132nd Maine Legislature
Resolve, to Study the Feasibility of Repealing the Class E Crime of Violation of Condition of Release
L.D. 179
An Act to Amend the Maine Bail Code to Eliminate the Class E Crime of Violation of Condition of Release
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__15fd4716_a53b_4767_9abd_60][bookmark: _PAGE__1_5e19943f_add2_44f7_b9b1_fca6f13][bookmark: _PAR__2_d098ff11_a445_49b7_a3a6_fa4d1877]L.D. 179
[bookmark: _PAR__3_7e48f97f_1491_494d_9e45_5c87f6c0]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_73d97434_06f2_4498_95d6_1635a7c8]CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_eb491034_6d48_41e6_8941_8d1dc694]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_99e5b9b1_7df9_4a3e_98c0_3049591d]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_388fbd63_207a_4ed2_a969_f102e40a]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_33818c79_692f_4b80_86ca_e231605b]132ND LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_ae674fcf_b1e1_4a15_aeb9_0657fba9]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_e0471185_867f_4026_878a_8238dc3]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 112, L.D. 179, “An Act to Amend the Maine Bail Code to Eliminate the Class E Crime of Violation of Condition of Release”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a0221162_c826_40db_93d6_b8][bookmark: _PAR__11_d9e8b14f_56b7_4809_888a_bfa5fa5]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_225e3c48_72cd_454f_85a7_baf8f8a]'Resolve, to Study the Feasibility of Repealing the Class E Crime of Violation of Condition of Release'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__bc349600_5c7f_452d_8fca_ca][bookmark: _PAR__13_aba9a731_2788_463f_a347_09745df]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the title and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_46f8f6c8_57e7_4ed8_ad15_0485e6e]'Preamble.  Whereas, between 8,500 and 9,500 Class E violations of conditions of release have been charged across the State in each of the last 5 years; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_504cf6fb_7979_4b75_8092_ac01b91]Whereas, the Legislature observes a need to maintain a strong coordinated community response to bail violations that impact victim safety; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_9076d4dc_c1d0_4915_9778_c7860d4]Whereas, eliminating the Class E crime of violation of condition of release and developing alternative mechanisms to maintain an equivalent ability to address bail violations in such cases will require input and collaboration from several stakeholders; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _PAR__17_1f142a32_02a2_4992_9fbf_beba8c0]Sec. 1.  Administrative Office of Courts to convene working group.  Resolved:  That the Administrative Office of the Courts shall convene a working group of stakeholders to study the feasibility of removing the Class E crime of violation of condition of release and, if appropriate, study alternative mechanisms to replace the Class E crime of violation of condition of release that aligns with the purpose and intent of the Maine Bail Code.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_9614a852_2e94_431c_86f6_7280b3c]Sec. 2.  Working group membership.  Resolved:  That the working group under section 1 must include, at a minimum, the following members: 
[bookmark: _PAR__19_ea52ce06_9703_4ecb_b5aa_b605d3e]1. The State Court Administrator of the Administrative Office of the Courts or the administrator's designee;
[bookmark: _PAR__20_96f69f87_28ff_45c7_8b3f_be88bf6]2.  One or more representatives of the judicial branch with expertise in the Maine Bail Code and criminal court process and database management; 
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_4286b959_7ea1_48fc_8df6_df0b0e2][bookmark: _PAR__2_edde6471_b13a_45ea_a3c6_a332117f]3.  A representative of the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of State Police, State Bureau of Identification with expertise in state and federal law enforcement databases; 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_23f5ccc1_0172_4648_b117_3c3fdb5f]4.  A representative of a statewide association representing chiefs of police; 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_9d2e14c9_fd27_4622_a6bf_d3b1ec8f]5.  A representative of a statewide association representing sheriffs;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_44d5e603_1ee2_4a01_ad47_f58e83e2]6.  A representative of the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of State Police; 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_d836d5fe_03ff_4def_be3d_f78cceb3]7.  A representative of a statewide organization with expertise in the pretrial monitoring of individuals charged with crimes; 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_a6fceeef_7341_4d39_bb39_8c018fcd]8.  A representative of a statewide association of prosecutors;
[bookmark: _PAR__8_94d39b1f_4278_4e6a_b3e8_f424df2d]9.  A representative of a statewide association of criminal defense lawyers;
[bookmark: _PAR__9_93280449_ab31_40e2_88b9_0c1c5e70]10.  A representative of the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_b66024c1_5ce4_478c_acd6_4392fca]11.  A representative of a statewide organization of domestic violence service providers;
[bookmark: _PAR__11_e42dbe64_8657_42f5_b9a2_a2e9815]12.  A representative of a statewide organization of sexual assault victim support service providers; and
[bookmark: _PAR__12_e275ad63_e145_4449_a16a_39a91f1]13.  A representative of a statewide organization advocating for civil liberties. 
[bookmark: _PAR__13_979bc9b7_940d_436b_b7a8_d5c5b3c]The working group may invite the participation of additional members as necessary to carry out the purposes of the study and may consult with any individual or organization considered appropriate by the working group.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_167e79e4_3f74_44ba_ad92_13826c4]Sec. 3.  Duties of working group.  Resolved:  That the working group under section 1 shall study the feasibility of repealing the Class E crime of violation of condition of release and shall consider and address, at a minimum, the following related matters: 
[bookmark: _PAR__15_8256aaa2_e716_49b1_b2c9_f1549c9]1.  How to maintain a response to violations of bail that implicate victim safety that is equivalent to the response under current law;
[bookmark: _PAR__16_fb849eb5_6974_477f_a9bb_0a33f7c]2.  Whether there are case types for which violations of conditions of release should be addressed in a specialized way, including, but not limited to, cases involving domestic violence and sexual assault; 
[bookmark: _PAR__17_b7823261_4976_41f9_93f3_d8a9dd0]3.  Whether protective orders may be used as an alternative mechanism for crimes between family members;
[bookmark: _PAR__18_73d2d5bf_3cbb_434d_bc9a_7c34e6a]4.  How to ensure judicial officers can still access and consider information about prior compliance with conditions of release in making determinations about current conditions of release; 
[bookmark: _PAR__19_76fa2a8a_3a30_4987_b03d_e3dbcd3]5.  How to address a motion to revoke bail when the violation of a condition of release occurred in a different county than the county in which the underlying case is charged; 
[bookmark: _PAR__20_82891897_77f6_47f1_b2e9_a222c3b]6.  How to address a violation of conditions of release that occurs prior to the State's having filed the necessary complaint with the court; 
[bookmark: _PAR__21_0bb42c27_6f05_4ef9_9885_415ccb6]7.  How to address the current use of violations of conditions of release as sanctions for those participating in Maine's treatment courts; 
[bookmark: _PAR__22_c335737d_5f53_4e50_9120_f8fa859]8.  Whether there are any other modifications to the Maine Bail Code needed to implement the repeal of the Class E crime of violation of condition of release;  
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_00d3078b_c3c7_4fcd_9e2e_db42424][bookmark: _PAR__2_4bdc7976_747d_4775_bd32_e722fa64]9.  How to address post-conviction bail violations; 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_8cc11ce8_66ff_4e90_9348_211b0244]10.  Estimated costs for implementation of the recommendations; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_fef0af5f_49da_4396_b1a4_f18482ed]11.  A reasonable time frame for implementation.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_69e42af6_401b_4fff_aa06_33835c91]Sec. 4.  Report.  Resolved:  That, by January 1, 2026, the Administrative Office of the Courts shall submit a report containing the findings and recommendations of the working group under section 1, including proposed legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The committee may submit legislation based on the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_7e03eb28_9dfd_4d07_aca9_dfa15071]Sec. 5.  Appropriations and allocations.  Resolved:  That the following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_d9ba42bc_6b82_456d_8d91_eb792c60]JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT
[bookmark: _PAR__8_e1768dc1_ec5d_494b_bd8d_74da086b]Courts - Supreme, Superior and District 0063
[bookmark: _PAR__9_25674f33_b3d7_4ed6_8ec1_50474275]Initiative: Establishes one Criminal Process Specialist position and provides funding for related All Other costs.
	[bookmark: _PAR__10_7eecb624_a395_4058_a6d9_a50eaa6][bookmark: _LINE__15_2c9feb82_f7fd_4f75_a66a_1a04d4]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_c61a3ff0_7440_4fe5_af6b_56c04a]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_3f2c17cc_eef9_4536_857b_afe65f]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__16_d5a2033f_df86_4f08_af26_0ff025]POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_79c62fc2_11d1_4b99_a0e2_b71536]1.000
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_0a93cc40_ecfd_4be2_8bba_9ba932]1.000

	[bookmark: _LINE__17_67662c11_451b_4c6b_a8ca_2b2a0a]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_50af03ca_24d4_4999_b931_549a08]$129,599
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_513a8323_bf6a_4ccc_8242_acb0ef]$136,283

	[bookmark: _LINE__18_c1b5f5fd_3f27_4d9c_ad9f_ca54fa]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_a6d566fe_448e_4af6_a851_4778cd]$1,200
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_e4272943_1987_4b3d_bcdf_50a333]$1,200

	[bookmark: _LINE__19_96f7e325_4de1_45b3_acb1_abeb60] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_8058385b_8137_4a23_9f58_8310ef]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_9e058092_269a_4126_8c78_3e4407]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__20_7f33375f_74b9_4e21_840f_ed7c74]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_a8513951_0734_4dc0_9dbd_1b49a0]$130,799
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_f77c8526_17e6_4aba_bc24_37292f]$137,483


[bookmark: _PAR__11_54bf2e70_0bfd_42cb_8301_1c9e6cd]Courts - Supreme, Superior and District 0063
[bookmark: _PAR__12_5929248a_05a2_4704_bb7d_9fd23bf]Initiative: Provides one-time funding for an active retired judge to participate in the working group.
	[bookmark: _PAR__13_c42a5b7b_64d8_4dec_8a69_fb920c7][bookmark: _LINE__24_ca990e81_9eed_4a2c_8a76_6a8124]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_dcc6c4d7_00a9_47d5_833c_433f17]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_c1be7aeb_fcb9_4750_a26a_45d3d9]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__25_8c1a6832_e54e_4fdc_b711_9b762f]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_45e7682c_5506_4ec5_b2f9_943168]$4,200
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_73ddc774_d574_4f51_9c0d_e0fa69]$0

	[bookmark: _LINE__26_f06d27cb_7834_408e_a2c2_f2c37e] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_2a7da0bd_2f4d_43d6_9f5a_223bd2]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_1f5aea2f_05f4_4ab7_978b_95edaf]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__27_34a93e96_1122_4f0e_8d9b_49e754]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_ec6ece49_56a6_4650_9315_e335ab]$4,200
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_200698ba_7366_4df2_9eb8_827d93]$0


[bookmark: _PAR__14_417630d0_6787_4644_b2fa_ae8faeb] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__15_0c979b8c_e9dc_4180_a61e_cdf964f][bookmark: _LINE__29_45e2a2ed_80e9_4e69_8d7a_14f931]JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_1c2e3cae_6fcc_4161_ac1b_9bb009] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_bb1b22b2_2e01_461e_91b9_3186be] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__30_40b84d71_6550_4581_9bd9_1223de]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_909a6373_b48a_4b9d_9164_aae0e7]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_9b7b9c31_0ad3_4bb5_8e88_ce9bed]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__31_348cffea_d8ae_4b8c_94a6_52e444] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_0c05a993_ab4f_4cf2_b3b4_0c81f2] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_5c0d8836_aad1_4421_a766_a9374e] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__32_d9b3e420_403d_4a69_aecb_ae646a]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_a90bd810_068c_40f4_8d8c_9126d9]$134,999
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_f5ed7816_26b9_4358_887e_0d5496]$137,483

	[bookmark: _LINE__33_89c1938c_79cb_4fd7_93e4_c24c10] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_658b4c9a_b119_49ca_9a3f_b55221]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_414eeb71_ee2b_4055_bcbf_48dc1b]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__34_912c1a69_5d81_4abd_88fc_3dd468]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_fe9cc1df_f8b4_49db_92e7_e6a296]$134,999
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_4bbc7537_f70a_4d28_9588_360080]$137,483


[bookmark: _PAR__16_0869e4da_f555_474f_9b1a_159340d]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__926e6275_007b_4aa0_9263_7c][bookmark: _PAR__17_c8087a51_4f55_487b_8860_08001f4]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__47ddbfe6_9a22_4640_8815_00be51][bookmark: _PAR__18_87e8ad7a_61af_4f6b_9eca_07f9e3e]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__19_6581c098_1f9e_48e2_a27a_27ae4f5][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__14966719_3b99_4da5_bd86_899][bookmark: _PAGE__4_68a259c4_3bcd_40e9_bb61_c02f734][bookmark: _PAR__2_69e0ced5_fd2f_40da_8d7e_881cd41a]This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, changes the title and replaces the bill with a resolve. The amendment directs the judicial branch to convene a working group to study the feasibility of repealing the Class E crime of violation of condition of release and finding suitable alternatives to maintain public safety that align with the intent and purposes of the Maine Bail Code. In accomplishing this goal, the working group must consider the following: 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_657e0734_f4d0_49fe_ac47_d8c8d95f]1.  How to maintain a response to violations of bail that implicate victim safety that is equivalent to the response under current law; 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_4267e775_16ab_4216_921e_895fefb8]2.  Whether there are case types for which violations of conditions of release should be addressed in a specialized way, including, but not limited to, cases involving domestic violence and sexual assault; 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_e5f41ee5_2d9e_4b51_bc3c_f5c7541d]3.  Whether protective orders may be used as an alternative mechanism for crimes between family members;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_4cd80b87_fb1a_4a95_973a_b1b2902c]4.  How to ensure judicial officers can still access and consider information about prior compliance with conditions of release in making determinations about current conditions of release; 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_15a4108f_ae24_4a4e_9b7b_06f9e42e]5.  How to address a motion to revoke bail when the violation of a condition of release occurred in a different county than the county in which the underlying case is charged; 
[bookmark: _PAR__8_c926f1cd_8f17_472d_9426_7c21203b]6.  How to address a violation of conditions of release that occurs prior to the State's having filed the necessary complaint with the court; 
[bookmark: _PAR__9_6a396253_07e3_4284_89c8_3c07ccb9]7.  How to address the current use of violations of conditions of release as sanctions for those participating in Maine's treatment courts; 
[bookmark: _PAR__10_fa4369ef_ca36_4d74_b8c3_6ba5393]8.  Whether there are any other modifications to the Maine Bail Code needed to implement the repeal of the Class E crime of violation of condition of release;  
[bookmark: _PAR__11_403d96bd_3173_4276_a208_4e2328c]9.  How to address post-conviction bail violations; 
[bookmark: _PAR__12_2803cf35_fbe1_462b_ac75_e90a29f]10.  Estimated costs for implementation of the recommendations; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__13_3097b2dd_b8db_41ba_8c48_8445913]11.  A reasonable time frame for implementation.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_10b25a8e_3887_4a2e_842c_7cf26cd]The judicial branch must submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety by January 1, 2026, and the committee may report out legislation based on the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__321b7beb_b2f6_4a6][bookmark: _PAR__15_7004eec4_98dc_4416_b149_375f037]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__16_1fa5fb49_34b2_4508_a621_f3b18db](See attached)
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