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[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__041ada07_b34b_4edd_b78f_b2][bookmark: _PAGE__1_0875cf47_c270_4438_ae59_c700b4a][bookmark: _PAR__2_befc34b1_ee2f_4f09_bb8a_2fedae58]L.D. 170
[bookmark: _PAR__3_1eafcf30_97d6_46e3_bd4b_cd1c77d5]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_b582d345_f521_45a6_b5e5_586d8d92]ENERGY, UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_aa527f1f_cd33_4bd2_919c_1e0b2a9f]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_b794eabe_8021_4318_b734_20467311]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_17be4829_fa7b_4034_aa89_48fc6dab]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_6aebd121_9a48_4844_a874_349d38c8]130TH LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_2f2408ff_e0cf_43ac_8e31_bab2ef6f]SECOND REGULAR SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_8de2eaf7_c484_4e84_803c_5997ee7]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 123, L.D. 170, “An Act Pertaining to Transmission Lines Not Needed for Reliability or Local Generation”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__bec19fb1_895a_4404_81bc_11][bookmark: _PAR__11_dea58823_f9d2_4710_bfc6_2a6e22d]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_e5ea95a1_89dd_463e_a432_810ff5b]'Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §3131, sub-§4-E is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_2167e50f_addf_40ae_89be_0ac186e]4-E.  Nonessential transmission line.  "Nonessential transmission line" means a transmission line that is:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_2dbcd5fb_1d0b_4f28_b6d3_1d36f5c]A.  Not constructed primarily to provide electric reliability within the State or primarily to meet the renewable energy goals of the State, as determined by the commission; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_59bcb28b_8302_4b52_a9de_8f5b1e3]B.  Not constructed primarily to provide electricity to retail customers within the State.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_6f937b45_7eb8_44ef_ae02_85b917d]A generator interconnection transmission facility as defined in section 3132, subsection 1‑B is not a nonessential transmission line.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_9eee7155_f22e_4241_b5e9_f688741]Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §3132, sub-§6-F is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__18_3cb96a54_23dc_4da0_a189_47a1350]6-F.  Nonessential transmission line; certificate of public convenience and necessity.  The commission shall evaluate and render a decision on any petition for a certificate of public convenience and necessity made by a transmission and distribution utility for a nonessential transmission line in accordance with this subsection.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_308566ce_0d82_4a92_a544_27f9cab]A. For purposes of this subsection, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__20_1e279dd6_dc5c_4396_ac54_1c5a012](1) "Frontline communities" means the people and communities that experience the consequences of climate change first and to a greater degree than other people and communities.
[bookmark: _PAR__21_6174f97b_34e3_4aa4_ae7a_16fb3e4](2) "Impacted community" means a municipality or unorganized or deorganized territory in which a nonessential transmission line or related facilities, including but not limited to roads, infrastructure and necessary appurtenances, is proposed to be located.   
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_99053c11_e833_4ac2_8f52_a5dd9a1][bookmark: _PAR__2_37d8c84d_d6f2_4316_81af_d8f4ce6a](3) "Municipal officers" has the same meaning as in Title 30-A, section 2001, subsection 10, except that, in the case of an unorganized or deorganized territory, "municipal officers" means the county commissioners.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_0e5c8293_af22_4f29_a464_f69b7b70]B. The commission may issue a certificate of public convenience and necessity for a nonessential transmission line only if the petitioner has demonstrated that the petitioner:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_847f1260_479b_4ef7_bd7e_8cf72b14](1) Entered into negotiations with stakeholders including, but not limited to, the Office of the Public Advocate under paragraph C to determine an appropriate combination of benefits and protections for utility ratepayers or for residents of impacted communities;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_679caeec_eff0_4f1a_b84a_45d01b77](2) Made reasonable attempts to contact municipal officers of each of the impacted communities and to hold public informational meetings in each impacted community in order to provide information about the petitioner's intent to construct the line, detailed plans for the siting and design of the line and methods to provide public comment to the Office of the Public Advocate in advance of entering into negotiations under paragraph C; and
[bookmark: _PAR__6_6f6ba92a_b7a7_484c_b36b_bcc2bc33](3) If the petitioner does not have the ability to finance the nonessential transmission line through the use of revenue bonds, made a reasonable attempt to negotiate ownership of the line by an entity that is authorized by charter or other law to own transmission facilities and that has the ability to finance the line through the use of revenue bonds in order to reduce financing costs and to maximize long-term economic benefits to ratepayers of the State.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_c6abfc43_55ba_4879_bbeb_e02cea72]C. The Office of the Public Advocate, when negotiating with the petitioner under paragraph B, shall:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_c79e7e77_3978_4c4e_bae0_ab8fb73d](1) Solicit public comment from stakeholders for a period of at least 30 days; 
[bookmark: _PAR__9_40e30192_e6ab_4143_a359_aa96d193](2) Seek to negotiate substantial benefits for ratepayers, including, but not limited to, low-income ratepayers, frontline communities, businesses and industrial customers; and
[bookmark: _PAR__10_ddd36d5d_86cb_4cd5_89cf_5db166f](3) Seek to ensure the construction and operation of the nonessential transmission line meet standards for environmental protection that exceed the minimum applicable requirements of Title 38.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_36891bc5_b1e3_478e_976b_46cdb21]The commission shall adopt rules necessary to implement this subsection.  Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_17495363_38db_4c7c_81c4_e5ffc71]Sec. 3.  35-A MRSA §3136, sub-§4, as amended by PL 2007, c. 148, §14, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_b11e887a_7da0_46db_b2ba_d15acf3][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__89888909_8b05_4158_9291_f16][bookmark: _PAGE__3_f9ef70b4_0a90_485c_a536_cb6fc54][bookmark: _PAR__2_79c030e0_2eec_451c_b2a2_54e286e0]4.  Commission approval required; certificate of public convenience and necessity; environmental factors.  A location to be taken by eminent domain for such transmission or distribution lines must be approved by the commission before a transmission and distribution utility can exercise the right of eminent domain granted in subsection 1 or subsection 3. The commission may not approve a taking by eminent domain for a nonessential transmission line without first consulting the municipal officers in the locations in which the right of eminent domain is proposed to be exercised for assistance in its determination of public need. The commission may not approve a location to be taken by eminent domain for the construction, rebuilding or relocation of a transmission line that requires a certificate of public convenience and necessity under section 3132, unless the commission has issued a certificate of public convenience and necessity for that transmission line.  Environmental factors to be considered for proper location of a transmission line are not subject to review by the commission under this section when the location of the transmission line has received site location of development approval under Title 38, section 484. For the purposes of this subsection, "municipal officers" has the same meaning as in Title 30-A, section 2001, subsection 10, except that, if the location is in the unorganized or deorganized territory, "municipal officers" means the county commissioners.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__19ca87ca_5802_48a4_8942_d6][bookmark: _PAR__3_7f655cfa_1f5f_4456_a130_e5db0154]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__ad73670e_fd85_47d7_805d_8acd40][bookmark: _PAR__4_ea38b23f_1ec6_44c6_a08c_b9abb21a]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__5_6290f4c0_97dd_4ac9_9dd8_754cb599]This amendment establishes requirements for the approval of construction of nonessential transmission lines when the party seeking approval from the Public Utilities Commission is a transmission and distribution utility. The amendment defines a "nonessential transmission line" and requires the party petitioning for approval to demonstrate that it has entered into negotiations with stakeholders, made reasonable attempts to contact municipal officers in each of the impacted communities, provided information about the proposed construction to impacted communities and, if the petitioner does not have the ability to finance the nonessential transmission line through the use of revenue bonds, made a reasonable attempt to negotiate ownership of the line by an entity that does have the ability to finance the line through the use of revenue bonds. The amendment also requires the commission to consult with municipal officers before approving a taking by eminent domain for a nonessential transmission line.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__0abdd765_b2c1_4c6][bookmark: _PAR__6_488edefa_eb10_404b_9c9c_d0fb3fd5]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__7_214e3870_de03_4036_82d4_1a04d7e4](See attached)
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