132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Move the Natural Areas Program from the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and to Amend the Law Governing Administration of the Bureau of Resource Management Within the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
L.D. 402
An Act to Move the Natural Areas Program from the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and to Amend the Law Governing Administration of the Bureau of Resource Management Within the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_e4979b07_8d11_4608_9771_ee1f01c3]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_7427cf4c_30e1_487d_ba6f_068a2806]AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_e58a2311_f2ee_453d_94a3_3e64376d]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_90feb553_dd23_49f5_97c8_2a6907e]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 256, L.D. 402, “An Act to Move the Natural Areas Program from the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and to Amend the Law Governing Administration of the Bureau of Resource Management Within the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8046f4f3_f7e2_45c9_9ce7_9e][bookmark: _PAR__11_2babc3b4_6049_49dc_9a54_295a296]Amend the bill in section 16 in subsection 1 in the 3rd line (page 4, line 10 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "the Department of"
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__1fae1548_d994_4406_9361_4a][bookmark: _PAR__12_29dc5030_726e_451a_9665_e7fe305]Amend the bill in section 17 in paragraph D in the last line (page 4, line 20 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife" and inserting the following: 'department'
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[bookmark: _PAR__15_5ea08083_1ac1_47ff_8a79_5a4d754]The commissioner may not adopt rules to protect plants and plant communities under this subchapter except when required for the conservation of rare, threatened or endangered fish or wildlife.'
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[bookmark: _PAR__18_1d8aef66_6a14_4120_b07c_d577c52]'Sec. 39. Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife report.  No later than January 15, 2027, the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife shall provide a report, including any findings and recommendations, to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wildlife matters and agriculture, conservation and forestry matters on the transfer of the Natural Areas Program from the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.  Each committee may submit legislation related to the subject matter of the report to the 133rd Legislature in 2027. 
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[bookmark: _PAGE__2_97b32e20_51cf_4c3b_8e85_a609d89][bookmark: _PAR__2_cc2215ee_ea35_4f1b_8f86_e5e0b278]AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_be9aa110_24c7_4c22_af51_16983761]Initiative: Transfers one Public Service Manager II position, one Resource Management Coordinator position and 5 Biologist II positions from the Natural Areas Program within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to the Resource Management Services  - Inland Fisheries and Wildlife program within the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.  This initiative also transfers All Other funds from the Natural Areas Program within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to the Resource Management Services - Inland Fisheries and Wildlife program within the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_52520309_5bf1_4ceb_86fc_23e039c1]Initiative: Transfers one Public Service Manager II position, one Resource Management Coordinator position and 5 Biologist II positions from the Natural Areas Program within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to the Resource Management Services - Inland Fisheries and Wildlife program within the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. This initiative also transfers All Other funds from the Natural Areas Program within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to the Resource Management Services - Inland Fisheries and Wildlife program within the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.
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	[bookmark: _LINE__39_26e48127_c8ab_4455_8253_bce6f0]$477,567
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_abefb6e3_5e2f_42f6_9374_71a2b2]$500,182

	[bookmark: _LINE__40_c4456ffd_205a_4a34_bffe_6ae061]FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_46d45b69_4714_4d0c_8db7_cdcb24]$276,549
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_8f81706c_3c77_4d91_9af0_9556e7]$289,830

	[bookmark: _LINE__41_23709cfa_da13_4c3d_a3b4_54c251]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_abc38b50_cad2_4c58_a9bc_73fcb8]$675,918
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_6e6192da_3138_4cc1_b59c_466702]$698,287

	[bookmark: _LINE__42_856ae217_1de2_496f_bf56_7fc768] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__42_7ecdaf6d_7d63_4a38_9054_e2c7d2]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__42_40c0ac53_9cbc_4b25_8542_10d4d6]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__43_5b3e4dd8_09ab_4e1b_aa77_043686]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__43_3fd4d39d_ced3_43f8_bb54_5db8f5]$1,430,034
	[bookmark: _LINE__43_156ed3f7_45eb_435d_aad7_86ea52]$1,488,299


[bookmark: _PAR__12_f1f7caae_8f11_4a12_8fb7_de04419] 
	[bookmark: _PAGE__4_f5e3e49b_2e8b_4df2_b8ab_05c3aff][bookmark: _PAR__2_60232f9d_4425_487f_b539_7ed9f692][bookmark: _LINE__1_a24d9215_76f7_45ea_a69c_d14f0ed]SECTION TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_802e01b0_46d9_4ed2_86ef_3eb74bb]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_826fee17_130f_4a37_98eb_44c77e9]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__2_a79b86b9_3b9f_4c46_9b5f_d2e3dcc] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_cc389f32_6dd8_435c_8573_b86f6d9] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_a6aeb79f_6f1d_447f_9907_d973db5] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__3_3f774fcf_6a33_4be4_b781_aa9e827]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_db1b02fc_6dd9_4f78_987d_1d35dfa]($403)
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_00af83a9_42e1_4a1b_abee_d0d0de4]($658)

	[bookmark: _LINE__4_80ac1cb3_b654_4a8f_acff_ef75939]FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_07141a75_dc8c_4146_9002_0d05606]($22,669)
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_1555ea89_886f_4f3c_b4c2_6f2f6f3]($22,490)

	[bookmark: _LINE__5_632e129b_035f_41a5_aa68_39a7aca]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_34fa0ee5_40c6_4d26_b3e0_d3867ee]($209,915)
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_ae18bef8_ed49_45b3_afc7_428e1e7]($209,614)

	[bookmark: _LINE__6_722fcf0a_cd74_4d29_b3e1_e8859d0] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_931aab6c_e458_41f1_9510_70116c4]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_8829b4d4_8faa_487d_874a_98f851d]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__7_18d88285_a160_477a_8792_e25576a]SECTION TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_90cbed54_1ad5_4c56_b180_3446fb6]($232,987)
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_29e0bffd_c09b_4a9a_9a88_dc83b5e]($232,762)


[bookmark: _PAR__3_df1ebd2f_bf48_44e1_9ffa_d81fc5a9]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__376d52c6_5c0f_4c4c_8f7f_c5][bookmark: _PAR__4_ec88da0c_4ea1_45de_9193_7f3e0688]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__1abe69d5_33db_4c68_8807_b94b94][bookmark: _PAR__5_4feaab9a_8f9e_4727_8fac_2fb89561]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__6_9da298a9_f412_4cea_8389_ee887630]This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, makes technical corrections to the bill.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_ac1e73b5_5bb7_4667_89f1_a241b0c3]The amendment provides that the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife may not adopt rules to protect plants and plant communities under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, chapter 925, subchapter 4, which is enacted in the bill and relates to natural areas, research and management, except when required for the conservation of rare, threatened or endangered fish or wildlife.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_1e674031_f9a4_4047_8240_0595b9ca]The amendment strikes from the bill a provision relating to consistency review of comprehensive plans under the municipal growth management program laws; the proposed provision creates a duplicative process for the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_fe54713a_f5f6_447c_96cd_678d7c43]The amendment also requires the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to provide a report, including any findings and recommendations, no later than January 15, 2027, to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wildlife matters and agriculture, conservation and forestry matters on the transfer of the Natural Areas Program from the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.  Each committee may submit legislation related to the subject matter of the report to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_092afc66_f1de_4582_b152_3764210]The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__ae72e6cd_6cd0_40c][bookmark: _PAR__11_b5ad225b_b1ca_4130_995b_6936f03]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__12_5515a8fb_145c_4c85_9993_7e6d706](See attached)
[bookmark: _PAR__13_879833c0_0892_4589_bceb_2ee638b] 
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