131st Maine Legislature
Resolve, to Establish a Working Group to Study Polling Places at Schools in Order to Protect Security and Accessibility
L.D. 419
An Act to Ensure Polling Place Security
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__47ccdc2e_2192_4007_b7ff_33][bookmark: _PAGE__1_37a00855_95c8_4541_9fc9_7e3101f][bookmark: _PAR__2_510b14f7_e19b_4d45_8408_1afaf6fe]L.D. 419
[bookmark: _PAR__3_64d8e02f_2dbb_4b3a_8eb9_586f5238]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_b7b1814f_4b83_4cdd_b55b_a44b8858]VETERANS AND LEGAL AFFAIRS 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_f71cc73f_ddf1_4b52_b5e1_7de1600e]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_5abeabae_4e50_43df_bff0_17bdad76]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_4307c1ab_de75_45a8_9d5a_dff326ec]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_07ab03fa_7609_43c0_810b_09cab1ff]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_c7c69c7f_d96d_4d8c_a891_2abd221]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 252, L.D. 419, “An Act to Ensure Polling Place Security”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__0f4dfc5a_240f_4dfa_bd74_a1][bookmark: _PAR__11_4d3f2178_787c_4218_9e57_fba6e0d]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_a9287042_6d40_4b8a_a4fb_d334bd3]'Resolve, to Establish a Working Group to Study Polling Places at Schools in Order to Protect Security and Accessibility'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__4099a50c_b14d_49f5_aed5_66][bookmark: _PAR__13_95c9d1ae_df0f_40d3_9ed8_b7cea6d]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the title and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_407f2efd_6c17_4581_a81c_8314b21]'Preamble.  Whereas, the Legislature finds that school buildings are ideal locations to serve as polling places due to their central locations, accessible parking and compliance with the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_219e6fd8_c8b9_4eae_ad27_bdf1466]Whereas, most school buildings are also equipped with a gymnasium, which offers ample space and allows for the flow of foot traffic in a polling place; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_b3eb9545_091f_41d9_bc44_472907a]Whereas, school buildings are often the only locations within a community that can serve as a polling place for that community, but schools also require strong security at all times in order to protect students and staff and on election day to protect election staff and voters; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _PAR__17_f9f6835b_7ed7_4062_bddb_963ed2b]Sec. 1. Working group to study polling places at schools.  Resolved: That the Department of the Secretary of State shall convene a working group, referred to in this resolve as "the working group," to study the use of school buildings as polling places, to consider options to protect the security of school students and staff and election staff and voters and to consider polling place accessibility.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_df0319c9_d2a3_4a67_ac75_b12e286]Sec. 2. Working group membership.  Resolved: That the working group consists of 9 members as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__19_815bb78e_6ab5_4b2b_b7da_9f40843]1. The Secretary of State or the secretary's designee;
[bookmark: _PAR__20_c8aecf9f_bfff_41d7_a948_37cf674]2. The deputy secretary of state of the Bureau of Corporations, Elections and Commissions within the Department of the Secretary of State or the deputy secretary's designee;
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_0a772fc3_0aee_45ed_b9cc_b386911][bookmark: _PAR__2_df584d9c_2971_4189_ab5a_ce243a68]3. The Commissioner of Education or the commissioner's designee; 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_7c9a4dab_d9ad_4444_b92a_d41deee8]4. A representative of the Maine School Boards Association, appointed by the Secretary of State;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_665a3d7a_c92a_4b15_9de2_69c890b1]5. A representative of the Maine School Superintendents Association, appointed by the Secretary of State;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_2a391bb4_6355_49f5_819a_d5a7092e]6. A representative of the Maine Town and City Clerks' Association, appointed by the Secretary of State;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_b5403f9e_5e19_4892_bdf4_4eb2624a]7. A representative of the Maine Municipal Association, appointed by the Secretary of State;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_c8f93670_8956_43bb_814d_52490dc1]8. A representative of an organization dedicated to advancing the legal rights of individuals with disabilities, appointed by the Secretary of State; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_510ba697_f6b6_4fb1_865d_fe1ba9a6]9. A representative of an organization dedicated to the protection of voters who are from historically underrepresented or marginalized communities, appointed by the Secretary of State.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_ac3ed5eb_a310_489c_a242_2b099b91]Sec. 3. Compensation.  Resolved:  That members of the working group are not compensated for their participation in the working group.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_81fe5a23_e6e6_4a17_b0ff_bb6b295]Sec. 4. Duties.  Resolved:  That the working group shall:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_14f1bdb9_3fb6_45b6_b4b5_043085e]1. Identify the number of school buildings in the State that are designated as polling places;
[bookmark: _PAR__12_0e2941a5_a043_43ff_a433_e673e16]2. Examine and identify practices in other states around the use of school buildings as polling places;
[bookmark: _PAR__13_610c5987_d555_4a7e_b1d0_2491e5b]3. Evaluate the criteria necessary to protect the security of school students and staff and election staff and voters when school buildings are used as polling places;
[bookmark: _PAR__14_b6c66b0b_ff20_4f70_b302_efe508f]4. Identify possible changes to practices around the use of school buildings as polling places to protect voter accessibility and to safeguard the security of school students and staff and election staff and voters when a school building is used as a polling place; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_4f21b117_a0fd_4ffd_a799_7b7a4d7]5. Make recommendations based on the findings of the working group.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_6396b0f4_3bd5_4eb2_abef_aced2aa]Sec. 5. Staff assistance.  Resolved:  That the Department of the Secretary of State shall provide necessary staffing services to the working group.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_1b459ee7_b3f6_43e1_827a_cd614c7]Sec. 6. Report.  Resolved:  That, no later than January 1, 2024, the working group shall submit a report that includes its findings and recommendations, including suggested legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Veterans and Legal Affairs. The committee may report out legislation based on the report to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__735ce006_c1bb_4228_adcb_a5][bookmark: _PAR__18_fb1b54a1_3420_4601_bb7b_c82f000]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__756ada73_202d_46e9_80ce_5daa26][bookmark: _PAR__19_c72bc888_3210_4347_9c5c_b35a965]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__20_845514f6_61ed_4183_8ddb_3ca4607][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__544c2104_bb8d_499d_90e0_57a][bookmark: _PAGE__3_a1165270_16eb_4f45_89cc_26db594][bookmark: _PAR__2_14b4bf08_3103_4f51_b84f_247707bd]This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, replaces the bill, which is a concept draft, with a resolve. The amendment directs the Department of the Secretary of State to convene a working group to study the use of school buildings as polling places, to consider options to protect the security of school students and staff and election staff and voters and to consider polling place accessibility. The working group is required to submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Veterans and Legal Affairs by January 1, 2024. The committee may report out legislation based on the report to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__d299605f_7312_4a3][bookmark: _PAR__3_95083275_cc76_4f18_95cc_14f763e7]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__4_39528ce4_bbdf_47a4_8c81_e3a7d350](See attached)
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