_bfee1b89]Initiative: Provides funding for additional services under the parents as teachers program operated through the home visiting program in the Office of Child and Family Services.
	[bookmark: _PAR__7_383a7d4f_e1d1_47ba_996b_c881a121][bookmark: _LINE__11_5c1d0428_2f92_4397_b0d9_f9fc18]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_26a1bebe_2729_4f18_b9ed_ecbce0]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_eb90f44e_948d_48bd_8c89_0a3c29]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__12_46278a9e_a2ec_4d94_8561_84402d]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_c8c704a9_a7d5_4318_80ec_2a3032]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_131d05cd_7781_4fb4_9f02_f8d782]$1,000,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__13_b5ea4890_ec4f_41b1_9e0d_d7a573] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_74614f83_faaa_4e02_8880_2641fd]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_098d1d71_1d86_43c8_932c_2ee627]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__14_f6f9517f_d4a1_472a_ba04_ef396c]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__14_5af922d5_34d6_4bcf_8294_4d0ce8]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__14_7d815ac6_f47d_4529_8862_12b521]$1,000,000


[bookmark: _PAR__8_ac32a877_b82f_4889_93d6_848a92ac]Office of Child and Family Services - Central 0307
[bookmark: _PAR__9_37255b13_f615_41d1_af3d_bcfe5e8a]Initiative: Provides funding to increase the contract for kinship navigators.
	[bookmark: _PAR__10_7064943c_14af_4c48_9903_216dd1d][bookmark: _LINE__17_ae7c6c79_f553_4a84_8edc_39e5b2]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_b4f5a005_0e3a_4fdc_94d6_873abb]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_660c762c_f948_4179_88a6_dd77ab]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__18_024a07b1_ff52_4cbc_8b68_f90016]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_ed03c83c_2eea_4bbe_9675_202dce]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_73dbc08b_df4d_4a29_b9af_a03ae7]$420,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__19_3cfe50ab_d171_422a_8d20_f8e4b5] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_45e0b76e_40dd_4d3d_903c_216d97]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_99aeaf33_230a_4833_ae59_848769]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__20_34d4b647_d2d6_498d_87c7_f0891a]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_63f51cad_2318_4674_ba39_fa58bd]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_3aab7147_290f_46ed_a422_41dc49]$420,000


[bookmark: _PAR__11_a15f03f3_3500_43da_b66c_3ecfab9]Office of Child and Family Services - Central 0307
[bookmark: _PAR__12_c9482fc6_05bd_4064_9c9f_939e0bf]Initiative: Provides funding for temporary assistance to families through the Child Protective Services Contingency Fund.
	[bookmark: _PAR__13_f3049fbf_f13b_4980_bd15_074ab09][bookmark: _LINE__24_2fa4276b_f01b_4333_ac6e_fc8610]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_e6ffe86a_be29_496c_b19b_6b4f8b]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_7132f85a_63d8_413d_96f7_bd8420]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__25_b779d95d_006c_401a_bc0d_381ace]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_910a0f24_596a_4633_99b3_a4b35a]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_3f4cf871_052d_4ba7_919d_cf84bc]$200,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__26_035162f5_b7f3_4d94_a512_f45de3] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_ac990b50_7ac4_46e6_99c4_c533b4]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_bdbbf4e2_719d_476c_8a67_2e91ea]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__27_61da3ec4_5c18_4f4c_adb9_5a3fa4]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_2231ee1c_74b2_492b_ac4a_9d335c]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_d49eb119_a25e_42b0_add7_8f31a9]$200,000


[bookmark: _PAR__14_862621fd_fab8_441d_a91f_e287eed] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__15_c844191c_8956_46f9_a33a_9fb88ac][bookmark: _LINE__29_527a518a_02e7_4694_bdb1_7e497c][bookmark: _LINE__30_ca7afbfa_7002_402d_92e9_a5fb13]HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_caf07927_e69e_4cca_89f4_c6bbdb] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_191765f2_f367_4817_a3fa_3339c8] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__31_0e34577c_6576_4c84_a422_6441bb]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_3e5f8001_e3e4_45c1_b31b_a8d4ad]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_67b96d0e_fc99_42b1_afea_6fec6c]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__32_c016b1f1_e59e_4dda_a1ab_21bb9b] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_5dda90b8_3bdb_4ee3_b2cd_73b972] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_0e739056_b9d3_4d1e_8b86_338421] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__33_55456149_8386_443a_84b8_c56961]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_90cbf85a_e393_4eca_81a4_38409d]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_f81e5fe0_3dbf_4844_a801_882dda]$2,748,237

	[bookmark: _LINE__34_bab21dac_db4a_439c_b58c_39aaa5] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_e1ef274a_eac2_4eb1_87e4_92007f]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_94b1865a_b8e5_440b_9a04_533cb3]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__35_ea7efa1b_a97b_4ff9_9811_ee9f5a]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_db23ae72_5605_4ce0_ab1b_6a413a]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_6467c921_cfea_4788_a27a_f47438]$2,748,237


[bookmark: _PAR__16_aadd8c51_8a6d_4c16_ba38_d14a0e0]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__9c9c6689_d024_4b2c_a3e0_89][bookmark: _PAR__17_176bc547_5c15_48d7_95ab_4cbd887]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__1ccd2d05_fe31_40bf_b7f7_051be9][bookmark: _PAGE__4_efdd037f_7b4d_44ae_bde5_65de456][bookmark: _PAR__2_bf76a130_12c2_4e4b_9366_25d381c3]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__3_4a891447_2323_407e_9246_6ff8fe0a]This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, replaces the bill, which is a concept draft.  The amendment does the following.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_c5ce3f0e_f267_45c3_9f34_cae29f81]1.  It provides $1,000,000 each year for the homebuilders program and $1,000,000 each year for the parents as teachers program operated through the home visiting program of the Department of Health and Human Services.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_9dd7d764_abf5_440b_9087_1bf4c6c0]2.  It provides $420,000 a year to increase the contract the department has for so-called kinship navigators.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_2d51d622_386a_4291_9a8b_bfe21533]3. It requires the department to study the ability of the State to allow a parent whose minor child was removed from the home but who is engaged in rehabilitation and reunification services to continue to receive services for which the parent was eligible before the child was removed from custody and to receive priority for services for which there is a waiting list and that are critical to allowing families to transition out of the child welfare system.  The department is directed to submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters no later than February 1, 2023.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_658246e9_591e_4a0f_b53a_836b2c96]4.  It provides $200,000 funding in each year to the Child Protective Services Contingency Fund established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 4004, subsection 1, paragraph D.  It requires the annual report that is currently required pursuant to Title 22, section 4066 to include a summary of expenditures from the contingency fund.  
[bookmark: _PAR__8_c2a264a3_2c08_4847_b4e5_c9850271]5.  It directs the Commissioner of Health and Human Services to establish a special projects manager position within the department to coordinate the organization of child abuse and neglect prevention initiatives across the department.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__cda496a1_4f80_45b][bookmark: _PAR__9_e948f7b6_9977_419f_9901_f9f34336]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__10_8eede835_0765_42bb_bdbe_600504f](See attached)
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