130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Allow Students Who Experienced Significant Education Interruption as a Result of the COVID-19 Pandemic To Be Eligible for a Department of Education Diploma
L.D. 325
An Act To Expand the Definition of "Education Disruption" To Include States of Emergency That Limit Students' Access to On-site Education for Longer Than 15 School Days
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_8256082d_fc6a_4019_b857_ee10f2b]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 229, L.D. 325, “An Act To Expand the Definition of "Education Disruption" To Include States of Emergency That Limit Students' Access to On-site Education for Longer Than 15 School Days”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__5f3e4a0e_33fb_4a9a_8e6e_94][bookmark: _PAR__11_97bc79c1_0d88_4171_ae06_a70dbd0]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_58d40128_619f_4710_b1f7_df1a941]'An Act To Allow Students Who Experienced Significant Education Interruption as a Result of the COVID-19 Pandemic To Be Eligible for a Department of Education Diploma'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a14f7a79_1a9f_4948_bb40_1c][bookmark: _PAR__13_f7b0b6a2_e890_4424_a242_093fe62]Amend the bill by striking out all of the 3rd and 4th paragraphs after the title and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_5cc104b4_9f8f_4305_9f69_4c5ac1e]'Whereas, this legislation allows students who have had limited access to on-site education to become eligible for a Department of Education diploma if that student cannot meet the additional requirements necessary for a local diploma; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_57da46f1_3538_4379_8a04_b73282c]Whereas, this legislation is necessary to support students who are currently in their 4th year of secondary school with anticipated graduation in May 2021; and'
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[bookmark: _PAR__18_5fec1302_83b9_4cd5_ba12_8a22198]1-A.  Eligibility for students impacted by COVID-19 pandemic.  Notwithstanding the eligibility requirements in subsection 1, a student is eligible to apply for a Department of Education diploma if that student is a 4th year secondary school student and is unable to satisfy the requirements for a diploma from a school administrative unit because the student experienced a significant interruption to the student's education as a result of the COVID‑19 pandemic and civil emergency during the student's secondary school education history.
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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__253e2123_6692_4bf6_b57d_d5][bookmark: _PAR__20_565233c7_7e81_4e7a_9592_5fa3e7a]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_e1349167_a52c_48e4_9086_50f8897f]This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, strikes and replaces the bill. The amendment provides that until September 1, 2023, a 4th-year student is eligible to apply for a Department of Education diploma if the student is unable to satisfy the requirements for a diploma from a school administrative unit because the student experienced a significant interruption to the student's education as a result of the COVID‑19 pandemic and civil emergency during the student's secondary school education history.
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