132nd Maine Legislature
An Act Regarding Large Recovery Residences
L.D. 215
An Act to Establish a Program to Assist Residents of Large Recovery Residences
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__06000a92_cf3b_4799_9979_3d][bookmark: _PAGE__1_89a32cde_8909_4c18_b1dc_21c6eb0][bookmark: _PAR__2_33bc8e99_6b45_480d_a999_1748c965]L.D. 215
[bookmark: _PAR__3_9197a5e7_29a3_4d1d_823f_841d310e]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_3000c0cc_cdf6_4dd0_bbb0_350c413e]HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_8dcf3c63_7af7_43d8_99ee_a98b9c90]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_34bba4b5_e378_4a13_8cd2_8e1f41ee]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_29c88929_c3a9_432f_ac8a_44bf212d]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_a951831f_0572_479b_9504_62e8ae27]132ND LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_e57e42e2_a7c1_4f8a_be7b_35c5aa27]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_d407aff6_2f0f_4d0b_a94f_aaa032e]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 138, L.D. 215, “An Act to Establish a Program to Assist Residents of Large Recovery Residences”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__06909e47_aca6_406c_882d_0c][bookmark: _PAR__11_e8275f33_24f1_465d_a220_337ef0b]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_3366106b_1395_470a_9ed1_2d401fc]'An Act Regarding Large Recovery Residences'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8d89fa00_e949_4e3d_844e_27][bookmark: _PAR__13_4d916877_a006_46f1_909f_89f8b20]Amend the bill by inserting after the title and before the enacting clause the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_f54275a5_70a9_41ae_8d78_503cbfd]'Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_2c03071e_221d_4145_8815_0179f52]Whereas, residents of the State continue to suffer from the devastating impacts of substance use disorder; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_56f1809d_f2fa_426c_a633_7d89c2b]Whereas, recovery residences have proven to be effective in helping residents of the State experiencing substance use disorder in initiating and maintaining recovery; and
[bookmark: _PAR__17_7c6fd5d5_a412_424c_8de1_6f27cac]Whereas, funding for recovery residences remains limited; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_d012ae3d_785d_49e1_a0c5_2a5ca2e]Whereas, many residents of recovery residences have turned to municipal general assistance for support; and
[bookmark: _PAR__19_a753de91_ae82_4c5c_82b9_b85359b]Whereas, municipalities with large recovery residences have experienced steep and unsustainable increases in general assistance expenses; and
[bookmark: _PAR__20_d9f042a5_a902_4d3f_a9d6_3cc098f]Whereas, this legislation must take effect before the expiration of the 90-day period in order to address these issues; and
[bookmark: _PAR__21_79420465_8486_4a4a_92fd_70038ec]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__90f601c5_5d65_44e3_83ce_a8][bookmark: _PAR__22_03b4d383_40f1_42de_9c01_88b71e3]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_eb576588_c65f_4506_adce_84fd194][bookmark: _PAR__2_4b227ede_0177_4afb_be10_90bca621]'Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §4305, sub-§3-E is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_e34d2ad6_d075_40d9_85f0_4b0cb149]3-E.  Maximum levels of assistance for large recovery residences.  Municipalities shall establish maximum levels of assistance for housing assistance provided to or on behalf of a person residing in a recovery residence, as described in section 4309, subsection 6, with occupancy of 26 or more beds, in an amount equal to 70% of the maximum levels of assistance for recovery residences with occupancy of 25 or fewer beds.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_6351404d_964d_4e9c_88fb_ef605217]Sec. 2.  22 MRSA §4311, sub-§1-D is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_0c6d21e0_91b0_4e7f_8aa1_f08896e8]1-D.  Reimbursement for large recovery residences.  The department shall reimburse each municipality for housing assistance provided to or on behalf of a person residing in a recovery residence, as described in section 4309, subsection 6, with occupancy of 26 or more beds, in an amount equal to 100% of housing assistance granted to that individual.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_a2199808_e15f_4b02_aca4_953f233e]Sec. 3. Department to convene stakeholder group; report. The Department of Health and Human Services shall convene a stakeholder group of interested parties, including, but not limited to, individuals in recovery, operators of recovery residences, municipal officials and individuals representing the entity responsible for the certification of recovery residences in the State to review options for managing the costs of general assistance provided for residents of recovery residences, including possible expansion or creation of state-funded subsidy programs. The department shall report its findings by February 1, 2026 to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services.  The committee may report out legislation related to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature or to any special session of the 132nd Legislature.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_74a9bbba_1fbe_4fee_9e88_6f82b876]Sec. 4.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_97d749d1_bf9f_4dd9_8064_ff5d2ca9]HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__9_1580a2f3_b328_49ff_ab60_6cb20be9]Office of Behavioral Health Z199
[bookmark: _PAR__10_e07f4a87_c3dc_4fdd_982b_6ec6499]Initiative: Establishes one Social Service Program Specialist II position to provide program and contract oversight for recovery housing initiatives and technical assistance to community-based recovery service providers and provides funding for related All Other costs.
	[bookmark: _PAR__11_d9960257_ddd2_4d3d_a471_b2637bb][bookmark: _LINE__31_242ecab4_345a_4df5_a9a5_d771d9]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_8c6c634e_2727_4971_81cf_169608]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_1653a195_924d_4261_802d_f8e73a]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__32_bd8205b6_34b8_475c_9697_cb1a81]POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_14943d16_5f47_4ece_a73a_c9b8d3]1.000
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_d201331b_01a9_4452_b2f5_f7c7f3]1.000

	[bookmark: _LINE__33_adfc572d_20ce_421f_8b4c_9ab4c1]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_930027a2_08b3_4f38_a100_043a39]$113,649
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_8f86bcf6_4813_4da2_a633_5d02a1]$119,023

	[bookmark: _LINE__34_ab1a575b_5a0a_430e_a3ee_9e8cad]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_b494f90e_dc6b_41d6_93fb_f8ce56]$7,256
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_fefb09fa_36b8_4baa_afcd_3971c3]$7,256

	[bookmark: _LINE__35_22f63b1c_c211_4f61_ab70_84b40a] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_2dd4b949_3d1b_4e1f_8c6c_6a6b2f]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_580521ac_a747_4a8f_81f3_9eed9a]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__36_dd809cbd_1c2f_45cf_9fde_0e5649]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_28bd2e99_ec15_4221_ab81_c3518e]$120,905
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_33d70795_d157_4fad_b4f7_b95ca2]$126,279


[bookmark: _PAR__12_7dda1927_cfd6_4cc9_8a85_07eec71]Office of Behavioral Health Z199
[bookmark: _PAR__13_6decbcca_e227_4f1a_8b99_706d0d2]Initiative: Provides funding to reimburse municipalities for 100% of housing assistance provided for a person residing in a certified recovery residence with 26 or more beds.
	[bookmark: _PAR__14_e440a111_87ff_4b89_a019_a761c18][bookmark: _LINE__40_dd3fe876_9746_4dd3_96c3_bb6674]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_eaf58f52_0ac2_4d4b_83a6_08d3a1]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_5855abe4_a45d_4071_8c62_3fa2a8]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__41_cc3558de_b8c2_461e_ab91_06a401]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_8fe4fe07_e6b8_41c7_9b7e_acc986]$120,139
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_7e7afdfa_2fff_42a5_b5e7_779746]$120,139

	[bookmark: _LINE__42_749823df_103d_48b6_bc6b_699880] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__42_3df0754a_9c20_4465_9240_2ff899]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__42_9b135a12_6891_4b03_a14b_f8ea6e]__________

	[bookmark: _PAGE__3_f9a93cd0_b97c_4752_9435_2e778bb][bookmark: _PAR__2_494e9daa_e0f9_442c_8fea_ca4a7ea8][bookmark: _LINE__1_238ca0d5_3e60_40a2_baa0_9e97444]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_81a8690a_d2da_467f_88aa_9c459cb]$120,139
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_49a0dcbc_8603_4678_a548_a0082c1]$120,139


[bookmark: _PAR__3_3a4770d0_ef58_4b7c_948f_dd1d0346] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__4_b34dda3c_49e0_49e3_86e9_c9ba04a4][bookmark: _LINE__3_5035346d_a25b_4547_bcb4_0eb46a0][bookmark: _LINE__4_1f1d5d55_f8e5_419e_941d_e08b04b]HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_f730ea7b_64b1_4f5e_b397_9df5a90] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_3a1f7ee2_b621_424e_b5ff_3454be9] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__5_0b47ac83_7aa5_4d96_8c0a_df85b08]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_6df2748c_d92a_4db0_a637_3c8a853]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_0229e228_bc4b_450b_93ac_5eec274]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__6_6ca0fc30_dd41_4431_9f88_082da9d] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_ac99209c_ef59_4ee1_95b3_55a563b] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_c5497059_4ee5_4c65_959a_b3df8de] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__7_9a174095_3229_425c_aee5_d8745ba]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_84074284_a3d5_4dbd_bf7d_8abc897]$241,044
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_24720a88_cad4_4305_b2b7_790dbb6]$246,418

	[bookmark: _LINE__8_ba5f77cd_94fa_4139_b0c9_bc97e92] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_a7069ec2_c876_4794_bc6d_e916ac9]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_236859ab_b468_454f_a565_d51c98f]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__9_c15e8f30_aa58_4a47_a2be_89d5684]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_c68aabfa_d380_49be_9d22_cedcb10]$241,044
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_b3cafe63_ad20_4501_88d3_ec3afee]$246,418


[bookmark: _PAR__5_53a6d9d8_5b60_4fb1_b5ec_ac46c841] 
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d27bef75_a462_4f88_b253_4d][bookmark: _PAR__6_e1efcaae_a945_4164_820a_015188af]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b0501a37_89bb_403f_86ff_8f][bookmark: _PAR__7_e99f83ad_e44a_4792_8f87_b3e12f50]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__57da1a16_02ba_47cd_9f3b_f06180][bookmark: _PAR__8_d482da64_699f_427c_8a93_5bd971fc]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__9_6fae07b8_60de_482e_b2f0_d4596643]This amendment replaces the bill, changes the title and adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause. It establishes maximum levels of assistance for housing assistance provided to or on behalf of a person residing in a certified recovery residence with occupancy of 26 or more beds, in an amount equal to 70% of the maximum levels of assistance for recovery residences with occupancy of 25 or fewer beds. It requires the Department of Health and Human Services to reimburse each municipality for housing assistance provided to or on behalf of a person residing in a certified recovery residence with occupancy of 26 or more beds, in an amount equal to 100% of housing assistance granted to that individual. It also directs the department to convene a stakeholder group of interested parties, including, but not limited to, individuals in recovery, operators of recovery residences, municipal officials and individuals representing the entity responsible for the certification of recovery residences in the State to review options for managing the costs of general assistance provided for residents of recovery residences, including possible expansion or creation of state-funded subsidy programs. The department must report its findings by February 1, 2026 to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services, and the committee has the authority to report out legislation related to the report.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__d724da9d_470c_405][bookmark: _PAR__10_a8ee3fa3_d22a_426d_8ed6_e56c7db]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__11_541c69a1_926f_4f5a_9257_1a539ac](See attached)
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